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This publication is intended to supply an account of the extent and dis-
. tribution of the major agricultural lend uses and a genersl analysis of the
land use situation in the United States as of 1954. It is one of a series of
publications published at intervals that show acreages of lend used for crops,
pastures and grazing, forests and woodlands, and other purposes. Because of
the need for fairly complete information on all land used for agriculture,
~both in farms and not in farms, this survey was made for 1954, the year in
-which data for the farm census were obtained. A previous publication, "Major
~Uses of Land in the United States," carried data for 1950.

The many persons who are interested in appraising land use, farm produc-
tion, and consumption of farm products and making studies of land requirements
will find the information contained herein of use. The data will help the
user to (1) see the land used in agriculture in historical perspective, (2)
measure current changes, and (3) Jjudge projected requirements for the future.

A brief digest of the basic data for the various major uses of land is
presented along with 21 summary tables for the United States as a whole and
for the major geographic divisions and farm-production regions. This is fol-
lowed by a series of 22 tables on major uses of land by States, as grouped by
regions.

Reports, records, aerial photographs, and maps prepared by Federal and
State agencies that deal with agricultural statistics, forestry, conservation,
land improvement, and management of public land provided much of the data on
major uses of land. Several agencies in the Department of Agriculture collect
data on acreages of land used and improved for specific purposes, and other
agencies in the Department are interested in and make use of these data.

-To provide total estimates of major uses of land, it is necessary, however,
to assemble and analyze the data on use of land from the various State and
“Federal sources and to fit the segments together. The gaps in the data
assembled from available reports and records are filled so far as possible
by cooperative projects with State agricultural experiment stations and other
agencies.

It is not possible here to give adequate recognition to all State and
Federal workers who aided significantly in this study. The references cited
indicate to a limited extent the sources consulted. Special assistance was
received from M. L. Upchurch and Adon Poli on western rangelands; B. T. Inman,
A. J. Walrath, and W. H. Heneberry on land use data for the Lake States;

‘M. M. Tharp, L. A. Reuss and J. H. Southern on information on pasture and
grazing land in the Southern States.
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MAJOR USES OF LAND IN THE UNITED STATESv
Summary for 1954
By
Hugh H. Wooten and James R. Anderson, agricultural economists
Production Economics Research Branch '
Agricultural Research Service
THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE

The 48 States

Present land use.- The inventory of major uses of land in the United
States shows that the land of the Nation is made up of one-fourth cropland,
one-half pasture and grazing land, and one-sixth forest not pastured. The
rest is in service and miscellaneous other uses. The acreage of cropland
used for domestic production is a little more than 2 acres per capita, and
open or nonforested pasture totals about 4 acres per person. |

In 1954, the major uses of land were as follows: Croplend, including
66 million acres of cropland used only for pasture, 465 million acres; pas-
ture and grazing land, 934 million acres, of which 633 million acres were
open grassland and 301 million acres were woodland and forest land; forest
not pastured, 314 million acres; special uses, such as urban areas, highways,
parks, and other public facilities, 110 million acres; and miscellaneous
other land, 81 million acres (table 1 and fig. l; see also appendix tables
22 to 29). The present distribution of these major uses of land among the
farm production regions is shown in figure 2. o

All of the cropland is in farms. About 62 percent, or 581 million
acres, of pasture and grazing land is in farms and 353 million acres are not
in farms. Nearly a third, or 197 million acres, of woodland and forest is
in farms (table 2). Much of this acreage is scattered smong many farms in
woodlots and small tracts. Other farm areas include farmsteads, feed lots,
storage yards, small orchards, and gardens for home use.

Data assembled in recent agricultural studies indicate that nearly 88
percent of the feed supply obtained from pasture is produced on pasture in
farms, and that the remaining 12 percent is produced on grazing land not in
farms. ;/ One-third of the pasture feed is furnished by rotation or cropland
pasture. Open permanent pasture in farms supplies more than 40 percent.
Woodland pasture in farms furnishes 8 percent of the pasture forage, and
aftermath pasture 8 percent.

1/ Jennings, R. D., Relative Use of Feeds by Livestock Including Pasture
by States. U. S. Dept. Agr. Statis. Bul. 153, 59 pp., illus., 1955.



MAJOR USES OF LAND, 1954
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Table 1.- Major uses of all land in continental United States, 1954 l/

Acreage ; Percentage

Land use :
. of total
:  Million
: acres Percent
Land used for crops, pasture, and forest: :
Cropland used chiefly for crops: :
Cropland harvested, failure, and fallowee=ececccccccaaa; 380 20.0
Land in soil-improvement crops and idle cropland :
not harvested or pasturede--eccceccccccccccccccccaea; 19 1.0
Total 2/-====-ecceccccrccccccacccnannccaccccccaaaa; 399 21.0
Cropland used only for pastureeceececececcccccccccecccaa-: 66 3.4
Total cropland available fOr Cropsesesceccccecce=: 465 2k k4
Pasture and grazing land, not cropland and not woodland-: 633 33.2
Woodland and forest: 3/ : : ,
Pasturede--ec-ecccccccicacccncccccccccecceccccncccnaa" : - 301 15.8
Not pasturede=-eec-ccce-ca e cecccccecasccncccaa; 31k 16.5
Totalemerccceccaccea ceceescescnmecccccnncacnencaaa] 615 32.3
Special use g/--------------------------------------- ----- : 110 5.8
Miscellaneous 5/-=e--e-ce-ccccccccanax ~eceecccccecccccaaaa : 81 4.3
Grand total----- cemcecea ccecccececcaa- cececme=: . 1,904 100.0

i/ For data on each major use for each State and Territory, see table 3 and appendix
table z2.

2/ Total cropland used chiefly for crops in 1954 includes cropland harvested (includ-
ing crops, gardens, and orchards not otherwise reported, and wild hay harvested); crop
failure; summer fallow; cropland in soil-improvement and cover crops not harvested or
pastured, or used for another crop; and temporarily idle cropland.

3/ Woodland and forest, excluding 26 million acres withdrawn from primary forest use
for parks and other special public-use areas, and duplications of 7 million acres with
pasture (not woodland) reported by the 1954 Agricultural Census. The total woodland
and forest area as of January 1, 1953 was approximately 648 million acres, according
to the prelimipary report of the U. S. Forest Service, Timber Resource Review, 1955.

ﬁ/ Urban and town areas, farmsteads and farm roads and lanes, highway and railroad
rights-of-way, airports, parks, wildlife refuges, national defense areas, flood-
centrol areas, and other special-use areas.

5/ Includes miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas not included among other major uses,
including marshes, bare rock areas, deserts, sand dunes, and other lands which now
generally have low value for agricultural purposes but which have social utility for
wildlife and recreational use and potential value for minerals.

Estimates based on data assembled from current records and reports of State and
Federal agencies desling with agriculture and public land management, and from the
reports of the Bureau of the Census for the 1954 Census of Agriculture.
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Table 2.- Major uses of land in farms and not'in'farms,rcoptinental

United States, 1954

' , f _ f Not in f Total =Percentage
Land use :In fa{?s . farms | acreage  of total
~ : Millfon Million Million ,
¢ acres acres acres Percent
ropland: : ' '
Used chiefly for cropg----e-cewe--=: 399 -——- - 399 21.0
 Used only for pasture-----e---eca-- : 66 .- 66 3.4
(YT N — :_B6S .o 465 24
asture and grazing land: :
Open pasture and grazing land----- : W60 173 633 33.2
Woodland pastured---e-ccceccccnaao s 121 180 301 15.8
Total---=-cemmcmccccocccccacanan : 581 2 L 49.0
orest and woodland not pastured----: 76 238 3/ 3 16.5
pecial use areas and miscellaneous :
other land---ecececccccacacaaaan. : 4/ 36 5/155 6/ 191 10.1
Grand total--eeececccccccccaaa : 1,158 T46 1,904 100.0

the calendar-year 1954.

1/ Total acreages of land are for
and and pasture are for 195k.
2/ Land not in farms estimated to
uring the year 195k. ,
3/ The total woodland and forest land in farms and not in farms, including
hat pastured and not pastured, covers about 615 million acres, including
ommercial forest and noncommercial woodland, and exclusive of forested areas
et apart for parks and other special uses and overlaps with pasture (not
oodland). . 4

E/ Farmsteads, feet lots, lanes, ditches, farm roads, highways, and miscel-
neous other areas in farms. .

2/ Other land not in farms includes urban and town areas, highway and rail-
ad rights-of-way, parks, wildlife refuges, national defense areas, flood-
ntrol areas, other special-use areas, and miscellaneous other areas not in
rms. : ,

6/ Special uses and miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas, including marshes,
re rock areas, sand dunes, and deserts.

Acreages of crop-

have been usable for grazing at some time

Estimates of major uses of land in continental United States based on data
sembled by the Production Economics Research Branch, Agricultural Research
rvice, land use inventory project, 1955; from reports of the 1954 Census
Agriculture; and reports and records of the Federal and State land manage-
nt and conservation agencies. :



Trends in land use.- Although the total acreages of cropland, pasture,
and grazing land have not changed greatly since 1920, there have been sig-
nificant changes within and among the major use classes. Foremost among
these trends has been a gradual improvement of land for crops and permanent
pastures by drainage, flood control, irrigation, and clearing. Substantial
shifts also have been made between uses in some regions. For example, crop-
land is increasingly concentrated on fertile and level land. Hilly and
eroded land is being shifted to grass and trees. Shift of crops to the
- better soil areas has helped to increase average yields per acre. More of
the acreage of grazing land is now reported in farms than ever before. This
shift of grazing land to farms has been especially noticeable since 1940,

- and it has served to increase the acreage in farms. '

, Significant changes have occurred also in certain areas in the acreage
_and number of farms absorbed by urban, industrial, and other developments.
Not only has land been shifted to nonfarm uses, but in addition, fringe areas
have been partly ebandoned or are only partially used because of the avail-
ability of more attractive nonfarm employment.

Study of available data on land development snd shifts between major
uses indicates that by 1975, the acreage in the total cropland rotation will
probably increase by about 6 or T percent, if the trend of the last 15 years
~continues. Projection of the recent trend in land development and conversion
. indicates that by 1975, the total cropland area will include around 500 to
- 510 million acres. This will be an increase of 30 million acres or more over
the average acreage used in the 1950's. g/ Much of this increase - possibly
more than half - is likely to come sabout by transfer of some of the best
solil areas that are now in permanent grassland pasture to the cropland rota-
tion. It will not necessarily be new land development, in the same sense as
clearing and drainage of wet woodland, or clearing and irrigation of dry
sagebrush lend, is new land development.

Even though some permanent grassland pasture may be shifted to the crop-
land rotation by 1975, improved permanent pasture will probably increase by
about 25 percent, or 50 to 60 million acres. Here again, much of this in-
crease will not be a net addition to the total acreage of pasture and grazing
land. Instead, it will be the result of reseeding and improvement of exist-
~ ing pastureland. The total land available for pasture and grazing (excluaive
- of rotation pasture), however, may decline slightly by 1975.

Review of our land resourCes indicates that future requirements for lan
likely will be met by the continuation of land improvement and development i
their various forms and by improvement in farming practices that will bring
higher production per acre and per animal unit.

A projected need for an increase by 1975 of 30 to 35 percent in feed
from pasture and grazing land, if obtained without an increase in yield per

g/ Wooten, H. HQ, and Anderson, James R.; Agricultural Land Resources in
the United States, with Special Reference to Present and Potential Cropland
and Pasture. U. S. Dept. Agr., Agr. Inform. Bul. 140, 107 pp., illus., 1955
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acre, would call for a comparable increase of 30 to 35 percent in acreage,
or 300 to 350 million acres. 3/ A look at these figures and at those for
other needs, such as the need for crops and forests, indicates that an in-
crease of this size in the acreage of pasture is improbable if other impor-
tant land uses are to be met. Accordingly, requirements for pasture feed
may need to be met by increesing production on about the same total acreage
used in 1954.

The total forest area possibly will be maintained at about the present
level through a decrease in the acreage classed as pasture and grazing land.
Clearing, however, will occur in some areas and reforestation will proceed
in others. The clearing will be influenced to a considerable extent by the
suitability of the land for cultivation or pasture. The totel area of crop-
land, including rotation pasture, likely will be increased by land develop-
ment and shift of permanent grassland pasture to the cropland rotation. The
area devoted to urban and industrial uses and other high-value purposes,
such as highways, airports, reservoirs, and recreation, probably will also
increase materially by 1975 to meet the needs of an expanding population.

: Ownership and use of land.- More than 7O percent of the land area of
continental United States is privately owned; 3 percent is Indian tribal and
trust-allotted land; and 27 percent is publicly owned and administered by
Federal, State, county, municipal, and other local governments. A large
part of the public land consists of remnants of the original western public
domain. Much of the publicly owned land is used for special public uses,
'which include parks, wildlife refuges, watershed and reservoir sites, high-
ways, airports, military areas, and other public facilities. Multiple uses
are especially significant on areas that are suitable for forestry, grazing,
wildlife, and watershed protection. Only a relatively small part of the
publicly owned land is used as cropland. However, 60 percent is used for
seasonal grazing and 20 percent for forests, often in conJunction with other
extensive multiple uses.

The Territories

The major uses of land in the Territories as of 1950, when the last
census of agriculture was taken, are shown in table 3. In Alaska, cropland
and pasture make up a very small part of the land area. Land not in farms.
is largely undeveloped forest, tundra, and grassland. In Hawaii, cropland
accounts for about a tenth; grassland and brushland pasture comprise a fifth;
and forest and woodland make up three-tenths of the total area. Other land
includes a considerable acreage of nonvegetated lava flows and unusable
palis, gulches, and streambeds. In Puerto Rico, cropland accounts for more
than three-fifths of the land area. About half of it is used for crops and
the other half for pasture. Grassland and brushland.pasture and forest and

;/ Eatimates based chiefly on data contained in the following u. S. Dept.
of Agriculture publications and sources cited therein: Wooten, H. H., Major
Uses of Land in the United States, Tech. Bul. 1082, 100 pp., illus., 1953;
and Agriculture's Capacity to Produce - “Possibilities Under Specified Condi-
tions, Agr. Inform. Bul. 82, 62 pp., illus., 1952, ‘



Table 3.- Major uses of land, Territories of the United States, 1950
§ \

: 3 Graésiahd; ‘: : :

: Total : and brush- ¢ Forest : ' potal

¢t cropland : land pasture, and ¢ Other : lend

Territory : and : excluding = : wood- : land : area

: arable :  cropland : land L7 1

: land 1/ : pf§7ure : 3/ :

: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

: acres .acres acres acres acres
Alaska---memee=: 12 363 153,008 212,099 365,482
American Samoa-: 15 - 30 4 49
Guall-=~-==me--- : 35 Sk 32 10 131
HBavaii--------- s 465 796 © 1,211 1,628 4,100
Puerto Rico----: 1,367 152 218 - 462 2,199
Virgin Islands-: 16 21 , 27 20 84

Total-sevcee-- s 1,910 1,386 154,526 214,223 372,045

;/ For Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, total cropland in-
cludes cropland harvested, crop failure, cropland idle, fallow, cropland in soil-
improvement crops, cropland for future harvest, and cropland pastured. - Cropland

pastured includes cropland that was used for pasture but that could have been
- used for crops without additional clearing, draining, and irrigating. For Amer-
ican Samoe and Guam, areble land includes land planted to crops, land temporarily
fallow, temporary meadows, garden land, and land under tree crops.

g/ For Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, grassland and other
pasture includes rough areas and brushland pastured and any other land pastured
that was not considered as either woodland or cropland. For American Semoa and
Guam, all land classified as permanent meadows and pasture is included.

Includes forest and woodland pastured and not pastured.

_/ Other land includes all unaccounted-for land areas, including urban and
special-use areas, grassland areas not in farms, tundra, nonvegetated lava
flows, sandy beaches, and rock areas.

- Data for cropland and pasture for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Virgin
Islands obtained from the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1950, v. 1, pt. 34.

All data for American Samoa and Guam and acreages of forest land for &ll ter-
ritories are from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
Yearbook of Food and Agricultural Statistics, 1951, v. 5, pt. 1. Although

‘a census of agriculture was not taken for the Territories in 1954, a special
report was published as Vol. III, Part 3, of the 1954 Census of Agriculture.
This publication brings together statistics relating to agricultural inventories
and production for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, District of Columbia, American
Samoa, Guam, and Virgin Islands.
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woodland each account for about a tenth of the total area. Other land, in-
cluding that occupied by buildings, roads, cities and towns, and wasteland,
comprises the remaining fifth. American Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin Islands
are small tropical islands with relatively little commercial agriculture, ex-
cept for some sugarcane produced in the Virgin Islands.

SPECIFIC USES
Cro»land

In 1954, the total acreage of cropland amounted to 465 million acres.
Cropland used for crops totaled 380 million acres, of which 338 million acres
were in cropland harvested,’&/ 29 million acres were cultivated summer fallow,
and 13 willion acres were crop fallure. Also included in total cropland are
19 million acres of croplend in soil-improvement crops or idle, and 66 million
acres of cropland used only for pasture (table 4).

Cro-land used for crops.- Cropland used for crops averaged 380 million
acres for the 5 years 1950-54, as compared with 376 million acres for the
1945-49 period. Since World War II, the acreage of cropland used for crops
has fluctuated from a low of 369 million acres in 1946 to a high of 387
million acres in 1949. Over a longer period of time, cropland used for crops
has remained relatively stable. Since the end of World War I, fluctuation

~rather than progressive change has characterized the period (table 5).

(1) Crgp;and harvested.- Although the acreage of cropland used for
crops averaged 4 million acres more for the period 1950-54 than for the 1945-
49 period, the acreage of cropland from which crops were harvested averaged
7 million acres less for 1950-54 than for 1945-49., The 5-year average for
1950-54 was 339 million acres compared with 346 million acres for 1945-49.
Thus the increase in the acreage of cropland used for crops is accounted for
by increases in crop feilure and fallow which more than offset the decline in

harvested. area.

Several factors account for the decline in the acreage of cropland
harvested. Acreage allotments in effect for certain crops in some years from
1950 to 1954 affected the acreage of cropland harvested. Diversion of acreage
in wheat, cotton, and corn to other crops accounted for much of the acreage
on which allotments applied. Some of this diversion, however, was to such
uses as rotation pasture, soil-improvement crops, and idle cropland. Avail-
ability of urban employment has been a factor in the decline in cropland

,5/ This estimate of cropland harvested made by the Production Economics Re-
search Branch, Agricultural Research Service, is an upward adjustment of ap--
proximately 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested reported by the
1954 Census of Agriculture. This adjustment was necessary in order to compen-
~sate for some of the underenumerstion indicated by the postenumeration survey
conducted by the Bureasu of the Census and to conform with the total acreasge of
crops harvested as reported by the Agricultural Estimates Division of the Agri-
cultural Maerketing Service.
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Teble,h;- Cfopland*' Cropland harvested, failure, fallow, pasture, idle :
and other cropland, continental United States, l95h :

' ' i RPN, 3 Percentage
Land use 7: Acpeage ' of total
:  Million 7
: acres - Percent
, Cropland used for crops: : -
Harvested l/----é-------Q ----- cecmcnas? 338 : , 73
Crop failure 2/---c-ccec-ecea-- S e : 13 ' 3
Summer fallow 3/-----5------7 --------- i 29 o 6
D : 380 82 o
Cropland used for pasture 4/---cceeee--o : - 66 .1k
Other cropland 5/--=-s-ee-semcecceacenns : 19 L
Grand total-------cemcececccccaans : 465 100

l/ An upwvard adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland har-
vested reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for
some of the underenumeration indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted
by the U. S. Bureau of the Census. Cropland harvested 1ncludes 12 million
acres of wild hay cut. :

_/ Cropland on which there was complete crop failure; not harvested, pas-
tured; or planted in another crop.

}/ Cropland cultivated to conserve moisture or kill weeds, or otherwise
prepared for a crop.

h/ Cropland used for pasture includes rotation pasture and other pasture-
land used for cultivated crops. However, it does not include all plowable
pasture.

2/ Other cropland includes idle cropland and the acreage in cover and soil-
improvement crops not harvested, or pastured and not plowed under and used
for another crop during the crop year.

These estimates, which were assembled by the Production Economics Research
Branch, Agricultural Research Service, are based on annual reports and records
of the Agricultural Estimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, and
on the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1954,

harvested in areas where.industry is well developed. Urban .and industrial ex-
pansion into rural areas is also taking cropland. out of production in some
areas. Shifts in type of farming with greater emphasis on livestock and less
on cotton have accounted for reductions in the acreage of croplend harvested
. in some parts of the South. Reversion of cropland to brush and forest is also
taking place in some areas.
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Table 5.- Cropland used for crops,

continental United Stateé; 1909-55

Cropland

: Total crop- °

Index

352

: :  Crop ¢  Summer $1047-4O=
Year E harvested 1/ 3 failure g/ f fallow 3/ i %g?dcgzgg 319h7 ;? 190

: Million Million Million Million

H acres acres acres acres
1909----2 311 9 4 324 86
1910-=--: 317 9 b 330 87
1911----: 322 10 5 337 89
1912----: 320 12 5 337 89
1913----2 324 11 5 340 90
1914----: 326 11 5 342 90
1915----: 332 11 5 348 92
1916----: 332 11 5 348 92
1917~---2 341 11 5 357 9k
1918----: 353 12 5 370 98
1919----: 355 14 5 374 99
1920----: 351 12 5 368 97
1921----2 350 12 6 368 97
1922----: 346 13 6 365 96
1923----: 3h45 14 6 365 96
1924----3 346 13 6 365 96
1925----: 351 12 7 370 98
1926----: - 350 1k 8 372 98
1927-===: 349 15 9 373 98
1928----: 352 U 10 376 99
1929----1 356 13 10 379 100
1930----: 360 11 11 382 101
1931----: 356 17 11 384 101
1932----: 361 11 12 384 101
1933-===2 331 33 1k 378 100
1934-wuut 296 64 15 375 99
1935-==-: 336 25 16 377 100
1936----: 314 43 18 375 99
1937-=--¢ 338 21 20 379 100
1938----: 340 13 19 372 98
1939-==~=: 321 21 21 363 96
1940----: 331 16 21 368 97
1941--=-2 335 12 20 367 97
1942---=2 339 11 20 370 98
1943----2 348 12 17 377 100
1944 -muns 353 10 16 379 100
1945----2 345 9 18 372 98
1946---=: 3k42 8 19 369 97
194T-===2 346 8 19 373 - 98
1948eneas 347 9 22 378 100

9 26 387 102

- Continued -
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Table 5.- Cropland used for crops, continental United States, 1909-55
' - continued .

: Cropland : Crop : Summer : 7Total crop- . Index
Yeor | harvested 1/ : feilure 2/ : fallow 3/ : 1and used 1947-49=100

. . . . for crops . &/

: Million Million Million Million B

H acres acres acres acres
1950----: 337 12 29 378 100
1951----: 336 18 28 382 101
1952---=: 3h1 1 28 380 100
1953-~--: 341 13 26 380 100
1954 -aan 338 13 29 380 100
1955 5/-: 333 17 28 378 100

;/ Includes cropland from which one or more crops were harvested. Cropland
used for soil-improvement crops which was not harvested or pastured and idle
cropland are not included. Acreages in farm gardens, minor crops, and small
farm orchards are only partially included in cropland‘harvested in some years.

2/ Estimates based on acreages reported by the Census of Agriculture, 1925-
45, and annual estimates of crop losses by the former Buresu of Agricultural
Economics and the Agricultural Marketing Service. Acreage of hay land that
produced nothing except pasture in some dry seasons is not included in acre-
age losses.

3/ Estimates of acreage of summer fallow were made only for the geographic
divisions that lie west of the Mississippi River. From 1945 to 1948, esti-
mates of fallow were based chiefly on acreages seeded to wheat on summer
fallow land as estimated by the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics and
based on data issued by the Great Plains Council. For 1949 and subsequent
Yyears, estimates of fallow were based partly on the 1950 and 1954 Censuses of
Agriculture, estimates of wheat seeded on summer fallow made by the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service, and data issued annually by the Great Plains Council.
Estimates for years prior to 1945 were built up from fragmentary data avail-
able in the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics.

4/ Index numbers computed from unrounded data.

5/ Preliminary.

(2) Cro> failure.- Cropland on vwhich crops have failed has increased
in recent years. The 5-year average of crop failure for 1950-54 was 13 mil-
lion acres compared with 9 million acres for the period 1945-49. Failure of
crops comes about mainly because of adverse weather, although insects and di-
seases may also cause demage. Most of the crop failure occurs in the Great
Plains and Mountain States. Between 1950 and 1954, nearly three-fourths of
the total estimated crop failure was located in these 14k States. Drought is
the chief cause of crop failure for the country as a whole, although other
causes, such as floods, frost, hail, and grasshoppers, are at times signifi-
cant in some ereas.
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(3) Cropland fallowed.- Cultivated summer fallow has increased ap-

~ preciably since the end of World War II. This cropping practice is widespread
in subhumid and semiarid regions when small grains are produced without irri-
~gation. In these areas, rainfall may be insufficient for a crop each year

and experience has proved that increases in yields result from fallowing land

_ before small grains are planted. Therefore, such land 13 ordinarily con-

“sidered as a part of the cropland used for- crops.

Cultivated summer fallow reported by the 1954 Census of Agriculture
' amounted to 29 million acres. Annual estimates show an average of 28 million
acres for the 5-year period l950b5h as compared with 21 million acres for
 the 1945-49 period.

In the war and postwar years, because of the high price of vheat,

~ permanent grasslands in high-risk areas have been plowed up for production of

- wheat. An increase in cropland fallowed has accompanied the plowing. Re-
ports of the Census of Agriculture and annual estimates of acreage prepared

~ in the Agricultural Marketing Service indicate that in recent years when ,
‘allotments for wheat were in effect, the acreage of cultivated summer fallow
‘'has remained high. This is explained partly by the fact that higher yields of
wheat are obtained on fallowed than on other cropland. :

Princi-al crops harvested. Acreages in principal ‘crops harvested, ‘as ref
_ported by the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the Agricultural
‘Marketing Service, plus estimated acreages in fruits, tree nuts, and farm
gardens, averaged 347 million acres in 1951-53. Principal crops harvested
amounted to 346 million acres in 1954 and 340 million acres in 1955 (fig. 3).
Feed grains and hay crops occupied 213 of the 347 million acres in the 1951-

- 53 period. These crops accounted for 225 million acres in 1954 and 229 mil-
lion acres in 1955. Food crops averaged 102 million acres in 1951-53, but
totaled only 93 and 87 million acres, respectively, in 1954 and 1955. Cotton,
flaxseed, tobacco, and a few minor crops accounted for the remaining acreage.

Significant ahirta in the acreage of several crops occurred between 1951-
- 53 and 1954-55. These shifts may be explained by the influence of acreage
~allotments for wheat and cotton, which were ‘in effect in l95h and 1955 but not
~ during the 1951-53 period. Sharp decreases occurred in the acreages of wheat

~ and cotton. Most of the acreage diverted from these crops was used for sor-
‘ghums, barley, oats, scybeana, ‘and flaxseed (table 6).

Totel cropland available for crops.- The decrease in total cropland from
478 to 4.5 million acres between 1949 and 195% smounted to 13 million acres.
Acreage allotments on wheat, cotton, and corn that were in effect in 1954 en-
couraged diversion of much of the cropland used for these crops to nonallotment
‘crops, but part of the acreage was diverted to pasture and partAof it remained
~idle and fallow. ,

The decrease of 3 million acres in cropland used only for pasture tetween
l9h9 and 1954 may be explained partly by the fact that in 1949 cropland used
“only for pasture that was not actually in rotation with crops was more fre-
- quently reported as cropland than in 1954 This shift is particularly evident
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Table 6 Principal crops harvested, continental United States, average
' -1951-53, annual 195k and 1955 '

Total feed grains

Item : 1951-53 : 1954 ': 1955 1/
) :Million acres Million acres Million acres
Food crops: 3
~ Food grains: : :
Wheate=ce-aeac e T :  66.7 54.3 47.2
Riee--------------------‘-’---9:, 2.0 . 2-5 108
Ryeee-corcoccccmccacimcnaccaa.. : 1.5 1.7 2.1
BuCkWheat--4—°-- --------------- : .2 - .2 orl
Total food grains : L4 51
Irish potatoes----me-ememceecaooc : 1.k 1.k 1.4
‘Sweetpotatoeg--cemeccocacaccaaaao : .3 .3 A
Dry beang=-=eeecmceccccmcccmccaaan : 1.3 1.6 1.6
- Dry pe@secceccccccccccccccacaaaa. : 3 3 3
~ Sugarcane for sugar and seed----- H 3 .3 3
Sugar beets------ e it L L H 7 9 T
Sugarcane and sorgo sirup--------: 1 .1 S
~ Peanuts for nuts-------e-eceecee-- T 1.7 1.4 1.7
- Soybeans for be@ng-----eececceeaa: 14,2 17.0 18.6
Fruits and planted nuts 2/------- : 4.8 ‘4.5 4.5
Vegetables for fresh market : v o
and commercial processinge-s---: 3.9 3.9 3.8
Farm gardens-s-f--q------- ------- $ 2.6 2.4 2.k
Total food crops-~;ee-------e; 102.0 ~92.8 _87.0
Feed crops: f :
Feed grains: : K | -
B —eecccceemeee-: 808 80.3 - 80.0
08t8om—cmmemccmccmececmeeeos: 3801 §2.3 40.9
Barley------cca-- eccccecccccaa=: 8.8 13.2 14,3
Sorghums except SiIUPO--e—' ----- 120 18, 20.9

'All hay: ' R -

- Tame /------_---;;.-,--------;, 58.3 58.2 60.0
wild—--—---- ------------------- s__1k.5 13.2 12.7
Total hay---eme--mmmemmcemce=i 2.8 7.k 0 72.7

Total feed érops----------f; 212.8 225.3 . 228.Br

- Continued
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Table 6.- Principal crops harvested,—continEBtal United States, average
1951-53, annual 1954 and 1955 - continued

1951-53

e o8

Item : : 1954 1955 1/
- :Million acres Million acres Million scres
Other crops: :
Cotton-coccommmmmaaae .. :  25.6 19.2 16.9
Flaxseed-e-=covccuaoao e DT : 3.9 5.6 )
Tobacco--cmmccmmmmmm e H 1.7 1.7 1.5
Minor crops 4/----ceeeeeaeo_ 1. 1.0 1.2
Total other crops------- ————e- : 2.3 27.5 2k5
Total 59 harvested crops 5/-------: 339.7 338.7 - 333.3
Total 59 harvested crops, fruits, :

planted nuts, and farm gardens--
- 1/ Preliminary. ‘

g/ Includes tree fruits, small fruits, and planted nuts, as reported by the
195k Census of Agriculture, and estimates of the Production Economics Research
Branch of acreage in orchards having less than 20 fruit or nut trees.

3/ Excluding peanut-vine hay which is largely duplicated in peanuts picked
or threshed. ' '

&/ Broomcorn, cowpeas, sweetclover seed, and timothy seed.

2/ The acreage of the 59 principal crops excludes duplicated acreage in
‘alfalfa, red clover, alsike clover, and lespedezs seeds, peanut vine hay, and
velvetbeans. Also not included are sweet corn for fresh market, some of the
- less important commercial vegetables (282,000 acres in 1952), hops, popcorn,
cranberries, spelt, and various legumes and other crops harvested by live-
stock. '

347.1 345.6 340.3

As reported by the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Agricultural
Marketing Service in Crop Production, Annual Summary, 1952-55. Estimates of
acreage in farm gardens, fruits, and planted nuts are based on the 1954 Cen-
sus of Agriculture.

in parts of the South, where the seeding of pasture on cropland taken out of
crop production proceeded rapidly after World War II. Much of this cropland,
which had been seeded for only a short time when the 1950 Census of Agricul-
ture was taken, has remained in pasture, and by 1954, it was generally con-
sidered as permanent grassland pasture.
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Pasture and Grazing Land

As shown in the tabulation below, nearly a billion acres of'land were
grazed in continental United States in 1954. The acreage of land used for
pasture and grazing in continental United States in 1954 was:

Million acres

Grassland:

In farms
Cropland used only for pasture 1l/-------ccccecccccamcaaa- 66
Open permanent pasture---c--ceccccccccnccrccccccccncncca- L60

Not in farms

Total grassland pasture and grazing land g/-- ------ -—-= 699

Forest and wqodland:

In farmg-e=--ccccccccca- L 12
Not in farmg---eecc-ccceccccccccccccncccncacaaaax B lgg‘
Total------------—-------------------------------------:,7301,
Grend tot@le---e-ccccccccacccacccao ——————— L 1,000

}/ Cropland used only for pasture is included also as land available for
crops in tables 6, 22, 23, and 25.

2/ Includes cropland used only for pasture.

This acreage included 699 million acres in grassland pasture and grazing land,
and some 301 million acres of woodland and forest grazed during part of the
year. 2/ The grassland pasture included 66 million acres of cropland used
only for pasture. It is estimated also that some 80 to 90 million acres in
plented fields are pastured for short periods each year. These include fall

§/ The term "grassland" or "open pasture and grazing land" includes all
land used primarily for pasture and grazing exclusive of the woodland and
forest pastured or grazed. It includes the shrub and brushland types of
pasture and grazing land such as sagebrush, scattered mesquite, and some other
shrub types in the West, and some scattered brushland pasture in the East,
and all tame and wild or native grasses and legumes and other forage used for
pasture or grazing. ' I
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and winter pasturage of small grain, and after-harvest pasturage of wheat,
‘hay, and cornstalk and stubble fields. The acreage of crops pastured as well
- as the acreage of pasture and grazing ‘land varies from year to year, depending
on the weather and the available forage. More than 90 percent of all pasture

: and grazing land is grazed for some period each year.

- At present, more than a third of the feed for livestock comes from pas-
~ture and grazing 1and. The average yield per acre for unimproved grazing
lend,’ ‘however, is low compared with that from cropland. Large acreages of
this land furnish pasture for only a few weeks in certain seasons of the yeer.
~ With respect to agriculture, much of it can be used only for grazing; it is
“not suitable for cultivated crops or for other intensive uses. Even though
~ pasture and grazing lands have been improved by seeding end other practices,
- the increase in production from pasture has been less rapid than that from
~cropland in recent years. , ,

~ Exclusive of cropland pasture, there are about 934 million acres of pas-
~ ture and grazing land. About 62 percent is in farms and ranches. The rest
48 largely public land and large privately owned forest tracts not in farms.
- More than half of the farm and ranch pasture and nearly 80 percent of the

grazing land not in farms is in the Hestern—Range Region, or roughly west of
the 100th meridian. 6/ ,

- 'More than half of the pasture and grazing land (56.5 percent), exclusive
of cropland ‘pasture, is in the 11 Western States. Here about 70 percent of
 the land area is devoted to this use. Pasture and grazing land occupies
" slightly less than half the land area in the 1k Southern States from Virginia
~to Texas and Oklahoma, inclusive. Approximately a fourth of the land in the
=’Northern States is used for pasture and grazing land. :

- Most of the forest and woodleand suitable for grazing is in the Southern
irand Western States. More than half of the_woodland ‘and forest area in these
regions has some forage of value for grazing. More than 40 percent of the
grazed forest and woodland in the country lies in the Western States. Only in
‘some of the Southern States, however, does woodland used for grazing make up
as much as half or more of the total paatured acreage.

'~ Recent shifts in acreages of 'asture and grazir land ‘exclusive of crop-
land used only for pasture).- Acreages of pasture and grazing land continued
To decline somewhat from 1949 to 1954 as ‘additional woodland and forest areas
were closed to grazing, and areas of young tree growth thickened to & point
- at vwhich grazing was no longer profitable. Shifts of more land to urban and
industrial development and other nonagricultural uses also were a factor in
rthe decline., Much pastureland was seeded and otherwise 1mproved. Thus the

o 6 About h5 percent ‘of the farm pasture 1a in the ‘11 Western States. An ad-
ditional 10 percent lies in the Great Plains Counties of North and South Dakota,
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas, which are included in the Western Range
‘Region. More than 75 percent of the grazing land not in farms is in the 11
Western States.
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overall changes were lower than they would have been had there been no im-
‘provement. The net result of these shifts was a decline of 17 million acres
in pasture and grazing land, exclusive of cropland used only for pasture.

(1) Pesture in farms.- An increase occurred from 19149 to 1954 in

open permanent pasture in farms of 4h million acres. This increasse came ebont .

‘chiefly becsuse of shifts of cropland to pasture, clearing and improvement of -
‘land, transfer of grazing land not in farms to pastureland in fem, and re-
classification by the agricultursl census of 1954 of some land clasaed in 1950
‘as woodland and brush as open permanent pasture. The net change in all pas-
ture in farms exclusive of cropland used only for pasture was an increase of
,31 million acres (fig. k). ,

(2) Rar_:ge‘nd not in farms.- A decrease from 19&9 to 195h of 48 mil-
;lion acres of graezing lend not in farms occurred chiefly because of transfer
of land not in farms to 1lsnd in farms, a decrease in the acreage of woodland
and forest grezed, and the closing of depleted and other areas to graz:lng.,
The decrease in the acreage of grazing land not in farms was offset to the ex-
tent of 31 million acres by the increase in the acreage of pasture in farms.
Thus the net decrease in the acreage of pasture and grazing land, not 1ncluding
a decrease of 3 million acres in cropland used only for pasture, amounted to
17 million acres.

Federal and State land used for -~ razing.- Neerly a third of the pasture
and grazing lend \exclusive of cropland used only for pasture) is Federal and
‘State land (see tabulation below). In 1954, of approximately 252 million
acres of Federal land that were classified as usable for grazing under permits
‘and leases, ‘ebout 7 million acres were closed temporarily to graz:lng in order
to ellow for reseeding snd restoration. This left 245 million acres in active
use. More than 90 percent of this land, or 231 million acres, is public domain
land in grazing districts or public land in national forests and related land
utilization and other areas in vhich established local farmers and ranchers
‘have customarily carried on seasonal grazing under a system of permits. More
'jthnn 65,000 permits and leases were in use from 1949 to 1954. Although the
‘use of Federal lend is importsnt to many individual farmers and ranchers and
‘to the livestock industry of certain western regions , the feed supplied by
Federal grazing land represents less than 5 percent of all forage required by
‘livestock in the country as a whole. The contribution to total production is
‘less than proportional to the acreage because of the inherently low quality of ,
much of the Federal rangeland as compared with improved pasture and range in -
private ownership. , '

In addition to the 231 million acres of Federal land that are usable for
azing by permit, 21 million acres are leased for grazing. The chief part of
this acreage consists of scattered sections of public domain land in the set-
tled farming and ranching aress, which vere passed over by homesteaders and
others. Some dry land in reclemation projects is leased for grazing, pending
,developmnt of water supplies for irrigstion. Some national defense land also
1s leased annually or seasonally » when not needed for public purposes. -
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Ownership of pasture and grazing land in continental United States in
1954 was as follows: v

Ownershi » ' Million acres
Private l/eccccccccccmcccnmcacmccccccccccccccncccceeeece. 660
Indian 2/-ecceccccca- crsecccccercccrcnccrcnccccncccn. ceccacas -—- i

Total private and Indi@n-------ceccccccmmcaaa- T - ---- TO&
Public: .

Federal 3/--eeeeeemececee- O S I - 252

State b/ cemccmmmm s 4

Total PUbLiCe=sesemseceoscoococ oo eeeceeeeeeeeeee 06

Totalo=ececocccomamccamana-x S ceecee- —emmeae --- 1,000

;/ All private individual, partnership and corporate holdings, including
some individually owned Indian tracts and possibly a few publicly owned in- ~_
stitutional farm pastures and local govermment holdings.

2/ Trival and trust-allotted lands under guardianship of the United States
Government. - , -

3/ Federally owned lands, including national forests and public domain lands
in grazing districts and other areas.

4/ State-owned lands, including school-grant lands and other State-owned
_ areas.,

In 1954, approximately 4i4 million acres of State land were leased or
othervise made available for grazing. This State land supplies about 1 per-
cent of the forage requirements of the country. The greater part of the
State land is in the 17 Western States. Several of the Great Plains and
other Western States have sizable areas of school-grant and other lands that
are leased to farmers and ranchers for the grazing of livestock. Long-term
leases usually are made, thus providing for security in operation. Much of
the land is in scattered school sections but considerable acreages in a few
States asre in contiguous blocks large enough for ranches. Of particular im-
- portance in this respect are the school lands, both &s a source of income for
schools when efficiently managed and as a supply of land for rental by local
farmers and ranchers. The State land is more productive on the average than
the public domain or grazing district lands, as much of it was selected from
the better parts of the public domain prior to settlement.

The public lands, both Federal and State, that are administered for graz-
ing and forestry are more generally suited to these purposes than to any other
use. The continued welfare of the livestock industry depends upon the bal-
anced and complex integration of land use. This involves all of the range-
land and all classes of land ownership. Within the range country are limited
irrigated areas devoted to production of specialty crops, but the backbone of
the agricultural economy over extensive areas is the livestock industry. Sup-
Plemental forage produced on irrigated land depends on water supplies from
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high mountain watersheds. These watersheds produce valuable livestock forage
for summer use and yield water to produce much of the rest of the forage re-
quired annuslly by the livestock on the cultivated lands that lie below. The
~ significance of the public grazing and forest lands is due partly to their
watershed values, but they also provide spring, fall, and some winter grazing
and thereby round out the annual forage requirements of dependent livestock
operations.

, Indian land used for grazing.- In 1954, approximately 4 million acres
~ of Indian land were used for grazing. Much of the Indian grazing land is

- made up of dry range and desert shrub land. Several acres of this land -
often 20 to 30 or more - are needed to carry cne cow during the grazing
season.

About three-fourths of the Indian grazing land, or 33 million acres,
was used for grazing by Indian farmers and ranchers in 1954. Permits are
issued in connection with some of the tribal lends, but usually individual
allotments are made. Some trust-allotted land is leased to Indians or non-
Indians, on the basis of competitive bids, when the persons for whor the land
is held in trust are not able to use it. Indians are encouraged to use
Indian land. If an Indian operator is in position to use Indian land, he is
given preference in leasing the land. Indian lsnd leased to non-Indians is
managed by the Indian agencies, and leases are adapted tc local situations.
The proceeds from the sale of grazing privileges belong to the tribes or
individuals who own the land.

The importance of the livestock industry to the Indians, and the value
of the watersheds involved, meke the ccnservative use of these forage and
soil rescurces important. In general, the forage has been utilized in ac-
cordance with the principles of conservation. In the Southwest, however,
continuing drought and heavy grazing pressures by the Indians in the past are
creating major problems in range management.

Improved pasture.- The acreage of improved pasture is estimated at 215
million acres, which include 66 million acres of croplend used only for pas-
ture. The acreage of improved pasture increased from an estimated 175 mil-
lion acres in 1939 to 215 million acres in 1954, an increase of 40 million
acres, or an average of about 2.7 million acres per year. 1/ The acreage of

“improved pasture now represents nearly a third of the entire grassland or
nonforested pasture and grazing land area of 699 million acres. Increased
interest in improved pasture is shown by the many farmers and ranchers who
have carried out pasture-improvement work in the last few years.

I/ For reference, see table 16. Improved pasture includes cropland used
only for pssture, and other grassland pasture in farms generally in tame
grasses and legumes, either seeded or natural growth, but may include native
forege land that has been improved. All classes have had two or more im-
provement or conservation practices applied, such as weed and brush control,
artificial or natural seeding or reseeding, fertilization, drainage,; irri-
gation, or other similar practices that improve yields.
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A larger acreage of 1nproved pasture could be attained without reducing
“the acreage of cropland or forest. The greatest opportunity for increasing 7
production of forage is through improvement of the acreage now used for pas-
“ture. Experience has shown that old, neglected pastures can be ‘renovated ;
and production 1ncreaaed. The inclusion of additional pasture 4in the regular :
cropland rotation has aided the 1mprovement and production of pasture.

Improvement of pesture and grazing land offers opportunities and pre-
sents problems in all regions. Much of this land cannot be used successfully
for crops without expensive improvement. In the West, much of the grazing
land is range on which per acre yields of forage are low because of limited
rainfall. In the South, large areas grazed are made up of bruah, woodland,

- and depleted cropland. :

Unimproved grazing lend.- Unimproved grazing land consists mainly of ‘un-
developed land which, because of rough topography, poor or unsuitable soil,
insufficient precipitation, lack of irrigation water, or other reasons, can-
not be used successfully for crops and improved pastures without considerable
improvement. This land is suitable for grazing by domestic livestock, and it
is capable of supporting uncultivated and unfertilized forage, primarily na-
tive grasses and other forage plants.

Unimproved grazing lend is generslly considered to include forage-
producing forest land economically suitable for grazing by domestic livestock.
To this extent, grazing and forest lands overlsp. Greazing land excludes
large blocks of forest land on which forage is insufficient for domestic live-
stock, even .though such areas are contiguous to areas suitable for grazing
use,

The principasl native or unimproved grazing lands are found in the West
and the lower South. In the West, they are predominantly grasslands or desert
shrublands too dry for arable farming, although mountain woodland, which is
moist enough for trees but is generally too rough for tillable farming, is
also important. In the South, they are mainly forested grazing lands in the
Coastal Plains, together with some important areas of wet prairie and marsh.

Just where the line should be drawn between unimproved grazing lands
suitable for grazing and low-capacity lands, such as deserts, on which graz-
ing of domestic livestock is not feasible, is often & problem. Such lov-
capacity land is not usually considéred grazing land. .

Much of the depleted unimproved grazing land casn be restored to higher
productivity more economically through management than through cultivation.
Control and limitation of grazing in accordance with carrying capecity, allow-
ance cf growth for natural seeding, artificial reseeding of open areas and
abandoned fields, and removal of competing brush sre among the chief methods
of restoring grazing land. Abandoned fields that are submarginsl for crop -
production snd are used for grazing even though they need reseeding to grass
are classified as grazing land. Unimproved land (including forested areas)
nov used for grazing is estimated at approximately 785 million acres.
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- Income enters strongly into the question of whether or not arable pas-
ture or grazing land can best be used for native pasture, tame pasture, cul-
tivated crops, or other purposes. Costs and returns also enter into the
‘problem of the degree to which the grazing resources of nonareble rangelands
should be shared among livestock, wildlife, recreation, and watershed inter-
. ests. S ' ' ' :

- Classification of land as range has been questioned on the grounds that
- it does not always provide a lower limit of usefulness as natural pasture -

a8 limit below which the land would not be regarded as range. Some land is
so arid, so rocky, so inaccessible, so steep, or otherwise 80 inherently -

- unproductive that although it does provide some native pasturage, the quan-

~ tity is so small that to term it "range" is misleading. To graze it with
domestic livestock may be uneconomic. From & stockman's viewpoint, it may

~ ‘better be called wasteland than rangeland. This lower limit fluctuates with
~ the seasonal precipitation and the water supply; it varies also with economic

conditions and with the type of ranching operations carried on.

Woodland and Forest

The total area in continental United States classified as forest and
woodland by the recent Timber Resource Review is 648 million acres in round
- numbers, of which 484 million is commercial and 164 is noncommercial. 8/ .
By definition of forest land, 42 million acres of nonstocked and other opén or
nonforested areas are included in the area classified as commercial forest
land. 2/ Much of this acreage is cropland, pasture, and closely cutover land
apparently idle or not used for any other purpose that was thought toc be
suitable and available for producing timber at the time of the field survey.
Of the acreage classified as nonstocked forest land, approximately 17 million
acres are in the Northern States, 16 million acres are in the Southern States,
and 9 million acres are in the Western States. '

The forest area also includes 15 million acres of productive and 11 mil-
lion acres of nonproductive reserved lands in national and State parks, monu-
ments and wilderness areas, and other special uses. These lands were set
aside by statute, ordinance, or administrative order for public purposes.
Deduction of these special public-use areas from the total forest land area
leaves 622 million acres available primarily for timber and related uses.

§/ U. S. Forest Service. The Timber Resource Review, ch. IX, Appendices:
A. Summary of Basic Statistics, and B. Definition of Terms. Preliminary.
1955.

2/ Definition of forest land: Includes (a) lands that are at least 10 per-
cent stocked by trees of any size and capable of producing timber or other ..
wood products, or of influencing the climate or the water regime; (b) land *
from which the trees described in (a) have been removed to less than 10 per-
cent stocking and which have not been developed for other use; (c) afforested
areas; and (d) chaparral areas.
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Forest land area in continental United States in 1953 wés as follows: ;/

‘Forest land ’ ' Million acres

Commercial forest 18nd 2/--=-=e-ecececemmecccmmommcnoccaoooaao. 48k
Noncommercial forest land-

Reserved ,
Productive~ce-e-u- SR Seectccveccccccccccccncaccaa- 15
Unproductivesseeecencecaccncccncccnacccacnmccccccccaao 11

Total reserved-e-seececececccecccccacan-a- S - R 26
Unreserved=--eeeccecoeaa- ——eeeeeee —————- cemeceen ceccmcmeaaa I%g
Total noncommercial--e---ecemcececmcmccccccmmnncacaaa. 164
Total forest land are@-------cc-sccccmccecccccancne- 648

Less reserved forest land in parks and
other special useS-----=-c-cccccccmceccmcmccccaaa.- R 26

Totale-=--eecececcacccncacaa cmmerece- cceecemccceeca- —eeea 622

Less overlaps in other land

and pasture---e-cceccccccca.. cemcence- cmecccecccan ——ee= e 71
Net forest land are@--------ccceoee- ——————— ceemceccaee 615

;/ U. S. Forest Service, Timber Resource Review, Preliminary, ch. ix.

g/ Acreages are rounded to the nearest million. For exsmple, commercial
forest land area of 484.3 millions includes 41.6 million acres of nonstocked
and other areas; T72.7 million acres 10 to 40 percent stocked; 323.9 million
acres over 40 percent stocked; and 46.1 million acres old-growth sawtimber
stands. ' -

- An additional 7 million acres of forest land overlap other Land uses reported
by the agricultural census and other land use surveys, thus leaving an esti-
mated net forest and woodland area of 615 million acres. Differences in
definition of forest land in the timber-resource survey and in the agricul-
tural census and other surveys account for much of this overlap.

Nearly half, or 301 million acres, of the woodland and forest are esti-
-~ mated to be grazed at some time during the year, or to have forage of signif-
. icant value for pasturage. Much of the forested area also has other signi-
ficant values in addition to timber and forage. Among the chief additional
contributions of forest lands are sources of water for irrigation and other-
purposes, watershed protection, wildlife habitat, recreation and scenic and
climatic values.
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Sr:ocial and Miscellaneous Uses

Special uses of land vary widely. They include such uses as those for
urban areas, highways, railroads, airports, parks, national defense areas,
vildlife refuges, farmsteads, and farm roads and lanes. For the most part,
~ these uses are ronagricultural. Recent interest in this group of uses cen-
-ters around the guestion of whether or not it is desirable to use good agri-
~cultural land for urban sites and other similar purposes when less desirable
agricultural land suitable for such uses is svailable. Competing demands for
the use of land are particularly acute in good farming areas where urban and
industrial expansion has been rapid. '

The acreage occupied by the special-use land specified in table 7 totals
110 million acres (Refer also to appendix table 30 for data by States and re-
gions). Urban and transportation areas account for about two-fifths of the
total land area occupied by these special uses. Parks and wildlife areas oc-
-cupy about a fourth of the total area in special uses. National defense and
atomic energy installations, flood-control areas, and State-owned institution-
al and related sites account for another fourth. The remaining tenth of the
area in special uses is in farmsteads and farm rcads and lanes.

Ordinarily, urban and transportation areas are wost directly in competi-
tion with agriculture for the use of level and fertile land. Othber special
uses for vhich separste estimates have not been made also frequently compete
with agriculture for land. Examples of such areas are industrial, nonfarm
residential, and commercial sites in rural areas; mining areas; clay, sand,
and stone quarry sites; cemeteries; and golf courses.

Use of land for artificial reservoirs is not shown in table 7. As reser-
veir areas are deducted from the land area when completed, they are rot in-
cluded among the special uses of land. Excluding most natural lakes with
controlled water levels, artificial reservoirs now occupy sbout 7 million
acres.

According to available statistice, the acreage of land in urban areas,
highways, airports, and reservoirs incrcased an average of sbout 831,000 acres
per year from 1945 to 1954. Increase in urban areas accounted for 395,000
acres of this average snnual increase, reservoir areas accounted for 360,000
acres, highways for 78,000 acres, and airports for 5,000 acres. The area oc-
cupied by rallroads decreased by about 7,000 acres annually during this period.
Not all of the land occupied by these nonagricultursl uses is cultivable land.
In addition to the changes in area used for the specific purposes mentioned
above, increases in the area occupied by parks, wildlife aress » and national
defense areas occurred.

Other miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas include deserts, sand dunes »
bare rock areas, and mershes. The total acreage included in this category
amounted to about 80 million acres in 1954, Land with these physical charac-
teristics that is used for such things as military areas, parks, and wildlife
refuges is not included in the above total.
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TableVT.- Land in special-use areas, continental United States, 1954

It ;, Acresge : FPercentage
‘ e - g . of total
'+ Milliom
: acres Percent
" Urben areas 1/------cc-coccaeann mmmmmeeeea : 18.6 16.9
Rural transportation aresas: H ,
Highways and roads 2/-------===ceccceccoa- : 19.8 17.9
Railroads 3/-==--cecccmecmaccmmcaaaaa. -—-e: 3.4 341
ALrports bfe-ccecoucmmococcocccccmana- S 1.3 1.2
Potalomommememeemmeeeean S ————— : 24,5 22.2
Farmsteads 5/---===--c-comcomeomoconcaaoaao- : 9.0 8.2
Farm roads and 12nes---=---------= sesescsc-=; 2.0 ) 1.8
Parks: . ' - :
Nationsl parks 6/-----c---a-- cmmemceccenaat 14.0 12.7
State parks J/----ecececeaaa- LT LTy 4.7 4.3
. Totale-emmememceecseeeemee—a———c c————— 18. 17.0
Wildlife areas: , : .
Federal areas 8/---ceccemcaccccacacaaas -—- 3.9 3.5
State areas 9/-=-e-eree-- cmemmmcmccceaaaa: 4.9 L.5
Totale==--=cman cecescemanan SO 8.8 8.0 ,
National defense areas: e/ - :
Ary-==-===semcmeceeeecocmam————- —————-- : 7.1 6.4
Alr Force-=---c-ccccecccocccccnccccana- .-l 10.2 9.3
Navy--e=ccecccacccnaa- meececccceccccaaa- -3 4,2 3.8
Totale-=nn--=nnn memcteacrancmnaen S : 21, 19.
Flood-control aress 10/--e-ceccccccaa-n ————-t 3.9 3.5
Atomic energy areas 10/---e--e-cmcmccccaaaa- : 2.0 ‘ 1.8
State-owned institutional sites and s
miscellaneous other uses 11/---------cue-- : 1.2 1.1
Grand total 12/ : 110.2 100.0

- Continued



28

Table 7.- Lend in special-use areas, continental United States, 1954

_/ Areas occupied by towns and cities. of 1 000 population and over are as of December 1954.

: Estimates are based on annexations since 1950, as reported by the Municipal Yearbook and the

-Bureau of the Census. Estimates of unincorporated areas added to urban areas since 1950 were
based on the proportion of unincorporated to incorporated areas in 1950. Revision of the
1950 total urban area as reported in U. S. Dept. Agr. Tech. Bul. 1082 was made on the basis

" of 2 subgequent reports released by the Bureau of the Census. For places not reported by the
Bureau of the Census, estimates were made by measurement of built-up areas on recent topo-

ngrajhic maps and aerial photographs and by comparison with areas reported in 1940. Adjust-
ments in census areas for incorporated places were made to exclude large non-built-up areas

. from urban land, particularly in the New England States. Approximately 10 million additional
~acres are occupied by rural villages and towns, with populations of 100 to 1,000. The esti-

. mated acreage in these villages and towns is now included in other major uses of land, such
as forest, grazing, farm, and other land. Separation would call for revision of accepted
major land use areas of many counties and States. :

- 2/ Estimates of acreage in highways as of 1954 were derived by applying average right-of—
way widths reported by State highway departments to the mileage in different highway systems
reported by the Bureau of Public Roads.

/ Estimates of acreage in railroad rights-of—way are based on State-by-State changes in
mileage reported by the Interstate Commerce Commission, 1945-53.

E/ Airports used strictly for personal use or for military purposes are excluded as such
areas are largely duplicated in agricultural and military uses of land respectively. Airports
within corporate limits of cities and those surrounded by built-up areas in unincorporated
places were also excluded.

_/ Rural homesites outside of towns and villages and not located on farms occupy an undeter-
mined acreage, particularly along msjor highways near cities. The number of such homesites
has been increasing. In some areas, many of the homesites on former farms are in this cate-
gory, and the decline in acreage in farmstesds in such areas merely indicates that such home-
sites are no longer located on farms as defined by the Bureau of the Census.

6/ As of June 30, 1954, national recreation areas are excluded as these areas are reported
by the Bureau of Reclamation. Nationel park areas in Hawaii and Alaska are also excluded.
Major water areas in national parks as compiled by -the National Park Service as of March 1953
were deducted from the total area reported.

7/ Areas in State parks exclude water bodies of 4O acres or more. Adirondack and Catskill
parks or forest-preserve areas are included in the acreage reported for New York.

8/ Does not include areas under the primsry jurisdiction of another agency or land leased
for wildlife purposes. Excludes 1,520,000 acres in the Cabeza Prieta and Kofa areas in
Arizona and 2,728,711 acres in the Desert Game and Charles Sheldon areas in Nevada, which
were reported in grazing districts by the Bureau of Land Msnagement.

9/ State wildlife areas are as reported in U. S. Dept. Agr. Cir. 909 plus lands acquired
since 1950 by the States for wildlife purposes under the Pittman-Robinson and Dingel:-Johnson
acts and by the States themselves without assistance from Federal funds. .

lg/ As reported in the Inventory Report on Federal Real Property in the United States as of
June 30, 1955, prepared by the General Services Administration at the request of the Committee
on Appropriations of the Urited States Senate, Senate Doc. 100, 84th Cong., 24 Sess., 1956.
__/ State-owned rural land held for institutional sites and miscellaneous other uses such

as National Guard camps and rifle ranges, fairgrounds, airports, radio stations, flood-control
areas, and watershed-protection areas. Data are incomplete for some States.

lg/ The following special uses cof rural land are not included: Reservoirs, industrial and
commercial sites in rural areas, mining areas, clay, sand, and stone quarry sites, powerline
rights-of-way, cemeteries, and golf courses. Water area in reservoirs, exclusive of most
natural lakes with controlled water levels totaled approximately 7 willion acres as of Decem-
ber 31, 1953. As the approximate lsnd area of the United States excludes all netural or
artificial water bodies of 4O acres or more, the srea in reservoirs is considered separately
from other special uses, Most reservoirs have 8 protective belt or area surrounding the
reservoir., For some reservoirs, this area may be nearly equal to the water area of the reser-
voir, while for others it may be considerebly less. These areas are often forested for water-
shed protection. They may also be used for recreaticn and for wildlife protection.
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LAND CAPABILI‘I‘Y

The total land area of the United States is approximately l,90h
- million acres. This constitutes the total land-resource base, which is made
“up of land of differing qualities. Estimates made in conjunction with the
land-capability inventory carried out by the U, S. Soil Conservation Service
make it possible to draw several significant comparisons between current

land use and land capability (table 8). :

The land-capability'classification divides land into eight general
classes. These classes in turn are subdivided into subclasses and units
~according to more detailed characteristics pertaining to kind of limita-
tions on use and necessary management practices, These land classes indi-

cate the degree of risk involved in using the land for different purposes.
Class I land is level and easy to farm, and there is little or no danger
from erosion. There are an estimated 72 million acres of class I land in
the country as a whole. More than half of this class I land is located in -
the North Central States.

Land in capability classes II and III is also suited to cultivation
if certain limitations such as slope, sandy soil, tight subsoil, or other
permanent limiting features are kept in mind in using it. Class II land
needs such easily applied prectices as contouring, protective cover crops,
and simple water-mansgement practices. Class III land can be cultivated
safely only if careful attention is given to such -conservation measures as
terracing and strip cropping on slopes and good water management on flat
areas. The total acreage in these two classes is sbout equal.

Capability class IV includes land that must be cultivated with extreme
care. It should be used only occasionally for cultivated crops. It can be
~used safely for hay crops or pasture. <

Land in classes V, VI, and VII is not suited to cultivation but may
be used for grazing or forestry. Class V land has few restrictions when
-used for grazing or forestry, while land in classes VI and VIiI has moderate
to severe limitations vhen used for these purposes.

Land in class VIII is arid, rough, steep, stony, sandy, wet or severe-
1y eroded. Some examples of class VIII land are rocky foothills, rough
mountain land, bare rock outcrops, coastal sand dunes, marsh and swamp land,
and arid land not suited to grazing.

Possibilities for shifts in land use, when and if such shifts are
~needed in the interest of better conservation of land resources or for _
greater or smaller production of certain products,are indicated in table 8.
In view of the unsuitability of land in capability classes V to VIII for
use as cropland, it seems desirable from the standpoint of conservation to
shift about 40 million acres of the 1950 cropland acreage into other uses
as soon as possible. It is also apparent that, from the standpoint of



Table 8.- Estimated arees of land classified by capébility'classes and primary use, continental
o United States, 1950 , '

i . f f . f Total f Percentage
ng:z:li;y . Cropland ' Grassland . Woodland xiscel- ' land : of
, ; ; : ; aneous ; area ; total
¢ Million Million . Million Million Million .
: acres acres acres acres _acres Percent
I"'-" ------------ H 52.8 1105 7:7 —-—- . 72.0 308
Ilecmcocemcnccana. : 170.5 39.5 34.5 --- - 2h4.5 12.9
III """""""""" H 165‘01 59,-1.‘ 6301 - 28706 1501
Totalemnmememnnoni 388,k 110,k 60b .1
IVeommmmmccmm s ; 42.2 43.9 38.8 --- 1131.9 6.9
L : 3.9 2.4 407 --- 67.0 3.5
1 (R : 21.1 239.9 107.8 --- 368.8 19.4
VII=scoooonoccncen : 14.8 7.7 192 0 e-=  532.7 - 28.0 _
Total .; 32.8 590.0 338.7
7.5 6 SR : b 33.1 5.6 54.8 93.9 b9
Unclassified---=-=: - -e- .- 105.4 105 .4 5.5
Total==mmewnen ; 2/ u77.8 -3/ TTIT.4 4/ L8B4 160.2 1,903.8 100.0

1/ This classificaticn refers to the full potential based on the physical capability of the land.
It does not necessarily follow that all land physically suitable for cultivation should be used for
cultivated crops, as @ balanced enterprise on most existing farms requires use of some land in
clesses I, II, or III for pasture or woodland.

' g/ Includes about 69 million acres of rotation pasture classed &s cropland.

3/ Includes about 118 million acres of shrubland classed as woodland.
i/ Excludes sbout 118 million acres of shrubland classed as grassland,

Estimates compiled in 1948-L49 by the Soil Conservation Service. Adjusted slightly on basis of
1350 census figures.

-OE-
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physical capability, 216 million acres of land in capability classes I to
III could be shifted from grassland and woodland to cropland, when and if
‘these shifts are necessary in terms of needed production adjustments.
Shifts in the use of class IV land are also possible in some areas.

OWNERSHIP OF LAND

Kinds of Ownership

Privately owned land.- Privately owned land comprises 1,343 million
acres, or more than 7O percent of the land area of continental United
States. These private land holdings, together with 56 million acres of
Indian tribel and trust-allotted land, total 1,399 million acres, or about
T3 percent of the land area. More than a billion acres of this land is in
farms. Other significant private holdings are embraced in towns, cities,
industrial and residential areas, and commercial timber tracts (table Q
and appendix tables 31 to 33).

Indian land.- The Indian tribtal and trust-allotted land is adminis-
tered by the Federal Government for the benefit and use of the Indian
pecples. About three-fourths of this land is used directly for farming
and grezing by Indian farmers and stockmen. Much of the rest is leased for
farming and grazing to other farmers and ranchers and the proceeds are re-
ceived by the Indian owners. .

Public land.- Publicly administered Federal, State, county, and other
local government land totals about 505 million acres, or 27 percent of the
total land area, according to estimates compiled in a study of the use of
public land. Of the total publicly administered area, approximately 80
‘percent is administered for Federal purposes, and 20 percent for State and
locel government purposes. Recent changes in acreage of public land
represented transfers to other uses of land used for military purposes
during World War II, and sales of State-owned land. There have been off-
setting changes, however, through acquisition for public reservoirs, air-
ports, and highway rights-of-way, and for forestry purposes. (See tables
9, 30, 31, 32, and 33).

‘Major uses of public land are grazing, 60 percent, forest and woodland
not grazed, 20 percent, and special and miscellaneous uses, including idle
and waste land, 20 percent. Federal lands include Federal grezing aress,
national forests, national parks, wildlife refuges, and other special-use
areas. ‘

There are 408 million acres under Federal administration snd 8¢ wmiliion
acres in State ownership. Local government uses account for about 17 wil-
lion acres.

Slightly less public land was grazed in recent years than formerly
~because of the effects of drought and of reductions in acreage to allow
for restoration and for control of poisonous plants. Public grazing land,
including both Federal and State land, supplies only sbout € percent of
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~ Table 9.- Ownership of land, by classes, continental United States, 195k

~Percentage of

Classes *Aéreage :
T L : - total
— - T Milliom acres jr “Percent
© Private land Lf---c-cemc-mcmemee i 1,343 @ 70.5
S mdianland '?Jé-é-,—----;-------' : 56 7 : 3‘0
 Public land: BT B
Federal land memmemecmcecean Lo8 : - 21k
State land _'/-'----- ------- - 8 b.2
County and municipal land 2 o :
(estimated) 5f====-m==-- m———_i 7 0.9
Total f---e;--'-'-------;-----,- i 505 _ : _ 26.5
 Grand to'ta'i---,-.-rf.--;.-f o 1,90'!;, S 100.0

. .
. _ .

'r‘;_/ Private land includes individually owned partnership, and corporate-
~owned land, also some highway and road rights-of-way not covered in public
~ land. Approximation based- partly on various State reports showing acreages
- assessed for taxation and partly on reports on acreages of public and
~ Indian land. I '
'>,_/ Summary of Indian ‘lands by kind of use from- the Bureau of - Indian Affairs.
i;:3/ Senate Doc. 100, 8hth Cong. 24 Sess. Inventory Report on Federal Real

- Property in the United States as of Jhne 30 1955

- 4/ U.S. Dept. Agr. Cir. No. 909. - -
- §/ Estimate as of 1950 based on partial survey of readily available publi-

© Ccations and records.

rri'Compiled from State and Federal reports and records.

'-;lihé'foragé requirements of the country. The average carrying capacity of
this land 19'low because much of it is semiarid. —

A comparison of estimatod acreagas of private, Indian, and public
ijiland in 1930 and 195& is shoun in table 10. Additional data on major uses



Table 1C.- Ma;or uoes of land in p"ivate, Indlan, and publzc ownershlps, cont¢n9ntal United States;
1930 arid 1954

‘Pfi#ate and Indisn

land 1/ Public land 2/

Tot2l

“Land use

1930 {1954 Change
Mil.  Mil.  141.

acres . acres  acres

1930 P 1954 IChange

Mil. Mil., — Mil.
acres acres acres

1930 ° 1954 ‘Change
Mil.  Mil. 1.
acres  acres . acres

*s 06 oe o5 se Jeo a0 2 o

e as o es S0 o0 e OS¢ se [0 o 0e e

es so [ee €0 20 44 es o5 6 e as o8 ss[ns es ee oo

Cropland 3/ 411 396  -15 2 3 1 413 399 =1k
Fasture ard grazing land, : ‘ : ! o : ‘
including forest and E R R o o
woodland grazed-————=—=—-z: 745 704 41 297 296 -1 :1,042 1,000 =42
Forest and woodlard not s o ‘ A ‘ : R
grazed=— -: 162 211 L3 108 103 -2 273 314 51
Special uses 4/- s 23 33 10 : .M 36 (A 110 L6
Miscellaneous 2/ s 6L 55 =9 L9 26 -2 113 81 =32
Total &/ P1,001 0 1,399 12 7 49k 565 111,905 1,904 -1

_/ Private 1and 1ncludes all land owned by 1nd1viduals, private groups, and corporaflons. It in-
‘oludee the major part of the farmland and urban and residential areas of the country., Individual
trust-allotted and tribal Indl n land is included with private land as it is used largely by 1naivia-
uals and small groups for private purposes in contrast to public land used for public purposes.

°/ Public land includes Federal, State, county, and municipal land. Considerable acreages of publlc
land are included in farms and ranches or used with them for grazing, but most of the public land'is
not suitable for arable farming.

}/ The greater part of the cropland reported ir public ownership is State school and other public‘
land leasad out temporarily to farmers for farming when not needed for public purposes.

Towns, 01t1es, fannsteads, h*ghways, roads, parks, w11d11fe refuges, water—supply areas, and
; mllitary lands., ‘ :
' 2/ Land chiefly of low value for dgrlculture.
/ Ind1v1dual items ad;usted to total. The total land area was calculated as 1 905 mllllcn acre
in l9h0 and prior years, but ad]ustments made for absorption by lavge reservoirs and minor revisions
in a few State areas reduced the total in 1950 to 1,904 million acres. ‘ :

Ccmplled from var)oug sources, 1nclud1ng State and Federal publlcatxons and recorda and reports o?
~ numerous State agenciss. Total ”iyures should be regarded as approxi imations of the acreages of land

held by prlvate hartles and publlc groups and in dwfferent magor uses rather than results of detalleé
7 pnumeratlon.‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ :

- g€ -
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of land by types of ownership are given in appendix tables 37 to 40. The
~ acreage of public land, including Federal, State, and local government
lands, rose from 494 million acres in 1930 to 505 million acres in 195L.
This increase of 1l million acres represented land acquired for forests
and other public purposes such as national defense and public reservoirs.
Part of the increase slso resulted from tax reversions in the 1930's.
The total figures on ownership can be considered only as approximations.
Exact data for county and municipal lands are not availsble. Many areas
of land owned by local governments may be unaccounted for and estimates of
private and public land may include some duplication. .For example, in the
past, highway and road rights-of-way in many areas customarily were in-
cluded in the total acreages of both the private and public land tracts
through which they passed. Only in recent years have acreages acquired
for rights-of-way been deducted from private holdings in assessment and
other land records.

Information concerning Federal and State land was provided by an in-
ventory of these types of public holdings. Public records and reports
prepared by State revenue or State tax commission officials for 40 States,
plus data for the remaining 8 States from various publications and public
agencies, were sources of data on ownership of private land.

CHANGES IN USE OF LAND

Shifts in A~ricultural Uses

The notable shifts in the use of land since 1910 have been partly
counterbalanced by regional changes. For example, acreages of cropland and
improved pasture have increased generally in the West and the lower
Mississippi Valley, but in many parts of the Northeast, Southeast, and
Southwest, an increase in the acreage of improved pasture has been accom-
penied by a decrease in the acreage of cropland.

Large transfers among uses have taken place. From 1910 to 1930, the
acreage of cropland increased by more than 66 million acres but acreages
of pasture and rangeland decreased by about 79 million acres (fig. 5 and
tables 11 and 12). Since 1930, the changes in total acreages of cropland
and pasture have not been so great, Acreages of forest and woodland have
increased in some areas of the South and East. Much land has been cut
over and cleared, but in the East large acreages of crop and pastureland
also have reverted to forest.

In 1954, the combined acreage used for crops, pasture, and range was
55 million acres less than in 1910 but the proportions in these uses have
not changed greatly. In 1910, less than 24 percent was cropland; in 1954,
cropland made up 28 percent of the total acreage used for crops, pasture,
~ and range. Acreages of nonfarm grassland and forest land grazed have
declined since 1910.
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Table 1l.- Land utilization in continental Unitgd States, census years,

- 1850-1900 7

Msjor land uses 1/ ° 1850 1f 1860 ° 187orrf' 1880 ° 1890 © 1900

Lo ¢ Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.
- - ¢ -acres acres acres = acres acres a8cres

Land in farms: s LT VLU

Cropland 2/--=-====caa ¢ 113 163 189 188 248 319
Farm pasture------ B T L R 2 B 122 144 276
Farm woodland---------: 181 24 219 190 190 191
Other land in farms-f-: mem L mme L mme 36 : hl’ 53

TS TS P : 2oh 407  Lo8 536 62 839

Land not in farms: B B :
Grazing lang 3/e------ : 4/ 4/ 4/ 883 818 625

Forest land 5/-------- : b/ L/ L/ 368 3uk 318
Other nonfarm land 6/-: 5/ 2{ 2/ 116 118 121
Totalesn=nnmnmmnmnn- : 1,500 1,l96 1,495 1,37 1,280 1,06l

Grand total 7/----: 1,884 1,903 1,903 1,903 1,903 1,903

l/ Acreages of total farmland and total nonfarm land are for the calendar
year indicated. Acreages of cropland and pastureland ususlly relate to the
preceding year.

g/ Land used chiefly for crops, including cropland harvested, crop failure,
fallow, and idle croplend for 188C, 1890, and 1900; but fer 1850, 1860, and
1870, it is improved land in farms.

;/ Grazing land not in farms consists of land used chiefly for grazing and
includes open or nonforested grazing land, idle grassland, arid woodland
(pinon-juniper, chapsrral) and shrub and brush grazing lend in all years.

4/ Not available.

ﬁ/ Forest land outside farms used chiefly for commercial timber; excludes
forested areas included in parks, wildlife refuges, military areas, and recre-
ation sites, and arid woodland and brushland used chiefly for grazing. About
half of the forest and woocdland in the United States is grazed by livestock.
Nonfarm grazing land includes much of the arid woodland and other noncommer-
cial forest land. Commercial forest land grazed is included in the acreage
of forest land.

é/ Other land outside farms includes urban, industrial, asnd residential
- areas outside farms; parks and wildlife refuges; military lands; roads; rail-
roads; and ungrazed desert, rock, swamp, and other unused and waste land.

1/ Remeasurement of the land area of the United States in comnection with
the 1950 census indicated an approximate total land area of 1,904 million
acres. Total areas previously were reported as 1,905 million acres in 1940
and 1545; 1,903 million acres 1860 to 1935; and 1,834 million acres in 1850.

Compiled from census reports, publications and records of the former Bureau
of Agricultural Economics and public land aduministering and conservation
agencies. See U. S, Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United
States, 1789-1945; U. S. Dept. Agr., Agricultural Statistics 195& and U, S.
Dept. Agr. Tech. Bul. 1082,
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Table 12, Land utilization in continental United States, cenaua'yeara, l91045k

..

1935 : 1940 : 1945 1954

Wi,  Mil.  Mil.  Mil. Mil. Mil. Mii. Mil. ML,
acres racres acres - acres acres acres  acres acres _ches

Major land uses 1/ 1910 : 1920 : 1925 : 1930 1950

v oo oo
e se o
. es oe
o se oo
o o o0
o o0 oo
v e

v 00 oo

Land in farms:
Cropland used for crops 2/---

32 3 365 319 315 363 319 387 380
Cropland idle or in cover -

oo se. 40 oo ae eo oo [ee o4 oo

CIOpB=nnemismm s P 23 28 2 34 o 3% & 22 19
Grassland pasture 3/-==ouuu- -: 284 328 © 331 379 410 461 - 529 485 526
Forest and woodland: - : )

Pastured------e=<--- —memeeaet 98 17 7 85 -~ 108 100 95 - 135 121

Not pastured------ semeesee=i 93 91 67 765 17 1T T 85 76

Total---—---------;---g--; 191 168 1hh 150 185 157 166 220 197
Farmsteads, roads, and other ; o o o
land----------=-- TN 58 58 b5 b bl B b5 36
Total-en-n-nonacoamaomn ;879 956 92k 987 1,055 1,061 1,142 1,159 1,158
Land not in farmsl ‘ : : : : ! . 7 T 7 :
‘Grazing land 4/--eeccce-aea-- s T39 661 646 578 533 504  L28 400 353
Forest lend not used for H '
grazing 5/-=-=---cecemcuee- s 162 160 203 208 184 203 186 200 238
~ Other land outside farms 6/--:_ 123 126 130 130 131 137 149 1ub 155
YT PR — : 1,024 OW7 979 916 848 Bk 763 TS ThE
Grand total 7/------- : 1,903 1,903 1,903 1,903 1,903 1,905 1,905 1,904 1,904

1/ Total acreages of farmland and nonfarm land are for the calendar year indicated. Except in 1954,
acreages of cropland and pastureland usually relate to the preceding year. )

2/ Cropland used for crops includes cropland,harveated, crop failure, and cultivated summer fallow.
To find land available for crops in recent years add cropland used for crops, cropland idle or in cover

‘crops, and cropland used only for pasture. In 1949, cropland used only for pasture was 69 million ;
acres. In 1954, it amounted to 66 million acres.
) ;/ Grassland pasture consists of all open or nonforested pasture in farms, including cropland used-
_only for pasture in 1945- 54, and plowable pasture in earlier years.

h/ Grazing land not in farms consists of land used chiefly for grazing and includes open or nonforeated
grazing -‘land, idle grassland in first decades, forest and arid woodland, and shrub and brush grazing
land in all years. -

’ 2/ Forest land outside farms not used for grazing excludea forested areas in parka, wildlife refuges,
military areas, recreation sites, and arid woodland, brushland, and forest land used for grazing.

§/ Other land outside farms includes urban, industrial, and residentiel areas outside farms; parks
and wildlife refuges; military lands; roads; railroada, ungrazed desert, rock, swamp, and other unused
and waste land.

7/ Remeasurement of the land area of the United States in connection with the 1950 census indicated
an _approximate total land area of 1,904 million acres. Total areas previously vere reported as 1,905
willion acres in 1940 and 1945; 1,903 million acres 1860 to 1935; and 1,884 million acres in 1850

- Compiled from dénaus reports, publications, and records of the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics
"and public land administering and conservation agencies. For specific sources see table 11.
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Changes in use of land 1930 t03195h,-'The;2slyears,frcm,1930 to 1955
sav many changes in use of land for the country as a whole, as well as in
the different major regions. First, the total acreage of cropland exclud-
ing cropland used only for pasture declined from 1930 to 1940 by about 1k
‘million acres &s a result of crop adjustments and shifts of poor land to
“less intensive uses. With greater demand during World War II and subsequent
years, however, the acreage of cropland expanded. From 1940 to 1949, the
total acreage of cropland, excluding cropland used only for pasture, in-
~creased by 10 million acres. It rose from 399 to 409 million acres, an
increase of approximately 1 million acres per year (table 13 and appendix
tables 34 and 35) ,

Since 1953, the trend has been downward because of the crop-allotment

" program and increased emphasis on the shift of cropland to pasture. From
1950 to 1954, the total acreage of cropland (exclusive of cropland used
only for pasture) dropped back to 399 million acres, the same acreage as

- in the postwar year of 1939. This decrease in cropland of 10 million acres
for the country as a whole represented conversion to other uses and rever-
sion to an idle nonfarm status where it was no longer included in the
‘agricultural census and other estimates of cropland. Therefore, although
the changes in cropland acreages represent mainly the adjustment to improved
~ systems of farming with higher yields and to acreage-control programs de- -

~ signed to bring production into line with market demand, they also represent
to some extent, the changes. that have been made in methods of classifying
and reporting land. '

, The acreage -of grassland or nonforested pasture ‘and grazing land, in-
cluding both -farm and nonfarm grassland pasture, has remained fairly stable
‘since 1930, In the latter year, there were 708 million acres. In 1954,
~ the acreage was 699 million (table 13). Important shifts, however, have

occurred by "plow up" for cropland in certain regions and by seeding of
~ cropland to pasture in others, also by reversion of pasture to brush and

‘trees in some areas and by clearing,of brush, seeding, and other forms of
;'improvement in other areas. For example, in the Southern States, acreages
of grassland pasture increased from 137 million acres in 1930 to 164 million
- acres in 1954. In the Northern States, the acreage of grassland pasture -
declined by 9 million acres because of an increase in acreages of cropland
“in the North Central States and shifts to other uses in the Northeastern
‘States. The Western States also showed a decrease in acreage of grassland
pasture from 193¢ to 1940 because of the plov up for cropland and the
irrigation for improvement of- land for cropland. Part of the decline also
“may be attributed to growth of brush on areas formerly classified as open
or nonforested grassland. '

Available information on acresges of woodland and forested pasture

~ and grazing land indicates that estimates of land used, or usable, for

‘grazing have fluctusted more than have estimates of grassland pasture. From
1930 tc 1945, an increase of about 1C million acres was shown. Since that
~time, & decrease of asbout 45 million acres has occurred. In 1930, an esti-
'mated 334 willion acres of uoodland and forest were used for grazing; in
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1945, the estimate was 345 million and in 1954 it was about 300 million. -
Corresponding regional shifts have occurred also. Considerably less wood-
land grazing was reported in 1954 in some of the Northern and Southern
States than in former years.

In addition to the changes in grassland and forested pésture and
grazing land as a whole, there have been significant changes in reporting
acreages in farms or not in farms. Grassland pasture in farms increased

from 1930 to 1954 by about 147 million acres and woodland pasture in farms
1ncreased by 36 million acres. However, land not in farms that was avail-
able for grazing declined by about 225 million acres. Thus, there was a
net decrease of 42 million acres in pasture and grazing land as additional
lands were added to farms or used for crops and other purposes. Part of
this pastureland was developed for cropland, part was used for urban and
other special uses, part reverted to woodland, and a considerable part
represented a decline in the acreage of woodland reported as used for
grazing.

Table 13.- Cropland used chiefly for crops; and all grasaland, woodland, &and
forest land used for pasture and grazing, by major divisions, specified
years, 1929-54

Cropland used chiefly for crops 1/

1929 © 19k - 1949

Major division 1954

e a0 o
os oo oo
o4 oo oo

Mil. acres Mil., acres Mil. acres Mil. acres

o0 oo oo Joe oo oo

Northern 2/---------=-- 237 37 . 238 - 238

Southern---------------: 126 115 113 102

Wegtern---------------"-:» 50 51 58 59
Total cropland used : |

: 413 403 409 399

chiefly for crops--

- Continued
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Table 13.- Cropland used chiefly for crops; and all grassland, woodland, and
forest land used for pasture and grazing, by major divisions, specified
years, 1929-54 - continued

Grassland pasture and_g;azing land }/

Major division

1930 1954

1945 1950
Mil.aacree, M@l, acres _Mil. acres Mil. acres

56 s Joo se o0
.

Northern----------- memeet 145 151 136 136
SOUthern------cceomoaen; 137 155 146 164
Wesbernen-memmemmmmacan-n : 426 __bor 418 399
- Total grassland pas- :

ture and grazing : '

l180d-co-ccmccecmeaoe: 708 1071 700 699

Woodland and forest land “razed h/

1954

: 1930 i 1945 ', i 1950 s
Northern--=------ccece-- : k2 4bh k5 38
Séuthern----------—-9--f; 147 s 1 126
'Western--é--------—f----; 45 156 13k 137

- Total woodland and : « ‘ ‘
forest grazed-------: 33k _345 320 301

Grand total, all
pasture and graz-
ing land 5/

1,042 1,052 1,020 1,000

e se 20 ee e

l/ Cropland used chiefly for crops includes cropland harvested, crop fail-
ure, cultivated summer fallow, soil-improvement crops, and cropland temporar-
ily idle. Plowable pasture and cropland used only for pasture are not
included.

_/ Includes Maryland, Delavare, and District of Columbia.

3/ Grassland pasture and grazing land 1nc1udes,plowable pasture, cropland
used only for pasture, open permanent pasture in farms (not cropland and not
woodland), and grassland grazing land (nonforested grazing land) not in farms.

5/ Woodlend and forested pasture and grazing land includes woodland pas-
tured in farms and woodland and forest grazed or classified as usable for
grazing not in farws.

5/ Total pasture and grazing land includes both grassland pasture and
grazing land and woodland and forested land used for grazing.
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Changes in Acreage of Cropland

Cropland used for crops.- For the country as a whole, the acreage of
cropland used for crops increased for each 5-year period between 1910 and
1935. From 1935 to 1950, it averaged about 7 million acres less than the
first peak of 38l million acres for the 1930-34 period. From 1950 to 15954,
it totaled 380 million acres (table 14).

Marked regional differences in cropland trends have existed during the
last half century. In the Northern States, cropland used for crops averaged
more acres from 1950 to 1954 than in any previous 5-year period since 1909.
‘Within this region, different trends exist. In the Northeast, a persistent
decline - from 23 to 15 million acres - has been associated with expansion
of urban, residential, recreational, and industrial uses and continued
reversion of cropland to brush and forest. An increase of 20 million acres
in the North Central States between 1910 and 1930 was followed by some
decline in the 1930's, a subsequent increase in the 1940's, and a peak of
210 million acres for 1950-54. Much of this increase is concentrated in
the CGreat Plains, where wheat is the major crop. In the South, the acreage
of cropland used for crops reached a peak in the 1930's, but since that
time a sharp decline has accompanied the lessened emphasis on production of
cotton. The Western States have had a nearly uninterrupted increase, with
accelerated gains during or following World Wars I and II. Large gains in
production have followed the increase in acreage of irrigated cropland in
the Western States.

Principal crops harvested.- Principal crops harvested averaged 339
million acres from 1950 to 1954. The 1955 acreage was only 333 million
acres. An increase of 4 million acres in crop failure over the 1950-54
average, coupled with the effect of the crop-allotment program, largely
explains the additional decline in acreage in 1955 from the average for
the previous 5 years.

Among the regions, the greatest change in acreage occurred in the
Southern Plains where a decrease of more than 5 million acres occurred
between the 1945-49 and 1950-54 periods and where an additional decline
of 2 million acres took place in 1955. Each of the other three Southern
regions had decreases, as did the Northeastern and Northern Plains regions.
Increases in acreages of cropland occurred in the Corn Belt, Lake States,
Mountain, and Pacific regions (table 15).

Changes in Acreage of Pasture and Grazing Land

Substantial shifts in pasture and grazing land occurred between 1949
and 1954. Especially noteworthy was an increase in farm pasture and a
decrease in grazing land not in farms. The changes consisted chiefly of a
shift of cropland to pasture in farms and a decrease in woodland pasture
both within and outside farms. A larger acreage of wild land is now
reported in the agricultural census as pasture in farms than in former



Table lh.- Cropland used for crops, by major divisions, United States, averages 1910-5A'_/

-—— I P e . [P,
==l y i 1 = =

Average

Major‘division ‘ ‘ ‘
T1910-147 1915-197 1520-24 1925-297 193034 1935-39' 1940—h4’ 1945-49° 1950-50
T w6 Low 1,00 oo 1,00 1,000 1,00 1,00 L0
acreg acres‘ o “acres‘ h “ ‘ acres acres acres acres acres acres

M_Northegnf-_s;;-.‘ 207;870 217,h29 ;219,767 218 820 219,065 21&,013 215,611 5222,Lih“ 2éh,758\ |
‘99;h88’ 105,802 106, 698i 111,259 116 017 11h,3h6 109,889 102,558 98;&30‘

‘western-+e--;-- : 29,776d‘f36,;5§ ho,067 ‘h3,6h3“ ps,usz ‘_h5,019 ‘h6’°1h _50,6227 56,738

Southern 2/ “'"

4 ®e o eb oo &4 oo 0.:0‘ se - oo o0

United States— 337,13h ‘359,386‘ ‘36‘6‘,532‘ \‘3‘73‘,‘722 389,53h 313,378 311,51 375,59 379,926

“"0

_/ Includes cropland harvested, crop failure, and cropland fallow.

g/ Includes Delaware, Maryland ‘and District of Columbia. Estimates by ‘the former Bureau of Agrl—‘

‘cultural Economics and the Production Economics Research Branch, Agr:cultural Research Service, based
on acreages reported by the Census of Agriculture for census years 1910-1950, and annual estimates of
~the former Bureau of Agrlcultural Economics and the Agr1cultura1 Marketing Serv1ce for princlpal

'~ crops planted and harvested and supplemented by records and reports of various State and Federal
-agencies, ‘

‘ -i;ﬁ‘g‘l‘
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Table 15.- Acreage of principal crops harvested, by.major divisions and
- regions, United States, averages 1930-54, annual 1955

L . 8 Average :
Major diV}31on and @ : 1955 2/
reglon $1930-39 1/°1940-44 1/°1945-49 1/1950-54 2/*
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
! acres acres acres acres acres
Northern: ;'
Northeastern-=—---—; 19,325 18,896 18,224 17,234 16,964
Lake . 36,023 36,720 37,585 37,462 37,757
Corn Belte—mm—mm——==, 72,723 73,311 76,344 77,799 79,280
Northern Plaing—we=-, 769.47447 74,839 80,863 80,311 _ 78 467
Total '197,545 203,766 213,006 212,806 212,468
.W
Southern: ;
Appalachian-—emem—m—m; 22,747 23,293 22,026 20,776 20,014
Southeastern—mmmmm—; 23,62l 21,642 18,179 16,504 15,543
Mississippi Delta=—-: 17,369 17,359 15,114 13,912 13,335
Southern Plaing=—=-= « 41,481 40,610 4,0,606 35,367 33,131
Total f105,221 102,904 95,925 86,559 82,023
Western: ;
Mountain : 19,581 22,163 24,288 25,105 24,567
Pacific ;11,323 12,608 13,708 14,32 14,270
Total : 30,904 34,771 37,996 39,429 38,837

United States~—: 333,670 341,441 ‘3a6,937 338,79, 333,328

1/ U. S. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Statistics, 1936, 1942, and 1952. For
some years, especially 1936 to 1939, 44 and 45 crops, respectively, are in-
cluded. If the acreages for the additional 7 to 8 crcps were included, the
total acreage for the 52 crops for these years would be approximately 1 mil-
lion acres greater,

g/ Hevised acreages, Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Agricultural
Marketing Service, Crop Production, Annual Summary, 1951-54. ,

Preliminary, Agricultural Marketing Service, Crop Production, Annual
Summary, 1955,
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years, thus increasing the acreage of grazing land in farms and decreasing
that of outside farms.

‘The acreage in permanent grassland pasture and range, exclusive of
cropland used only for pasture, remained about the same, at 633 million
acres in 1954 and 631 million in 1949. Grasslard range not in farms
showed a decrease of 43 million acres. Permanent grassland pasture in
farms, however, increased in this period by 44 million acres rising from
416 million to 460 million acres. This change occurred because of pasture
improvement and the reporting of larger acreages of pasture in farms
formerly considered outside farms. :

Most of the increase from 1939 to 1954 in the acreage of improved
pasture occurred in the South and West. The acreage of improved pasture
in the South rose from an estimated 57 million acres in 1939 to 77 million
in 1954, an increase of 20 million acres. In the West, the acreage of
improved peasture was estimated at 39 million acres in 1939 and 58 million
in 1954, an increase of 19 million acres. Although considerable improvement
in pastures took place in the North from 1939 to 1954, the acreage rose by
only 1 million acres, chiefly because of the large acreage of cultivated
crops and the plow up of pastureland for cropping. The total acreage of
improved pasture for continental United States was estimated at 175 million
acres in 1939 and 215 million acres in 1954, an increase of about 23 percent
(table 16).

Table 16.- Estimated acreage of improved pasture by major divisionms,
United States, 1939, 1949, and 1954

Major division ; 1939 : 1949 : 1954
¢ Mil. acres Mil. acres Mil. acres
Northerne--e-ececcaccacacea : 79 80 80
Southern---=-eece-coccaaa- : 57 66 7
Western---=-eemcccccccaaa. : 39 5k 58
United States-------===- ; 175 200 215

Estimates based on various sources, including the U, S. Censuses of Agri-
culture; the National Resgources Board Reports 1934-40; the U, S. Dept. of
Agriculture Post War Planning Committee Reports 1942-43; the U, S. Dept. of
Agriculture-Land Grant College Production Adjustment Reports 19u4L-47; the
Land Grant College-U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Productive Capacity Survey
Reports 1951-52; special studies made for the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture
Yearbook (Grass) 1948; U. 8. Agricultural Conservation Program Service
Survey Reports; and other Federal and State reports and releases.
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The acreage of cropland used only for pasture, as reported by the
census of agriculture, declined from 69 million acres in 1949 to 66
million in 1954. This change, however, does not reflect the large acreage
of cropland seeded to pasture in the last few years. Much of the newly
seeded cropland evidently was classified by farmers in reporting in the
agricultural census as open permanent pasture (other pasture not ecropland
and not woodland).

Woodland and forest land grazed shifted downward significantly
between 1949 and 1954, declining from 319 million acres to 301 million,
or by 18 million acres. This change probably is the result of more
accurate estimates of woodland actually grazed or usable for grazing; of
growth of trees on cutover lands, and old fields and pastures; as well as
of greater compliance with stock laws and better timberland management
through control of grazing in areas where it might be harmful to trees.

Changes in acreages of pastureland in the northern and southern
regions, 1930-54.- From 1930 to 1954, pasture and grazing land increased
by about 17 million acres in the southern pasture region that lies east
of the western range. The acreage reported as pasture and grazing land,
however, declined generally in the Northern States east of the western
range, decreasing by 13 million acres as a whole from 1930 to 1954. Thus,
in the East there was a total net increase of 4 million acres. In the
South, there were substantial increases in the Southeastern States and the
Southern Plains (table 17). Among the chief factors that influenced the
decline in pasture and grazing acreages in certain regions were:

(1) The shift of some good soil areas in the Corn Belt and other
Northern States formerly in pasture to the cropland rotation.

(2) An increase in acreage used for urban, industrial, and other
special uses in and around several rapidly growing industrial centers.

(3) The natural reforestation of considerable acreages formerly
pastured or classified as pasture in the Northeastern, Lake, and
Appalachian States.

(4) Restriction of grazing in some forest areas in the South'because
grazing was considered harmful to growth of trees, or to protect watershed
lands.

Changes in area of the western range 1930-54.~ From the days of the
first settlers, the grasslands of the West have supported domestic
livestock. These lands were one of the first resources of the West to be
used. In many instances, they were overused. Because of the long and
heavy use, the livestock industry and the general public have been greatly
interested in the extent and productive capacity of the range area.

_ In 1936, the U. S. Department of Agriculture made a comprehensive
analysis of the range situation in a report entitled "The Western Range.®
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Table 17.- Pasture and grazing land in the NOrthern and Southern pasture
: - reglons, 1930 and 1954 _/ -

- e —,Total asture and azing land 2
Major division and ' P gr “8 /

region f 1930 G 1954 3 Change |
: 1,000 1,000 ~ 1,000
: acres  acres acres
Northefn. ' , , ,; L - = - :
~ Northeastern----e=--eccccacauo; 24,665 16,551 -8,114
- Corn Belte--=-coceccemcoce-ano: 51,705 49,053 0 -2 652
 Lake States----=ce-cae-- -m----: 29,963 = 23,160 -6,803
~ Northern Plains ;/----+ ------- 2k 586 28,972 _7386
B - 170,919 uTLTE ,_;11_3',;§31;_ _
 Southern: o B - B
~ Appalachian--=e=-=eeeaceceecec: 50,136 37,640 -12,496
Southeastern--=----e=ecececeac: 49,513 54,370 4,857
Mississippi Delta--c~-ceocceo--; 50,372 , 49,690 -682
- Southern Plains 4f---cccemaeea: 31,204 456,915 25,711
thal--;,;---.-’-a------£---2___;§1,g25- o 7198;615;ﬁ 17,390
Noftherﬁ'and’Southern : - ',7 R , - - o
divisionSe-G-f-é- ----- --1 77312,1hh~ : ;316;351' I Y

: l/ The Northern and Southern pasture regions comprise the territory east of
an irregular line following county boundaries (between the 98th and 100th
'meridians of longitude) and extending south through the Northern and Southern

7'7 Plains States, including North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kensas, Okla-

homa and Texas. The Western renge area is the territory west of this line.
2/ Total pasture and grazing land includes the following: (a) In 1930:
plowable pasture, open permanent pasture and woodlend rasture in farms and all
~ grazing land not in farms; (b) in 1954: cropland used only for pasture, open
- permanent pasture (other pasture not crqpland and not woodland), woodland
- pasture in farms, and all grazing land not in farms, )
The eastern portion of the Northern Plains States. See footnote 1.
_/ The eastern portion of the Southern,Plains States. ‘See footnote 1.
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The history of range use, areas in different cover types, classes of
ownership, and capabilities of the land were exhaustively treated according
to the data available from 1930 to 1935. Use of the range has continued
and will remain important because of the increased demand for meat and
other livestock products. This fact makes it desirable to bring together
comparable statistics on the extent of the range area after the lapse of
approximately a quarter century. _ .

~ About 683 million acres now make up the range area as compared with
728 million acres reported for 1930 (table 18 and also appendix tables 41
to 43). This represents a decrease of 45 million acres, of which 20
million were in private ownership; 18.4 million were public land; and 6.4
million were Indian land. 10/ This change in acreage was made up in large
‘part of the following: (1) Development and plow up of certain range areas
for cultivated crops; (2) absorption of rangeland for urban and industrial
uses and for airfields and national defense purposes; (3) restocking and
closing to grazing of certain forest areas formerly grazed; (4) closing of
depleted areas and spots of poisonous plants to grazing; and possibly (5)
~ refinement in statistics of arid areas and forest lands actually used for
grazing. Irrigation development, homesteading, reservation of scenic
areas for national parks, and the setting apart of wilderness and wildlife
refuges also were factors in the changes in land ownership and use
in the region. S ’ o

About 355 million acres are now in private ownership; 42 million are
~ in Indian ownership; and 286 million are publicly owned. Of the latter,

- 244 million acres are in Federal, and 42 million in State ownership. In
1930, 376 million acres were privately owned; 48 million were Indian owned;
239 million acres were Federally owned; and 65 million acres were State
ovned. , :

Examination of the statistics on Federal grazing land in 1930 and 1954
‘indicates the following reasons for the 5 million-acre increase in Federal
land reported grazed or usable for grazing: (1) Purchase of the land- R
utilization project lands, (2) development of the grazing-district program,

10, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Report on the Western Range, Senate
Doc. 199, 74th Cong., 2d Sess., 620 pp., illus., 1936. The Western Range
area of 728 million acres reported included plowable and irrigated pasture,.
_open permanent pasture or nonforested pasture and woodland pasture in farms
and ranches, from the 1930 Census of Agriculture, plus all grassland, wood-
land, and forest land not in farms or ranches classified as usable and open
for grazing (except for certain national park areas); as of the various
dates such data were available from 1930 to'1935. In order to make the
195/, data comparable, the following items were included: Cropland used
only for pasture and irrigated pasture, as well as open permanent pasture
- (pasture not cropland and not woodland); and woodland pasture in farms and
ranches, plus all grassland, woodland, and forest land usable for grazing
not in farms and ranches classed as usable and open for grazing. Because
 of the dates when data were assembled, the comparisons in text and tables

‘have been labeled 1930 and 1954. ,
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Table 18.- All pasture and range in the Western Rehge region, 1930 and 1954 l/

.o
oo |

Grassland, woodland, and forest pasture and range
| Change

1954 3/ ¢ 19301954
1 000 acres 1 000 acres 1 000 acres

Cover classes

1930 2/

Grassland or nonforest pasture

e 00 386 o0 o0 o LU ]

and range 4/--ccccacana- eme-e-=e: 5Th,004 536,534 -37,480
Woodland and forest range 2/5----6 . 154 182 146,855  -7,327

Total pasture and range 6/----: 728,196 683,389 -44,807

Ownership of pasture and range land

Ownership classgs E 1930 2/ E 1954 3/ E 1gggf§;5h
_ ¢ 1 000 acres 1 000 acres 1 000 acres
Public lande--eecececcecec- ——————- 304,259 285,847 -18,412
Indian lande-----=-c=-cm-mmememen- 48,391 42,035 -6,356
Private land---------=-=-=a=n= et 375,546 355,507 20,039
[0 R —— P 128,196 683,389  -4b,807

';/ The Western Range region is defined as the 11 Western States plus the
counties of the Great Plains States west of an irregular line near the
100th meridian.

_/ From basic tables prepared for the Western Range Report, U. S. Senate
Doc. 199. A substantial part of the acreage data used were as of 1930 and the
rest were from various dates 1930 to 1935. For the western range area see map,
page 2 (fig. 1), and tables 1 to 5 inclusive of the Western Range Report.

}/ Compiled from 1954 Census of Agriculture reports, and records and reports
of Federal and State land management, conservation, and other agencies.
Includes range areas closed to grazing for conservation and restoration
purposes for both periods, 1930 and 195L4. 7

ﬂ/ Grassland or nonforested pasture and range includes plowable pasture,
irrigated pasture, cropland used only for. pasture and open permanent pasture
(pasture not cropland and not woodland), in farms, and nonforested grassland
or open grazing land not in farms.

Forest and woodland pasture and range includes farm woodland pastured
and nonfarm woodland and forest land usable for the grazing of domestic
livestock.

§/ For more details on acreages by cover and ownership classes, refer to
tables 46 to 50. ,
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and possibly (3) an increase stemming from more complete reporting of all
Federal acreage open to grazing or usable for grazing. 11/ About the same
acreage of Federal land was closed to grazing in both years. The total
acreage of public land grazed (that is, Federal, State, and county land
combined) declined in the same period. The amount of State land decreased
because of sales and transfers to other uses, such as those for forest and
institutional purposes. Private land and Indian land grazed also showed
decreases in acreages because of development for farming and reduction in
acreages of forest areas grazed.

Seeding of pasture.- Financial aid was given by the Agricultural
Conservation Program in the seeding and reseeding of 6.1 million acres of
pasture in 1952, and 4.6 million acres in 1953. The Southern States from
Virginia to Texas had 4.7 million acres of the total pasture seeded and
reseeded in 1952 and 3.7 million acres in 1953. Only part of the acreage
seeded was cropland, as a considerable part of it was reseeding or
improvement of existing pasture areas and part represented newly eleared
land in forested and brushland areas.

Artificial seeding and reseeding of pasture and rangeland averaged
5.8 million acres per year from 1951 to 1953 (table 19). An average of
nearly 400,000 farmers participated in this program for these years.
Plowing up of sod and its incorporation in the cropland rotation has added
to the cropland area, but it has®made necessary additional pasture seedings
to maintain pasture production.

Review of current information on pasture seeding indicates that
possibly as much as 1 1/2 million acres of cropland were seeded to pasture
per year in 1953 and 1954. Statistics are not available as to the exact
acreages seeded to pasture, but data on production and disappearance of
pasture seed indicate that acreage seeded changed very little from 1953

to 1954.

Severe droughts in 1953 and 1954 in the South and the Great Plains
prevented or discouraged pasture seeding. In the North and Midwest, a
plentiful supply of feed grain, hay, and pasture feed were factors in
making it unnecessary to increase pasture seeding. The acreages of hay
reported harvested in 1953 and 195/ were affected by the same factors.
Probably they are indicative of the pasture situation with respect to
seeding during the last 2 years.

An estimated 80 million acres of pasture were seeded or reseeded on
farms under the agricultural conservation program in 20 years from 1936
to 1955, inclusive (fig. 6). Operators of many small, part-time and

11/ Increases in Federal land used for grazing from 1930 to 1954 are
indicated in the public domain acreages of Arizona, California, Montana,
and Oregon, and on the land-utilization project lands acquired in
lMontana, North Dakota, and Scuth Dakota.
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Table 19.- Artificial seeding or reseeding of pasture and réngeland under the
Agricultural Conservation Program, by major divisions, United States,
3-year averages 1936 53

Ma jor division

Period : — — * Total
' . Northern * Southern ° Western :

: 1,000 1000 f 1,000 1,000

:  acres acres acres acres

1936-38emmccaacnnacman i 280 611 — 118 1,009

1939-#1--------—--;--: 1,800 6h1 854 3,295

1942 lhe mmm e m e mmmee P 1,2 1,604 390 3,406

1945-UTmmmmmmm e mmmem . 835 3,070 705 4,610

1948-50-=-==ceacmna-- ; 533 3,825 500 4,858

1951-53====commececamn : 633 k,642 561 5,836

1936-53---=--=====--= 916 2,399 521 3,836
Total :

1936-53-===m=amemnnman : 16,479 43,179 9,386 69,044

..

U. S. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Program Conservation Summaries 1936-49,
1947-51, 1952, and 1953.
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:} spec:\.a.llzed farms da.d not take nart. m the program and there is reason to'
believe that: consn.derable acreages of :unproved pasture seeded or reseeded

o ‘on these farms are not included in the foregoing totals. As rmuch as 20

million acres is estimated to have been seeded outside the program, thus -
~ making a total of 100 nn.lllon acres seeded and othemse n.mproved in ’che
la.st 2 decades.,: , , - e

'I‘rends 1n Drame.ge, Glear;mg, and Irfigation

AT Dramage 5 flood control clea.rlng, 1rr1ga.t:x.on, a.nd pasture development
have all been mpor'bant in adding to acreages of cropland and improved -

~ pasture and to their ‘productivity per acre. Irrigated land increased by

8 million acres from 1940 to 1950 or 800,000 acres per year. The trend -
~ toward 1rriga.t:|.on cont:.nued upwa.rd from 1950 to 1954 with a gain of 3 8

 million acres in /4 years, an increase of 950,000 acres per year

(table 20). However, close examination of figures by States show large
~increases in irrigated acreage in the Pacific States, and in Texas and
~ and several Fastern States. Notable increases occurred in the big public

: . projects such as the Columbia Basin of- Washington and the Central Valley

-of California. Individual prlvate development Dby pump irrigation from
o wells accounted for much of the increase in Texas, a.lthough ‘there has been
~ growth in the Lower Rio Grande and other Western Valley areas. Among the

- Mountain States, ‘Arizona, Idaho, and Montana had significant increases,
- but an apprec:.able decline occurred for Colorado, Wyoming, -and Nevada, -
~_chiefly because of a short.age of water in these States. As in the Pacific
- States the increases in the ;&ountain States were s:v.gnlflcant. in the publlc
- ,progect areas (fig. 7). S , :

. La.nd in dra:mage enterpr1ses mcrea.sed by 15 7 m:.lllon acres from -
1940 to 1950, or more than 1.5 million acres per year (ta.ble 21). Many

~ drainage and flood control improvements have been made since 1950,

’:’Ee-“»pecaally in the Mississippi River Delta States. Land cleared from 1950
- ',,t° 1955 ranged from 750 000 to 900,000 acres per year. L

Stud:.es of 1a.nd development in the Southea.stern and Gulf Coastal
—ja.creage of new cropla.nd and :meroved pastureland. _/ This land development
~was made possible in part by flood-control and drainage projects undertaken
over an extended period by local district rrroups ‘and Federal agencies.

- Records of levee building and levee districts in M:Lssn.suppl, drainage and

~ clearing of land in Arkansas, and drainage of “swampland in Louisiana show
- that local groups and prlvate mdividuals have made large mvestments in
, ﬁsuch developments. : : RS ,

o _J Anderson, James R., I.and Use and Development Southeastern Coastal
, _,Plaln, U.S. Dept. Agr., Agr. Inf. Bul. 154, 90 pp., illus., 1956; reports
- of State Productive Capacity Committees, November 1951; and reports and

- ;ecords of the UeSe: Agrlcultura.l Conservat:.on a.nd Soil Conservation o

- Programs. , , o
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Table 20.- Irrigated land in farms, by major divisions and regions, United
States, specified years, 1939-54

Major division o
1949 : 1954

and 1939 P 19mh
region . AU : :
%1 000 acres 1,( OOO acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres

Northern: o :

Northeastern—-------—-: 20 43 87 188
Corn Belt : 9 | 8 16 69
Northern Plaing-—=—--—==-, 631 804 1,128 1,631
Total 7 : 668 863 1,259 1,939

_ : , ,

Southern: | : |
Appalachianewm—ecemea———m; 2 : 2 6 85
Southeastern==-————wawx; 127 223 375 490
Mississippi Delta=—ea—-: 573 824 1,004 1,698
Southern Plaing=seee—e-: 899 1,322 3,166 4,815

Total . 1,601 2,371 L, 551 7,088
:W

Western: ; '

Mountain . 9,913 10,703 11,643 11,208
Pacific 5,801 6,602 8,334 9,317
Total f 15,714 17,305 19,977 . 20,525
United States-—--- 17 983 20,539 25,787 29,552

As reported by the Census of Agriculture, 1940-1945, 1950, and 195&.
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Table 21.- Land in organized drainage enterprises, by major divisions and
regions, United States, specified years, 1920-50 1/

|

Major division and

Changé

region E 1920 E 1930 E 1940 E 1950 % 1940-50
; 1,000 ) 1,000 ; 1,000 . 1,000 - 1,000
:  scres acres  acres acres scres
Northern: ;
Northeastern=-==---- : -—- --- 578 Thh 166
Lake States--------- i 19,757 21,548 20,730 21,979 1,249
Corn Belt---------f-i 28,924 32,700 32,194 35,194 3,000
Northern Plains----- i 2,164 2,929 - 3,227 3,457 230
LS E— L S0, 51,77 S6,Te9_61,3Te b 6k
Southern: : :
Appalachiapn-------=-- : 1,265 | 1,873 1,908 ’2,750 842
Southeastern==---~-- i 1,843 6,247 6,016 6,506 490
Mississippi Delta---: 7,347 11,275 11,703 19,886 8,183
Southern Plaing----- : 2,178 | 3,054 u,M6 6,096 1 680
Total-co----e-co--i 12,633 22,449 _ 24,003 35,238 11195
Western: | ;
Mountaine--=cece=cu= 2 810 1,970 2,713 2,671 -102
Pacific------—------:___1,201A_w 2,812 3,k22 3 ko3 -17
Total-----------f-: 2,017 4,782 6,195 6,076 _-119

United States---: 65,495 84,408 86,967 102,688 15,721

l/ Including irrigation enterprises that have their own drainage.

U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1950. Drainage of Agri-
cultural Lands, 1950, vol. 4. '
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- Altogether, it is estimated that from 1945 to 1950 more than a million
‘acres of new land were developed for farming in the Lower Mississippi :
~River Delta. Among the factors assigned by local people as contributing to
‘successful land development in recent years have been (1) incorporation of
- larger areas in plans for drainage outlets, and improvements in channels
~and levees; (2) adaptation of power machinery to local needs for drainage

~ and clearing; (3) selection of land suitable for the intended uses; and

(4) availability of more technical information on soils, drainage, and
improved farm practices adapted to the needs of the region. Another 7 to
8 million acres are scattered in the Coastal Plains and other parts of the
Southeast. Although limited data suggest that some of this acreage may be
economically suited to development under present conditions, additional
‘research on the costs of and returns from alternative uses for this land
is needed in order to determine economic feasibility. ' :

- As an indication of the importance of land development and
improvement, average acreages of farmland drained, leveled for irrigation,
and cleared per year from 1949 to 1953 with the technical assistance of
the Soil Conservation Service and the Agricultural Conservation Program
Service are cited below. For example, technical assistance was provided
for drainage of 1,263,000 acres and financial aid for drainage of
2,490,000 acres (fig. 8). On the average, 356,000 acres were leveled for
irrigation with technical aid and 394,000 acres with financial aid. The
operators on much of the land for which technical aid was furnished also
received financial aid. Accordingly, the acreages reported under the two
programs are not mutually exclusive. Less financial assistance has been
given for land clearing than for other practices. The acreage cleared
from 1949 to 1953 with financial help averaged 363,000 acres. In 1953,
890,000 acres were cleared with technical assistance. Reports for these
programs show that somewhat larger acreages were drained and leveled for
irrigation from 1945 to 1949 than from 1950 to 1954. Acreages of land
cleared, drained, and leveled for irrigation by regions from 1936 to 1953
with financial assistance under the Agricultural Conservation Program are
shown in the appendix, table 36.

Technical help in regard to soil, slope and erosion hazards is
important in selecting suitable land for clearing, drainage, or irrigation,
as well as in the setting up of procedures for doing the work properly.
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' JAdditlonal acreages of land were developed and 1mproved by ind1v1duals
without technlcal or financial 3331stance.,;§/

Development of land for cropland and pasture and improvement of
present cropland and ‘pasture land, through clearing, drainage, irrigation
‘and in other ways, is an important means of obtaining increased
~agricultural production. Little information is available on the costs of
different types of land developmant under current prices and by various
alternative methods. Neither is there sufficient ‘information on
alternative uses for the land that is developed./ Comparisons are needed
of the relative costs of land development in different areas as well as
of’the returns in alternative uses, such as cropland, pasture, and forest.

Most land,sultable for development and improvement is in established
farms. For the most part, current development is designed to fill out and
‘make present farms mare efficient by enlarging and improving the layout of
fields and pastures. Targer and better shaped fields make it poss1ble to
‘use machlnery more effectively. Much of the new cropland developed in
~ recent years has been more productive than the land taken out of

~ cultivation in the soil-conservation and crop-allotment programs, or

‘that which has been left idle and abandoned for field crops. Although
~the changes in land use are small percentagewise, they indicate an effort
rrto improve 1ayouts and 1ncrease productlon on present farms.

;2/ Finan01al a551stance for clearlng, dralnage, and 1rr1gation practices
“has varied between States and regions; depending to some extent on their
fratlng in importance by State committees as a means of encouraging
~conservation farming. In some States, financial assistance was not given -
for clearing or for drainage and irrigation practices where it was judged
that other practices were more suitable to ‘the needs of the area. For
example, in many’instances, financial aid was given for clearing brush
- from pastureland, and not for clearing cropland. In most instances, when
_assistance was granted for clearing cropland, it was restricted to clearing
suitable land to permit shift of steep or badly eroded land to grass or

~ trees. Thus, while the acreages improved with ‘financial assistance are

11ndlcat1ve of such work they do not represent the total ‘acreages improved.
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APPENDIX

Tables

‘Table 22. - Major uses of land, by regions and States, 1954

s Pasture and

:Forest and : Special:Miscellan- :Approximate

R ; sgrazing land
State and region GroPland';/:nonforested : woodland ‘: uSes :eous other : land area
: s 2/ 3 L/ :land 5/ &/

: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
acres acres acres acres acres ’acres
Maine : 1,274 25k 16,901 584 853 19,866
New Hampshire-=—-—-- : 385 157 L,y 761 232 236 L 5,771
Vermont——-=-=-==m-=2 1,072 ynn 3,720 155 247 . 5,938
Massachusetts———--=3 561 153 3,270° 795 256 5,035
Rhode Island-—=-=—-— : 69 12 430 145 - 21 677
Connecticut———==w==: L67 168 1,979 L2l 97 3,135
New York-—-—-mm-a=nt 7586l 3,222 12,073 11,507 3,018 30,684
New Jersey=-—--———--=: 1,096 ok o 1,94 1,111 572 Iy, 81L
Pennsylvania------- : 75399 1,939 15,108 2,961 1,422 28,829
Delaware-—--===-=—= : 519 26 L5k 118 149 1,266
Maryland---------—-i____ 2,12 b7 2900 7/ 602 320 7/6,363
 Northeast=—===-=- P 22,830 7,186 63,537  11,63L 7,191 112,378
Ohio-mammmmm=—w-=—=: 13,054 3,009 5,396 2,21l 2,567 26,2040
Indiana~=-----—-==t 13,877 1,31 L4,0L5 1,678 2,257 23,171
111inoig=—=——-—=—==% 2L,050 2,083 3,947 2,738 2,980 35,798
ToWwa===—==m=m—mm———? 26,‘170 3,799 2,505 2,125 1,270 35,869
Missourim—=-=—=m===___ 18,117 6,625 15,140 2,096 2,327 1,305
Corn Belt----;—-: 95,268 16,830 31,033 10,851  11,h01 165,383
Michigan---—-——----: 10,836 1,045 19,045 2,761 2,807 36,L9L
Wisconsin--——-=-—== . 12,766 2,520 16,197 2,239 989 35,011
Minnesota--—-mmmmm .y 22,295 2,722 18,909 3,931 3,349 51 206
Lake States—--—-- P 15,897 6,287 sh,Lbs1 8,931 7,145 122,711
 Virginia------o--m- S 1,886 2,771 15,507 1,567 781 25,532
West Virginia------ . 1,835 2,277 9,866 555 878 15,411
North Carolina-i---, 7,264 1,534 19,160 2,149 1,315 - 31,kL22
Kentucky-==—==m===n . 10,6l1 1,759 11,167 1,LL6 500 25,513
TenNnesseg———~mmmm=m; 9,096 1,808 12,301 1,883 1,062 26,750
Appalachian-—---- P 33,722 10,149 68,021 7,600 5,136 12},628
Sowth Carolina=----: I, 891 761 T 11,89L 1,281 Shg 19,395
GEOrgiammmmsmmmmm—— : 9,009 1,851 | 23,567 2,399 503 37,1429
B oY o Xe - VO —— 3,3 14,881 21,787 3,234 1,383 34,728
Alabama-—mmmmmm————t 7,481 2,5 20,766 1,562 427 32,690
Southeast———~==== : 21,82l 9,967 78,114 8,476 2,861 12,22
1isoissippiommnmmcy 7,808 3,L5 16,00 1,312 1,200 30,239
Arkansas-———mmm=mm= s 8,863 12,298 19,295 1,425 1,631 33,712
Louisiana-=-----=- 5,9k 2,721 115,906 1,634 3,149 28,900
Delta States—-—-- P22,162 8,501 51,641 u,371 6,180 92,655

See footnotes at

end of table.

~ Continued
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Table 22.- MaJor uses of 1and, by regions and States, l95h - Continued

- .Pasture and

“Forest and Special ‘Miscella- * Approximate

- §tatejend reéiOn; f Cropland _/.gr::ing,tagd f woodlgnd,'f uses (fneous other’ land area
I A R A AR s 2 A
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 —1ooo, 1,000
;‘i’, E ':A:'ecres, - 'acres. ";;,vécgee;,_' acres - acres - acres
,okiehoma-----------;§ﬁ 1,774 16,203 10,289 2,04k 870 44,180
Texas---------- ——ee- 337346 88,150 32,810 5,87 4,855 :168 ,648
Southeranlains---g 52,120 104,353 43,099 7,531 5,725 212,828
'ifjxorth Dakotaconeaen- 27,872 13,300 551 2,152 ‘961 44,836
- South Dakota--------: '19,692 o 2&,76& S .-2,133 - 1,8L6- -~ 548 - 148,983
 Nebraska------ ------t 23,269 22,542 1,080 1,788 385 49,064
~ KeDs@g---e----ce----: 30,210 17,796 1,66k 2,050 829 _52,549
;’,Vnorthexn;Piainsg--:7101,0h3 o TBM02 5,428 7,836 2,723 - 195,432
Montens-------------: 15,005 Sh,7h2 19,803 3,310 502 93,362
- Id,ho.i---,-a;;,---;: 5,540 25,766 17,410 1,954 2,302 52,972
 Wyoming-----=----- --: 2,582 - WB,84 - 7,720 2,845 773 62,40
;coloraao------------z 11,257 33,237 19,523 1,977 516 66,510
New Mexico--=--==--t " 2,504,, o 50,178 20,369 2,596 2,120 77,767
© Arizon@--e-ee-ceceea:; Mn'—um,»1Mmj&%—2m7 72,688
~ Utah- = 2,037 27,577 15,409 - 3,351 4,327 52,701
. _678 46,070 11,509 5,019 6,989 70,265
:lf ui 218 330,892 130,155 26,138 20,266 548,669
: 7,720 7,628 - 21,576 3,121 2,708 42,743
-: 5,282 25,560 28,931 1,580 288 61,642
13 251 26,661 39,398 12,129 8,875 _ 100, 31u
26 2243 59,8507;”5—" 89,905 ~ 16 ,830 11,871 20&,699
United states---§ u65,327' 632 u17a 615 38&;7 110 198' 7—80 u99 ,903 825

_/ Cropland harvested, crop failure, cultivated summer - fallow, cropland idle, cropland used
for'cover or soil-improvement crops, and cropland- ‘used only for pasture in 1954. An up- -

"~ ward edJustment of about 2 percent- in the acreage of cropland harvested reported by the

U. S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for some of the underenumeration
indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted by the U. S. Bureau of the Census.-

g/ Nonforested pasture in farms excluding cropland used only for pasture, plus estimates
of open or nonforested grazing land not in farms from Federal and State ‘public land-manage-

- ment and conservation agencies.

}/ ‘Woodland and forest areas as reported by- the Us S Forest Service in the preliminary

) report, Timber Resource Review, 1955, exclusive of reserved woodland and forest areas in
-~ parks and certain other special-use areas and some nonstocked areas duplicated in cropland
"~ and pasture areas reported by the U. S. Census of ‘Agriculture, 195k.

_/ Estimates of areas in highways, roads, and railroad- rights-of-way, airports, farmsteads
and farm roads and lanes; urban and town areas; parks, wildlife refuges, national. defense
‘areas; and flood-control areas.

2/ Miseellaneous -unaccounted-for areas not included among other major uses, 1ncluding

',; marshes, ‘sand dunes, bare rock areas, and deserts.

- 6/ As reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 195h
1/ Includes. date for District of Columbia,
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Table 23. = Major uses of land in farms, by regions and States, 1954

State and : oot d : Pastu1e=T°tal Wwo00d=%  Other ° " Total
ate and region : Cropland : "€: 1and not ¢ : - :Percentaged
: 1 : 2/ : pastured ¢ land '3/ =Acreage ’_-_L/ tland area
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
. acre_s acres acres acres acres Percent
Maine =——=mmm=mmmm==n 1,27} L8l 1,712 bk 3,614 18.2
New Hampshire ===-=-- : 385 3L5 681 ) 1,457 25.2
Vermont =—==wm==mm=== - 1,072 1,372 -~ 8ok 70 3,318 55.9
Massachusetts ====== 3 561 280 5oL 9L 1,439 28.6
Rhode Island =—--=== 69 23 52 11 155 22,9
Connecticut.=====mw= W67 263 343 65 1,138 36.3
New York —====--=--= 7,86l L, 281 2,109 - 81L 15,071 h9.1
New Jersey —~—==-=== 1,096 133 283 153 1,665 3Lh.6
Pennsylvania ====-== 7,399 2,693 2,403 667 13,162 L5.7
. Delaware ===—=m===-—- 519 L9 192 5L 81k 6h4.3
Haryland ==========<__ 2 12l 611 939 223 3,897 61.2
Northeast -~=---- -~ 22,830 10,537 10,022 2,3k1 45,730 . LOLT7
Ohio ====m=mmm=————— * 13,054 ki, 360 1,L57 1,121 19,992 7642
* Indiana ====----===% 13,877 2,882 1,212 1,262 19,233 83.0
111inois ======= —-—-3 2,050 4,033 966 1,3h9 30,398 8L.9
Towa =memmm——————— 26,170 5,583 350 1,942 34,045 9L.9
Missouri —===m====n 418,117 12,907 2,003 1,168 34,195 77.2
Corn Belt —mmm-mm . 95,208 29,765 5,988 6,842 137,863 83.L4
Michigan ——mmm-m===’ 10,836 2,679 1,675 1,277 16,467 LS.1
Wisconsin =====-=-="" 12,766 6,261 2,114 - 1,366 22,507 64.3
Himesota ====—=-~="_ 22,295 5,583 1,537 2,870 32,285 63.0
~ Lake States -=--- : 145,897 1h,523 5,326 5,513 71,259 58.1
Virginia --------- . 4,886 - 1,325 5,032 Lh3  1L,686 57.5
West Virzinia -~~-- . 1,835 3,552 1,763 - 202 75352 L7.7
North Carolina =---, 7,20k 2,790 T4733 473 18,260 58.1
Kentucky-----======. 10,641 3,521 3,088 784  18,03L 70.7
Tennessee-—======== .___ 9,096 k,027 3,716 816 17,655 66,0
Appalachian =--=- . 33,722 . 18,215 21,332 2,718 75,987 61.0
South Carolina----- . L8 2,028 3,916 . 23L 11,069 57.1
Georgigmmmm=m====w==. 9,009 6,152 8,085 473 2l,,019 6l.2
Florida-———mmmm==——; 3,443 11,932 1,825 , 962 18,162 52.3
Alabamamme——=me————: 7,481 7,051 5,737 sh2 20,811 63,7
Southeast----=---t 20;,82) 27,463 19,563 2,211 Th,061 59.6
Mississippim==-=-=- "7 7,005 8,62L 3,5LL 730 20,703 8.5
Arkansas==—========" 8,863 6,006 2,526 5L9 17,944 53.2
Lowisiana==-===---= _ 5,hoh 3,780 1,690 W77 11,41 39.6
Delta States —---% 22,162 18,410 7,760 1,756 50,088 53.9

See footnotes at end of table. ‘ - Continued
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Table 23. - Major uses of land in farms, by regions ‘and States s 195l - Continued

: Cropland : Pasture :?I"ofal wood-: Other : “Total -
State and region ¢ T@SWUreé ;land not : land ' : Fercentage of
. Y : 2/ :pastured : 3/ ,Acreage Y :land area
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 T,000
: acres acres acres acres acres Percent
OKLahomammmmnmmmmemm=t 1,77} 19,710 58 688 35,630 80,6
Texas : 37,346 106,083 1,152 1,232 145,813 86.5
Southern Plains---i 52,120 125,793 = 1,610 1,920° 181,LL3 85.3
North Dakota-------- . 27,872 11,780 205 2,019 141,876 9344
South Dakota----=--- . 19,692 23,882 113 1,263  LlL,950 91,8
Nebraska-—~~=—===-—o T 23,269 22,9173 192 1,053 h7,487 96.8
Kmsas---------‘--—-; 30, 210 18,}431 3L|.5 1,037 50, 023 95.2
Northern Plains---: 101,043 77,066 855 5,372 184,336 9k.3
B T — T 15,008 LS,095 192 377 61,469 65.8
Idaho . 5,5L0 7,877 262 685  1k,36L 27.1
Wyoming=—=-=- ———— . 2,582 32,006 29 372 34,989 56.1
Colora.do----------——; ll, 257 : 26’152 169 807 38’385 5707
New Mexicom—mmmmm—=m, 2,504 46,065 269 613 49,451 63.6
Arizona-————————ee== R 1, 615 39 3085 ‘ Sh 1,036 hl, 790 57 05
Utah s 2,037 9,713 L9 463 12,262 23.3
‘Mountain-=m—am—=—- : 41,218 214,178 1,040 4,506 260,942 L47.6
Washingtonemmmemmmmmi 7,710 8,613 822 196 17,61 113
Oregon : 1 5,282 1k, L5k 791 520 21,047 341
California----------:_ 13,251 22,01k 712 1,818 37,795 37.7
PacifiCmmmmmmmm—a— P 26,243 45,081 2,325 2,834 76,L83 37.4
United States---% L05,327 581,031 75,821 36,013 1,158;192 ' 60.8

.

. 1/ Cropland harvested, crop failure, cultivated summer fallow, cropland idle, cropland
used for cover or soil-improvement crops, and cropland used only for pasture, in 195,
An upward adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested reported
by the U, S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for some of the underenumer-
ation indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted by the U, S. Bureau of the Census.

2/ Open permanent pasture (not cropland and not woodland) and woodland pastured as
reported by the U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1954, Cropland used only for pasture is
inclucded with total cropland,

_3_/ Other land includes farmsteads, farm roads and lanes, ditches, and wasteland, -
" The upward adjustment in cropland harvested was compensated for by a reduction in the
acreage of other land in farms reported by the U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1954.

L/ As reported by the U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1954.
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Table 24.- Major uses of land not in farms, by regions and States, 1954

‘ ¢+ Grazing land: Woodland and : :
State and region : not in farms: forest not : Other land . Total
: 1/ : grazed 2/ @ Y : 1

331,000 acres I,OOO acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
" Maine : 350 14,609 1,293 16,252
New Hampshire-—=----- : 160 3,732 W22 Ly31h
Vermontmmmmmmmmmm———— : u68 1,820 332 2,620
Hassachusetts—==mmmm- : 121 2,518 957 3,596
Rhode Island=mm=m===- 2 0 367 155 522
_ Connecticut=========-= : L0 1,501 k56 1,997
Vew York-=mm—m———=u-m : 552 8,350 6,711 15,613
ilew Jerseym—mm—mmmm—— 3 0 1,619 1,530 3,149
Pennsylvaniga=——==—=== : 546 11,405 3,716 15,667
Delaware=———=—e—————— : 0 239 213 : L52
Maryland=-—-- m———— ‘ 0 1,767 5/699 5/2,L466
Northeast-—————e——= : 2,237 47,927 16,484 - 66,648
Ohio : 560 . 2,028 3,660 6,248
Indiana : o 1,265 2,673 3,938
T11iN0i§mmmmmmmmmmmmm : 0 1,031 I, 369 5,100
Towa : ) 371 1,453 1,824
Missouri-=—m———ecc==- f 5,012 1,843 3,255 . 10,110
Corn Belte—~w—wsinaw ¢ 5,572 6,538 ) 15,410 27,520
i Chi gan=mmmmmmmmmam 1,019 14,717 4,291 20,027
WiSCONSiNmmmmmmmm———— : 859 9,783 1,862 12,504
Minnesota-=—=——====== : 1,056 13,455 - L, 410 18,921
Lake States--—====- : 2,93L 37,955 10,563 51,452

Virginia-mmmmm=me-=== - 1,518 7,423 1,905 10,846
West Virginia--—----- ‘2,060 L, 768 1,231 8,059

Worth Carolina=-———-= i 1,91, 8,257 2,991 13,162 .
Kentucky-=--========= : 1,961 4,336 1,162 7,479
Tennessee——=—=—====a=== ; 1,6L6 L,720 2,729 9,095
Appalachian---e=——- : 9,119 29,504 10,018 1L8,6L1
South Capolina—----—- i 1,827 L,904 1,595 8,326
Ceorniammmmm e e m———— 5,610 5,371 2,429 13,410
Floridam—m===me-==m=m- : 9,459 3,452 3,655 16,566
Alabama-————————————— : 5,38l -~ 5,0L8 1,Lh7 11,879
Southeast————=zam-= P 22,280 18,775 9,126 50,181
Jicsissipplemmmmmmm—— . 5,592 2,162 . 1,782 9,536
Arkansag———==—=m=m——— : 9,102 3,959 2,707 15,768
Louisiang-s=====e==-- ; 10,695 2,162 1,306 17,463
Delta States-—mmmm= . 25,389 8,583 8,795 42,767

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued



| Table 2h.- Major uses of land not in farms, by regions and States, 1954 - Continued

: Grazing Tand: Woodland and

f o b o B % Other land ¢ Total
State and region not in farms: forest not- . :
' - : 1/ s grazed 2/ s o 3y : L/
ci '+ 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
~ Oklshoma s Low3 2,200 2,29 8,550
- Texas- - 8,723 5,002: 9,110 - 22,835
‘Southern Plains------* 12,766 7,283 11,336 31,385
| North Dakota--memmmmmme’ 1,866  -o- ©on,09% 0 2,90
South Dakota-===—=—=—a= : 2,065 - 837 1,131 4,033
~ Nebraska - o 333 ©o12h © 1,120 : 1,577
Kansas - ——- 120 S6l S 1,842 7 2,526
 Northern Plaing------: L, 38l 1,525 5,187 11,09
mantéga[' , ——=: 18,600 9,858 - 3,435 31,893
Idaho=—==mm-m. - 25,532 9,505 - 3,571 38,606
Wyoming-- immmem=t 20,395 3,7 3,2U6 ) 27,415
Colorado~mm===- -: 18,365 8,074 11,686 26,125
New Mexico-—=—m—mm S 22,332 1,881 -~ by103 28,316 -
Arizona. $ 23,913 - 198 - 6,787 30,898
Utahmmmm- T 32,656 568 7,215 10,439
Nevada : L9,82k 354 11,855 62,033
Mountain==mm-mmemmema- . 211,617 3l,212 41,898 287,727
Washington-mmmmmmemmee’ 7,707 12,022 5,333 25,102
Oregon--: : 26,157 13,090 1,348 10,595
Californig=--=—= e ; 22,437 20,896 19,186 62,519
Pacifig-m=-mmmmmmmemnnt 56,341 46,008 25,867 128,216
United States=-----; 352,639 236,310 154,68l 7L5,633

l/ Grazing lend not in farms includes some public and private land suitable for
grazing which is not necessarily grazed each year. An exception is grass and other
forage of value for grazing in national defense areas, national parks, and national
wildlife areas, for which permits were not issucd for grazing domestic livestock in
195h. Crazing land temporarily leased or used by permit in 195l in national defense
areas, national parks, and national wildlife areas is included in the acreage of grazing
land, although the grazing of domestic livestock does not constitute the primary use
for these areas. )

2/ Woodland and forest land not in farms not crazed excludes reserved woodland and
forest arcas in parks and certain other special-use areas and woodland and forest land
grazed. Total forest areas as reported by the U, S. iorest Service in the preliminary
report, Timber Resource Review, 1955,

%/ Other land not in farms incluces urban and town areas; parks; wildlife refuges;
national defense areas; flood-conirol areas; airports; part of areas in hichways, roads,
and railroad rights-of-way; other special nses, and miscellaneovs land areas not other-
wise accounted for,

Q/ Total land area minus lend in farms as reported by the U, S. Census of
AfTiculture, 195k,

5/ Includes data for District of Colimbia.
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Table 25. = Acreage of all cropland, including cropland used for crops and
cropland used only for pasture, by regions and States, 1954 1/

:Croplénd used :

Cropland

‘; Cropland :for soil im- : ) ;

State and region : used for :provement : uz:guiglJ;;qr -3 Total
: crops 2/ :crops and : P :
: :idle 3/ : :

) ¢ 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 aecres
Maine : E 818 220 236 1,27}
Vew Hampshire--=-—----- : 252 L5 88 -~ 385

© Vermont-=—m=—-ecmmmeaa 3 813 63 196 1,072
Massachusetts——=—cm=—= 342 76 143 561
Rhode Island==-—ae——a=a : 36 11 22 69
Connecticut=——cemam——s * - 293 L8 126 Lé7
New Yorkemmmmmm=-mcm=== ! 5,622 833 1,l09 7,86l
New Jersey-—m———————--? 810 102 18l 1,096
Pennsylvaniame—=—=——e= * 5,641 812 - 9k6 7,399
Delaware : L23 32 6l 519
Maryland- : 1,585 176 363 2,124

Northeast-————-== - . 16,635 2,118 3,717 22,830
Ohio " 10,6LL 700 1,710 13,054
Indiana~ :o11,l 169 1,967 13,877
I1linois ¢ 21,048 509 2,493 24,050
Towa e 1 22,799 210 3,161 - 26,170
Missouriem=memeeemaee= 3 13,422 310 1,385 18,117

Corn Belt—-=mm= -———- . 79,35L 2,198 13,716 95,268
Michigan-mmmmm-—m=-=== | 7,838 1,086 1,912 10,836
Wisconsinm-=mm---===== ° 10,053 458 2,255 12,766
Minnesotam—==-—e—mm———= t 19,787 972 1,536 22,295

Lake States——--——=— . 37,678 2,516 5,703 45,897
Virginia———--eesemem—— P 3,243 527 1,116 1,886
West Virginia-------—= ' 1,089 233 513 1,635
North Carolina-=------ : 5,868 69l 702 7,26L
Kentucky==~—==mmmmmaa= : L,786 975 l,680 10,641
Tennessee ————— 5,079 922 3,095 - 9,096

Appdlachian--------= : 20,065 3,351 10,306 33,722
South Carolina=------- : 3,730 h73 688 4,091
Georgiam—-m=mmmmem———— 5,700 902 1,L07 - 9,009
Florida “= . 2,10 425 818 3,43
Alahama~ 5,108 719 1,550 7,481

Southeaste—=memmm—e=: 17,678 2,519 L,627 2l ,62)
Mississippi=mmmeammme—= 5,055 h37 1,513 7,005
Arkansas - L2 5,368 576 2,419 8,363
Louisianammemmmmmmmm—= 3,127 LG8 1,959 o

Delta States=——me=—- . 1,850 1,421 5,891

72,162

See footnoteq at end of table.

- Continued
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Table 25. - Acreage of all cropland, including cropland used for crops and cropland
used only for pasture, by regions and States, 195} 1/ - Continued

:Cropland used

Cropland used

Cropland  :for soil-im-

State and region ¢ used for :provement H ogi{uigry : Total
: crops 2/ scrops and : P :
: :idle 3/ : :

) + 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres- 1,000 acres
O0K1ahOMmammmmmmmmm e -5 12,283 196 2,325 14,774
Texas- s 29 050 898 75398 37,346

Southern Plains----- : 11,303 1,094 9,723 52,120
North Dakotaw=—=—m ————% 26,62) Lok 754 27,872
South Dakotammmm=mm-=m : 18,851 119 722 19,692
Nebraska=mmmmmmm= ————t 21,929 223 1,117 23,269
Kansas ;28 Ll u37 11,359 130,210 )

Northern Plains----- , 95,818 1,273 3,952 101,043
Montana ¢ 1,135 132 738 15,005
Idaho : L,8L6 1hs 545 5,540 -
Wyoming . 2,035 102 hhys 2,582
Colorado . 10,108 kN 1,008 11,257
New HexdCommmmmmmmmnn -1 1,870 170 o 2,50k
Arizona 1,226 188 201 1,615

- Utah . 1,637 125 275 2,037
Nevada : 373 52 253 - 678

Mountain-=-mmmmm=m== ' 36,230 1,059 3,929 11,218
Washington=mmmmemeome= 6,887 202 621 7,710
Oregon : 4,252 223 807 5,282
Californiammmmmmemm=== ;: 9 792 Wa 3,018 13,251

Pacificemmmmem=-ma=m ¥ 20,931 866 b, Lb6 26,243

United States----= s 380,542 18,715 66,070 165,327

y Cropland, including cropland used only for pasture, represents the cropland

available for crops, or in the rotation,
_2/ Cropland harvested, crop failure, and cultivated surmer fallow.

An upward

adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested reported by the
U, S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for some of the underenumeration
indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted by the U, S, Bureau of the Census,

_ g_/ Cropland idle and cropland used for cover or soil=-improvement crops not harvested

and not pastured,

L/ Acreages are from the U, S. Census of Agriculture, 195,
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Table 26. - All grassland and woodland pasture and grazing land by regions
and States, 1954

Grassland pasture ¢ Woodland and forest

State and region ; and grazing land H pastured or grazed : Total
: 1/ : 2/ : Y
1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Maine : L9o 580 ‘ 1,070
New Hanpshire=--—=—e—- : L5 3L8 593
Vermont : 940 1,096 2,036
Massachusetts———=——=== : 296 2,8 5hly
Rhode Island---------- : 3L 11 L5
Connecticut=mmm—mmeua- : 29) 135 1429
New Yorkemmee—mameaeax : h,631 1,61 6,245
Vew Jersey=~=——emem—a- : 278 . 39 317
Pennsylvania==e=——===- P 2,885 1,300 y185
Delaware . : 90 23 113
Maryland : 780 19l o7h
Northeast--—=—=—-a-= : 10,963 5,588 16,551
Ohio : L, 719 ‘ 1,911 6,630
Indiana: - 3,281 1,568 L,8L9
Illinois . : L,576 : 1,950 6,526
Iowa . 6,960 1,78L 8,7Ll
Missouri—-—--—---—----; . 11,010 11,294 22,304
Corn Belt-----=-==== : 30,546 18,507 49,053
Michigan—-=-—-==m==amx : 2,957 , 2,653 5,610
Wisconsinemm—mmmmmeeaa’ L, 775 k4,600 9,375
Minnesota=-————=~aaaa- ; 4,258 3,917 8,175
Lake States~=m=mmm==: 11,990 11,170 23,160
Virginigmm-memmm————— . 3,887 3,072 - 6,959
West Virginiam=-——=---, 2,790 3,335 6,125
North Carolina--=-=-=-- : 2,236 3,170 5,406
O T N —— 6,639 3,743 10, 382
Tennessee : 1,903 3,865 8,768
Appalachian---------} 20,455 17,185 37,6L0
South Carolina--—=—---- 3 1,469 3,074 4,543
Georgia : 3,258 10,211 13,469
Florida : 5,759 16,510 _ 22,269
Alabama; : 1,108 \ 9,981 1,089
Southeast-—=m===eaa=: 14,59L 39,776 5k, 370
Mississippi-==~=====m= : 4,995 10,734 - 15,729
Arkansas : Lh,717 12,810 17,527
Louisiana: : 14,680 11,754 16,43L
Delta States—--mmm==t 14,392 35,298 ’ 19,690

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued



Table 26, - A1l :gz_rasslandrand woodland pasture and grazing land, by regions
o . and States, ;1951#'{ Continued )

Grassland pasture Vafnd - ';Woodlaifd and forest

S{:ate' and reg:"ton" 7 grazing land - - g pastured or grazed . To;/al
R RS : 1/ : e s =
L | 7 ' ,1,,oqo;acfgs: = , ] ;,1"Q(;)O acres - 1,000 acres

 Oklahoma=e==—s=====-a t 18,528 7,550 26,078
‘Texas- o 95,5L8 26,656 - 122,204
‘Southern Plaing---- 1,076 34,206 118,282
North Dakota=———=—=m= o oab,osh 346 1L,400
South Dakota===—== — 25,486 : 1,183 - 26,669
- Nebraska-=——==eea——-- L 23,659 . DR (<) T 2h,h23
- Kansas. - 19,155 755 _19,910
- Northem:P;l,a;ins--'---'; S - 82,354 R : 3?'91;8' ' C 85,h02
© Montanamm—mmmmmemmmn T ss,h80 9,783 65,233
Wyoming=m=smm-mmmsmn S u8,929 o391 52,8L6
 C0loradommmm—mm—————— : 34,2k5- ) 11,280 45,525
- New Mexicomm=-m-cmmam * 50,642 - 18,219 68,861
~ Arizona - -— 45,039 18,160 : 63,199
B e 27,852 © 1,792 : L2,6Lk
Nevada emememem P W6,323 11,139 __t7,h62
 Mountain-—-smmmmmm- 334,821 - - 9l,903 - Lz9,72L
,'Wra'shingtonr--—r- ------- 7 8,29 e 3}732 o 16,981
~ Oregon - e - 26,368 o - 15,050 ~ 11,118
Californigmemeem—---mm ;20,679 17,790 L7,169
- 7Pa'cific-----,-,r-:--,--,- i ) i 6)4,296 7 N 7 - hl,572 ,,—; 105’868 l
7_United States—--= 698,187 301,253 999,740

1/ Includes cropland used only for pasture; grassland and other nonforested pasture
- in farms (pasture not cropland and not woodland); and grassland and other nonforested
grazing land not in farms, o o - i ] B
- g/ ‘Woodland and forest pastured or grazed, in farms and not in farms. - Woodland and:
~ forest land actually grazed, or useful for grazing consists principally of open wood-

land or forest; scattered, cleared and cutover areas; abandoned fields; brush-grown
pasture; and other land within forested areas that has grass or other forage growth, -
- 3/ All pasture and grazing land in-farms and not in farms, Includes some public

-and private land suitable for grazing which is not necessarily grazed every year,

An exception is grass and other forage of value for grazing in national defense areas,
~ national parks, national wildlife areas, and so on, for which permits were not issued
- for grazing domestic livestock in 195L, Grazing land temporarily leased or used by -
~ permit in 195} in national defense areas, national parks, and national wildlife areas’

~~ is included in the grazing land area, although the grazing of domestic livestock does -
_ not constitute the primary use for these areas, - B -
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Table 27.=Pasture in farms by type of pasture, by regions and States, 1954

: Cropland used : BE =
State and region : only for : Open permanent : Woodland : Total

‘pasture : pasture 1/ : pasture : 2/
1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Maine-=ee--cecaceas . 236 20k 280 720
New Hampshire=----- : 88 117 - 228 433
Vermont c=eecececcaa B 196 669 703 1,568
Massachusettseee=a= s 143 © 113 167 423
Rhode Islandee=e=== : 22 12 11 45
‘Connecticuteececea= : 126 128 135 389
New Yorkeeeee-eeaaa : 1,409 3,072 1,212 5,693
New Jersey--eeeee-= : - 184 ol 39 317
Pennsylvaniga~e-ee-- : k6 1,849 8Ll 3,639
Delaware=e=eveemen= : 64 26 23 113
Marylande==-e-=ecee : 363 417 194 o7k
Northeast---ee-a- : 3,777 6,701 3,836 14,314
Ohio ==-=======c==- : 1,710 2,909 ~ 1,k51 6,070
Indianaee=e=eeeema= i 1,967 1,314 1,568 4,849
111inois =-=====e-= : 2,493 2,083 1,950 6,526
IoWa=======m=mam—a- : 3,161 - 3,799 1,784 8,7uh
Missouri----e-eee== . 4,385 6,325 6,582 17,292
Corn Belt====e=a= T 13,716 16,5430 13,335 43,481
Michigan---=e=aa=aa : 1,912 937 1,742 4,501
Wisconsine-eeeecea= : 2,255 2,4ls 3,816 8,516
Minnesotaes==e====a : 1,536 2,600 2,983 7,119
Lake States=---=-= : 5,703 5,982 8,541 20,226
Virginia----==e-eax . 1,116 2,771 1,554 5,441
West Virginiae=----- . " 513 2,277 1,275 4,065
North Carolina----- . 702 1,284 1,506 3,492
Kentucky=-eeecema== . 4,880 1,759 1,762 8,k01
Tennessee=ee-=m=m== . 3,095 1,808 2,219 7,122
Appalachian------ : 10,306 9,899 8,316 28,521
South Carolina----- . 688 581 1,L47 2,716
Georgia==mee-meaeaa . 1,407 1,851 4,601 7,859
Floridae--ececceea= . 878 4,781 7,151 12,810
Alabama--~—=-=c=a== . 1,65k 2,454 4,597 8,705
Southeast -~=====- . 4,627 9,667 17,796 32,090

See footnotes at end of table,
| = Continued
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Téble 27.- Pasture in farms by type of pasture, by regions and States, l95h'
- Continued

Open permanent E Woodland f Total

_ : Cropland used :
- State and region : z;i{uizr : pasture E/f ‘ pasture 2/

1 OOQ acres 1 000 acresr 1 QOO acres leOO acres

Mississippleeeeees : 1,513 3,290 5,334 10,137
Arkansage-==- cmcae 2,419 1,998 4,008 8,425
Louisiange-eecacea : 1,959 1,521 2,259 25139
Delta States---- * 5,891 6,809 11,601 24,301
Okt1ahoma === =m=mmnn P 2,325 15,021 4,689 22,035
Texagmemmmcececaan P 1,398 87,211 18,872 113,481
- Southern Plaims | _9,723 102,232 23,561 135,516
North Dakota=-m--- : 754 11,434 346 12,534
South Dekota=-----= : - Te2 23,554 328 2L, 604
Nebraska-------=-- 3 1,117 - 22,542 431 24,090
Kansas-=-===aem=us P 1,359 - 17,7% 635 19,79
Northern Plains | 3,952 75,326 1,740 81,018
Montana-----===nn- s 38 43,923 1,972 46,633
IdahOevmccccancaaa . 545 6,712 1,165 8,422
Wyoming==-=e-e-oa : Lys 31,383 623 32,451
~ Coloradoe-=-- ————— : 1,00E 24,318 1,834 27,160
New MexicO======== ; L6k 41,034 5,031 46,529
Arizonae-eecceceaa : 201 30,188 8,897 39,286
Utah=eeccoccanaaaax : 275 8,733 980 9,988
~ Nevada-=--eeeecca- s 253 7,338 L7 7,638
Mountain------..: 3,929 193,629 20,549 218,107
Washington -------- ; , 621 5,726 2’887 9;23!4
Oregon=eeemceecans : 807 10,607 3,847 15,261
California=--==--- : 3,018 16,871 5,143 25,032
Pacific-==--=m-= P b,kbe 33,204 11,877 k9,527
United States- : 66,070 - 459,879 _' 121,152 647,101

 ;/.Grass1and and:other hon?ﬁrééte&_ﬁééturém(nbfidroﬁland éh&rnof-wobdiéndj.‘
1,g/ All pastureland in farms, as reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture,
954, : - '
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Table 28.~ Pasture and grazing land in farms and not in farms, by regions
and States, 195k

State and region ° In farms }/ . Not in farms 2/ P fTotal

: 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Mainemmm-mmmmnnnmn- : 720 350 1,070
New Hampshiree=--«=- 433 160 . 593
Vermont--=-=--ea-c-- : 1,568 468 2,036
Massachusettsee=-ca= 3 423 121 : Shk

Rhode Island----- -t L5 0 s
Connecticute=eececea- : 389 4o k29
New York-----=c==-== P 5,693 . 552 6,245
New Jersey=-==--===a= : 317 . o] 317
Pennsylvanige-=e---- : 3,639 546 4,185
Delavare--ee-e-ecc-- : 113 o 113
Marylandes=-c--===-=- : g7k o} 97k
Northeast-mm=-mn==n . 14,31 | 2,237 16,551
Ohi0===m=-=me-macan- . 6,070 560 | 6,630
Indisng--=--==ec=n==- : 4,849 0 L,849
I11inoig~cmmacecccaa . 6,526 0 6,526
ToWa=nmmmmmnn ———— . 8,hk 0 8,74k
Missouri--=e-eeceee- : 17,292 5,012 - 22,304
Corn Belt-er-ccaa- : 43,481 5,572 - 49,053
Michiganes--=e-=e--- P 4,501 1,019 5,610
Wisconsin----- —meee- . 8,516 859 9,375
Minnesota------=-=== ; 7,119 1,056 8,175
Lake Stateg=-=e==m= 2T 20,226 2,934 23,160
v1rg1n1a--;---¥ ----- : 5,441 1,518 6,959

West Virginia-=e---- : 4,065 2,060 . 6,125
North Caroling------ : 3,402 1,914 5,406
Kentuckye=e=a=e=aaa= : 8,401 1,981 10,38
Tennessee===m====n== : 7,122 1,646 8,768
Appalachian---=--- . 28,521 9,119 37,640
South Caroling------ ; 2,716 1,827 4,543
Georgiam=mm=smmmmmm= T 1,859 5,610 13,469
Florida~--=-e=e=---a- . 12,810 ~9,k59 22,269
Alabamge=-==eee-= - 8,705 5,384 14,089
Southeast---=----- P 32,090 22,280 54,370

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued



‘T@ble;28.-;Pasture;and grazing land in farms and not in farms

-T2 -

s by regions

and States, 195§:, - Continued
_State and region ? : In farms 1/ ° 'Notpinjfafﬁs 2/ ! Total
7 ' I 1,000 acres 1 000 acres | 1,000 abres,
Mi881881ppl--nnnmnn- ;10,137 5,5% 15,729
Arkansage=---=ceea-= ¥ 8,425 9,102 17,527
 Louisiangeeececca-a -t 5,739 - 10,695 16,434

_ Delta States-=---- - 24,301 25,389 49,690
Ok1ahoma ===n=nnmemmme P 20,035 0 u,043 26,078
Texagemmeeeanccncean 113,481 - 8,723 122,204
Southern Plains--- : 135,516 12,766 148,282
North Dakota-------- . 12,534 1,866 14,400
South Dakota==e~e-e- . 2k, 604 2,065 26,669
Nebraskge-==eceacaaa : 24,090 333 24 423
Kansgses-eccrcncaaua . 19,790 120 19,910
Northern Plains--- :~ 81,018 L,38% 85,402
Montana -==n=cnmmmnm-n L8853 18,600 ~85,233
Tdahome=cecmcamaaaax : 8,422 25,532 33,954
Wyominge=e====cecccau- : 32,451 20,395 52,846
Colorado=e=== ——————— : 27,160 18,365 45,525
New MexicOe=meeemnaae : k6,529 22,332 68,861
Arizonae--=---- ————— : 39,286 23,913 63,199
Ubahemmmmmmeismen—es : 9,088 32,656 42,6l
Nevada~e-eeccacnaaan : 7,638 49,824 57,462
Mountaine=me=mem=- . 218,107 211,617 429, 72k
Washington-==---n=-- : 9,234 7,747 16,981
Orego:fE ------------ P 15,261 26,157 hl,E?8
Californigeecececca- : 25,032 22,437 47,469
Pacific--==memnea- . bo,527 56,341 105,868
United States--- i 647,101 3525639 999,740

l/ Cropland used only for pasture; grassland and other nonforested

pasture (pasture‘not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pastured

in farms,
Agriculture, 195,

Acreages of pasture in farms are from the U, S. Census of

g/ Grassland or nonforested land grazed; and woodland forest land

grazed not in farms,

Acreages of grazing land not in farms were

compiled from various reports and records of Federal and State agencies,
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Table 29 - Woodland and forest in farms and not in farms, by regions
and States, 1954

State and region . In farms 1/ . Not in farms . Total g/

¢ 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Maine--n-n- mememem 1,0 14,909 16,901
New Hampshire-==ee-= : . 909 3,852 L, 761
Vermont-=e===ecacan= E 1,507 2,213 , 3,720
MassachusettSee=e=eaa : 671 2,599 3,270
Rhode Islande===e-=- : 63 367 430
Connecticut-==eeaa-- : 478 1,501 e 1,979
New Yorke=seeececeas 3,321 8,752 12,073
New Jersey=-eeeeeeca= 3 322 - 1,619 1,941
Pernsylvania-eeem=e- 3,247 11,861 15,108
Delavare-=-e=cecaeaa @ 215 “ 239 L5k
Maryland----=-===e-- : 1,133 , 1,767 ' 2,900
Northeast====-an- ;13,858 49,679 63,537
Ohiomms=mmemmmmmmees : 2,008 2,488 5, 396
Indiana--=e-comeaaas 2,780 1,265 ' 4,04
I11inois==cmmemeacas ¢ 2,916 1,031 -3, 9&7
IoWa=mmeccmmcaasaaan ¢ 2,134 371 2,505
MiSSOUriee=--ceea-aa : 8,585 6,555 ‘ 15,140
Cornbelt---------- . 19,323 111,710 31,033
. Michigan--------;---,= : 3,417 15,628 19,045
Wisconsine==emeacana : 5,930 10,567 16,497
Minnesota=--meme=eee i 4,520 14,389 18,909
Lake States=e=ee-e : . 13,867 40,584 54,451
Virginig-=e-en-em-=- : 6,586 8,941 15,527
West Virginig-e=eceea * 3,038 6,828 9,866
North Caroling=----- : 9,239 9,91 19,160
Kentucky=-e-eeaceaaa @ 4,850 6,317 © 11,167
Temessee==-======a= : 5,935 6,366 - 12,301
Appalachian------- ; 29,648 38,373 - 68,021
South Carolina-==--= : 5,363 6,531 , 11,804
Georgla=een-cmaaaaa . 12,686 10,981 23,667
Florida=e=esses=ccea . 8,976 12,811 , 21,787
Alabamg ===mencenemue . 10,334 10,432 20,766
Southeagte=mmmnmne P31,359 ko755 78,114

See footnotes at end of table, - Gohtinued
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- Table 29.- Woodland and forest in farms and not in farms, by regions

and States, 1954 - Continued

State and region ‘ In farms 1/ . Not in farms : Total 2/
et B R S —— Y —— G CTEE.
Mississippi-m==—====- : 8,878 7,562 16,440
ATKansas-e=-==memmeme=i 6,534 12,761 19,295
‘Louisiang====ee=cean= : 3,949 11,957 15,906

Delta States~-mmem- . 19,361 32,280 51,641
Ok1ahoma = ===========-= ¢ 5,147 5,142 ' 10,289
TexXag=mmmmmmmmmmmmmns: 20,02k 12,786 32,810

Southern-Plains----; 25,171 - 17,%8 43,099
North Dakotae=e=me==== : 551 0 | 551
South Dakota=====-=a= : Ly 1,692 2,133
Nebraskg-=e=c-cencaa= : 623 - 57 1,080
Kansas=eeemeccecaaaca . 980 684 - 1,66k

Northern Plains=e=~: 2,595 2,833 5,428
Montana=eseecenacanaat 2,164 17,639 19,803
IdahO=emmmcmmemmacaaa : 1,427 15,983 17,410
Wyoming=ememmememeaea! 652 7,068 ~ 7,720
Coloradom=m=mmmmmamax? 2,003 17,520 19,523
New MeX1COmmmmmmmmmaa? 5,300 15,069 20,369
ArizZona=m=emem-meeea=? 8,951 9,461 18,412
Utgh=memmmceccccmcaaa : 1,029 14,380 15,409
Nevada--mmmcmmmemeea=? 63 11,446 | 11,509

Mountaine--=-=mm=m=- . 21,589 108,566 130,155
Washington=mem-meeme- : 3,709 17,867 21,576
Oregon=-==-=meeecccacax : 4,638 24,293 28,931
Californiga=eeccececax ; 5,855 33,543 39,398

Pacifice-e=mcmcaaaa? 1k ,202 75,703 89,905

United States=---: 196,973 418,411 615,384

1/ All woodland in farms, as reported by the U,S. Census of Agriculture,
195k,

2/ All woodland and forest areas as reported by the U,S. Forest Service
in the preliminary report, Timber Resource Review, 1955, exclusive of
reserved woodland and forest areas in parks and certain other special-use
areas and some nonstocked areas duplicated in cropland and pasture areas,



Table 30, = Land in special-p.se areas, by regions and States, 1954

Rural high= 'Farmsteads, s

National

~ 1State-owned !

See footnotes at end of teble.

H H
¢t Urban ! Wildlife ¢ tinstitutionss
State and region ¢  areas '::Z;;,r:iﬁ- zna'g“lﬁ:g" ATk | ess E:g:;‘:e and; .1 d miscel- $ Tog;l
. : ‘ : : : : tlaneo H
X s airporte 2/ | : : ,Energy &/ zot?eruzseslla
-MM 1,000 acres Mmmwlm“ﬂﬁ
Maine ! 113 172 42 206 31 18 -2 584
"New Hampshire=mem===- : 89 17 L1 1 I 3 232
Vermonteme=es=x ———ia f hs 65 28 9 L 2 2 155
Hagsachusettsmmmmems ! " L79 9 kil 21 1 ol 10 795
Rhode Islandm=mmemme 102 18 L 8 3 8 2 L5
Connecticutemmmmmme= ! 253 101 23 20 6 L 17 Lk
New Yorkememeememans ' 1,057 5L2 200 2,426 92 175 15 4,507
New Jersey==mmmmmmm- ! 776 116 L2 20 68 77 12 1,111
Pennsylvenigem=em=== i 967 651 23L 136 886 70 17 2,961
Delaweremwemmmmmamam= ! 38 27 12 1 21 18 1 118
larylandesmesmmemees | 2L0 102 53 _2% 46 9/132 3 9/602
Northeastemmmmmana 4 14,137 2,032 686 2,91l 1,169 612 8L 11,634
Ohio - f 1,006 520 L82 i 38 89 25 2,21
Indignammmmacemmeea i )16 Lg5 LLs L7 22 210 39 1,678
T11inolg=mmmmeamme=m ! 890 1,039 522 22 86 L9 30 2,738
Iowa---n-.---------- * M 909 588 28 ha 91 16 “ 2 125
HiB80UTLmmmmmmmmmme | 156 62 553 _62 123 208 30 ,ogé
Corn Belte=emmmamn , 3,253 3,587 2,594 213 317 L7 140 10,851
Mi.chi gan=mmmmmmm== - 819 909 413 301 2l3 29 L7 2,761
Wisconsin=eemearca=a . Sek 8L7 L57 17 279 101 U 2,239
Minnesota=semmemuma= | 11z %62 . 80 1,599 .33 - ko 3.23
Lake States===m=== 3 1,836 2,880 1,u32 398 2,121 163 101 8,931
Virginig---m=sma=s-a 369 287 174 27k 30 8L L9 1,567
West Virginigeee==e= , 175 182 76 Lo 27 27 28 555
North Carolinge==--- ,  L10 565 239 3L3 22l 323 Lg .1h9
Kentucky==mmammmua -, 21 Lol 338 66 4 317 28 1,446
Tennesses=v=mmmmm==n= 1235 98 31k 316 121 329 70 1,882
- Appalachigne~e===m ; 1,508 1,836 1,141 1,039 L6 1,380, 220 7,600
= Continued



Table  30. - Land in special-us‘é areas, by regions and States, 1954 - Continued

9L

tRural high-: - : ‘Nati :State-owned
Urban  :ways, rail-: g:;zsﬁgzgi : parks ¢ Wildlife :posconel iltitutions Total
' State and region : areas :roads, and . g lanes ° L/ ¢ 8T igng ptomiciand miscel-  : 08 ,
: 1/ . :airports g/ : 5/ *Energy 6/ :laneous other : Y
: ‘ : : : : :uses 7/ :

R :1,000 acres l,OOO acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
South Carolina-----= s 25l 375 118 9 110 331 1L 1,261
GeOrgiammmmmmmmmam- : L9s 501 - 195 58 381 752 17 2,399
Florida : 634 513 116 52 20l 732 183 3,234
LR R ——— T | 507 190 12 26 218 10L 1,562

Southeast-=------- } 1,858 1,896 619 1,001 751 2,033 318 . 8,u76

Mississippi-memmmmem : 212 357 260 28 116 285 sl 1,312
Arkansas-—-=~—mmeaax : 213 97 211 17 151 L3k 2 1,425
LoulSlanA-f-~- ------ i 390 335 176 9 L7k 235 15 1,634

Delta States—-mm-- Poe1s 11,089 6l7 Sk (s 954 71 L,371

Oklahoma-;--e----fr- 27237 587 3h7 L3 245 538 L7 2,0l

- Texas-- L5 ahe o 672 732 192 898 AT 5,87

Southern Plalns--- .1, 771 . 2,029 1,019 775 L37 1,436 6l . 7,531

North Dakotamemmmeme : 55 1,100 296 70 189 433 9 2,152

South Dakota=—-=—me= : 78 862 28] 22l 50 376 2 1,846
Nebraskame—-m=—a=eam @ 137 955 376 22 15 12 n 1,788
Kansas-mm=mmmem————- 1 2h2 1,133 LLh 19 22 A7k 16 2,050

Northern Plains--- % 512 ~ L,050 1,370 335 Lo6 1,125 38 7,836

Vontana--f----—-e-e- : 58 N 13 1,125 717 601 22 3,310

Idaho===- ; -z 63 270 153 8L L6 1,325 13 1,95L
Wyoming-memm—mcm———— i 39 346 53 2,205 62 135 : 5 2,8L5
Colorado=-==amm—=n- - 151 639 172 518 67 il 16 1,977
New Mexico-wm—mmmm==-t 155 - 389 83 240 211 1,450 68 2,596
Arizona 3 82 32 L9 1,L6L 29 3,135 3 5,086
Utah P 197 217 88 268 139 2,415 7 3,351
L e i ln 350 15 128 231 1,251 3 5,019
- Mountainesme—meaa- o186 3,119 786 6,052 1,502 13,726 137 26,138

See footnotes at end of table. ‘ : - Continued



Table 30. - Land in special-use areas, by regions and States, 1954 - Continued

e

*National :State-owned

et
3

Y SR IR

* Rural h:.gh- Farmsteads,

: % Urban 2 P Wildlife :. tinstitutions @
: Lo, . ways, rarl-.fam roads - Parks "~ “Defense and vl Total
State and reglon ! areas  i.,,45. and ;and lanes VAR argas “Atomic tand miscel-  : s
: Yy ‘ :alrports 2/. 3/ . : : 2 'Energy 6/ 11:2201;7 other :
. . H . . ' u .

1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1;000 acres 000 acres 1,@0 acres 1,000 acres 1'1000 acre$

«

se oo

Washington=n-<mmnm- 330 330 180 1,185 246 837 13 3,121
Oregon~=c=mm——ommaw 184 T 380 16l 203 L67 . 163 19 1,580
Californig=-—===-—-=- : 1“,571 1,206 _Loo 4,555 A7 l, 219 31 12,129

Pacifigem-—-----= | 2,085 1,916 o 5,943 80 5,219 63 16,830
United States-- f 18 561 o ‘2h,u9h \ 11,008 18,724 8 780' 27,395 1,236 - 110,198

_/ Areas occupied by towns and cities of 1,000 population and over are as of December 1954. Estimates are based on
‘annexations since .1950 as reported by the Municipal Yearbook and the Bureau of the Census, Estimates of unincorporated
areas added to urban areas since 1950 were ‘based on the proportion of unincorporated to incorporated areas in 1950,
Revision of the 1950 urban area as reported in U. S. Dept. Agr. Tech, Bul, 1082 was made on the basis of 2 subsequent
reports released by the Bureau of the Census. TFor places not reported by the Bureau of the Census, estimates were -
made by measurement of built-up areas on recent topographic maps and aerial photovraphs and by comparison with areas
reported in 19140. Adjustments in census areas for incorporated places were made to exclude large non-built-up areas
from urban land, particularly in the New England States. Approximately 10 million addltlonal acres are occupled by
rural vzl.llavei and towns, with populations of 100 to 1,000. The estimated acreage in these villages and towns is now
included in other major uses of land such as forest, grazing, farm » and other land. Sepa.ratlon would call for revision
of accepted major land use areas of many counties and States,

g/ Estimates of acreage in highways as of 1954 were derived by applying average right-of-way widths reported by State
highway departments to the mlleage in different highway systems reported by the Bureau of Public Roads, ‘

Estimates of acreage in railroad rlghts-of-way are based on State-by-state changes in mileage reported by the -
Interstate Commerce COInmission, 1945-53. ‘

~ Airports used strictly for personal use or for mllltary purposes are excluded as such areas are largely dupllcated
in agriecultural and military uses of land respectively. Airports within corporate. limits of c:.tles a.nd those
surrounded by’ built=up areas in unmcorporated places were also excluded.

_/ Rural home51tes outside towns ‘and villages and not located on farms occupy an undetemuned acreage, partlcularly
along major. highways near’ cities. The number of such homesites has been :|.ncrea51ng. In some areas, many of the
\homes:.tes on former farms are in this category, ‘and the decline in acreagé in farmsteads in these areas merely indi-
cates that such home51tes are no longer located on farms as deflned by the Burean of the Census.

_!_4./ As. of June 30, 1954, National recreation areas are excluded as these areas are reported by the Bureau of
Reclamation, Major water areas 'in national parks -as compiled by the Natlonal Park Service as of March 1953 were
deducted from the total area reported Areas in State parks exclude water bodies of LO acres or more. Adlrondack and

- Cont:l.nued

Ll



"1‘_1'610‘ 30,- Land in specisl-use areas, by regions and States, 195k - Continued

‘Catskill parks or forest-preserve areas are included in the acreage reported for New York.

2/ Does not include areas under the primery Jurisdiction of ‘another agency or land leased for wildlife purposes.
Excludes 1,520,000 acres in the Cabeza Prieta and Kofa areas in Arizons and 2,728,711 acres in the Desert Game and
Charles Sheldon areas in loudl, vhich were reported in grazing districts by the Bureau of Land Management. State
wildlife areas are as reported in U, 8. Dept. Agr. Circular 909 plus lends acquired since 1950 by the States for
vildlife purposes under the Pittman-Robinson and Dingel-Johnson acts and by the States themselves without assistance
from Federal funds.

§/ As nportcd in Senate Doc. 100, 8Lth Cong., 24 Sess., Inventory Report on Federal Real Property in the United
States as of June 30, 1955.

7/ state-owned rural land held for institutional sites snd miscellanecus other uses » such as National Guard cemps
and rifle ranges, fairgrounds, airports, radio stations, flood-control aress, and watershed-protection areas. Data
are incomplete for some States.

8/ The following' special uses of rural land are not included in the totals: Reservoirs, industrial and eomoreiul
sites in rural areas, mining areas, clay, sand, and stone quarry sites, powerline rights-of-way, cemeteries, and
golr courses. Water area in reservoirs, exclusive of most natural lakes with controlled water levels, totaled
approximately 7 million acres as of December 31, 1953. As the approximate land area of the United States excludes
all naturel or artificial vater bodies of 4O acres or more, the area in reservoirs is considered separately from other
special uses. MNost reservoirs have protective belts or areas surrounding them, For some reservoirs, this area may be
nearly equal to the water area of the reservoir, vwhile for others it may be considerably less. These areas are often
forested for vatershed protection and may also be used for recreation and for wildlife protection.

9/ Includes data for District of Columbia.



Table 31. - Federal, State, private, and other land, by regions and States, 1955

Federal land 1/

State land 2/

s Private and other land not
owned by Federal and State

State and region : Governments 3/ : Total
tPercentage of- :Percenzagaof. i Percentage of : acreages
Acreage , :1land area E/ Acreage iland area H/ Acreage :1and area é/
11,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres
O ;12 0.6 183 0.9 19,559 98,5 119,866
New Hmﬂpshi—re ----- : 691 1200 58 1.0 5,022 87.0 5,771
Vermont——-——mmemm= : 233 3.9 81 1.k 5,62k 9L.7 5,938
Massachusettsem==- : 11 2.2 202 4.0 4,722 93.8 5,035
Rhode Islandemmmw== : 8 1.2 10 1.l 659 974k 677
Connecticute=me=mn - 6 o2 158 S.l 2,971 ka7 3,135
New York=mmmeasmm= 1 267 o9 3,107 10.1 27,310 89,0 30,684
New Jersey=mmmmmm= ¢ 95 2,0 172 36 L4547 9L.L L,81L
Pernsylvania==e=== : 551 1.9 2,825 9.8 25,453 88.3 28,829
Delawaremmmmmm=mm= i 32 2,5 : 9 o7 1,225 96.8 1,266
Maryland==m=me==mm- : 180 2.9 110 1.7 6,034 95.4 6432l
Dist, of Columbia- : 12 30.8 0 0 27 69,2 39
Northeast=-=m=m=m= Po2,310 2.1 6,915 62 103,153 917 112,378
Ohdo : 2l 9 240 9 25,759 98,2 26,240
Indima """""""" : 3’48 1.5 198 9 22,625 9706 ‘ 23 171
Tllinois=ernrmmen= - L13 1.2 101 o3 35,284 9845 35,798
ToWg=wmmen oo mmm o o oom : 123 o3 72 02 35’67’4 99 ’5 35’869
Mi580Urimmmmmre——— i 1s625 3.7 274 6 2,06 95,7 4l 305
 Corn Beltmwmmmm= : 2,750 1.7 885 5 161,748 97.8 165,383
Michiganemmmmmmem= 3 2,830 7.8 1,103 12.1 29,261 © 80,1 36,L9L
Wisconsin------ﬂ----‘a 1,839 5¢3 531 1.5 32, J6L2 9342 35,012
linnesotamem=mmmws 3,079 6,0 5 507 10.8 h2,619 83,2 51,205
Lake States==w=e~ f 7,748 6.3 10,4l 8.5 10L,522 85.2 122,711
Virginiaeememamanes i 2,117 843 89 o3 325 91.h 25,
WEs% Virginia--ee= : 932 6.0 148 1.0 13’331 93.0 15
North Carolina=-== : = 1,881 6.0 333 1.1 29, 1208 92.9 31, h22
Kentucky===wmwm=mn . 957 3.8 6 o2 2h 510 96.0 25 513
Tennessee—=--===-= 1,649 6.2 350 1.3 . 203752 %25 267 751
Appalachians~--- 75536, £.0 966 8. 116,126 232 212L.,628

See footnotes at end of teble,.

- Continued
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Table 31. - Federal, Staté, private, and other land, by regions and States, 1955 =~ Continued

Federal land 1/

tPrivate and other land not :

-
H

: State land 2/ owned by Federal and State : Total.

State and region : : Governments 3/ P acreages
' o :Percentage of : A : Percentage of A :Percentage of : &

Creace :land area L/ : “°T®28°  .1and area i/ : 2°T€28® 1.4 area L/
:1,000 acres Percept 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres
South Carolina-e--- : 1,055 5.4 1,011 5.2 17,329 89.4 19,395
Georgia~———mm—mne==’ 5931 5.2 90 .2 35,408 k4.6 37,429
Florida~-—-=-—-e—a— : 3,520 10.1 1,074 3.1 © 30,13) 86.8 3k, 728
Alsbama=-mmmm======’__ 1101 B T -2 1.0 31,268 _ 95.6 32,690 _

Southeast—m~——=——n : 7,607 6.1 2,196 2.0 114,139 91.9 124,242
Mississippie—ecmmmi 1,511 5.0 155 .5 28,572 9L,.5 30,238
Arkansas—eeem—m————, 3,11, 9.2 393 1.2 30,205 89.6 33,712

Louisiana--—e—m——m=, 1062 3.7 _28L 1.0 27,558 95.3 ___ 28,904
Delta States-e—--% 5,687 6.1 832 .9 86,335 93.0 92,854
[0) 7S F1 1Y R —— : 996 2.3 1,170 2.6 42,013 95.1 Lh,179
Texas t 2585 1.5 3,280 2,0 1162,78L 96,5 - 168,649
Southern Plains--' 3,581 1.7 L, 450 2.1 204,797 96,2 212,828
North Dakota~------ ¢ 1,886 Le2 1,820 L. 41,130 91.7 41,836
South Dakotam=-—--=: 3,028 6.2 2,525 5.2 43,430 88,6 148,983
Nebraska-——--m===w-i 688 1.k 1,659 3.4 46,718 95.2 49,065
Kansas 32l O 60 .1 52,165 99.3 52,549
Northern Plains-‘--f 5,926 3.0 6,06l 3.1 183,413 93,9 195,433
Montana=nn-----——=n- Po27,952 29.9 5,498 5.9 59,912 6l1.2 93,362
Idaho 3h,5L8 6542 2,961 5.6 15,463 2942 52,972
Wyomlng------------: 29 I) 851 h? 0‘8 3 F) 6)47 508 28 ,906 hb . h 62 s hoh
- C010rado~m—memm——an . 2,120 36.3 3,161 L.8 39,209 58.9 66,510
New Mex:.co --------- 3 26,218 33.7 ]J.,SO,J. lh.e h0,0hS 51.5 77, 767
Arizona ----------- : 32,322 hhos 9,9&0 1307 30,’426 )-1108 72,688
Utah . 37,000 70.2 3,027 5.7 12, 67h 2h,1 52,701
Mountaine——--eeme : 273,187 9.8 39,816 7.3 235,666 k2.9 518,669

See footnotes at end of table.

~ Continued
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Table 31, - Federal, State, private, and other land, by regions and States, 1955 - Continued

:Private and other land not

State land 2/ :ovned by Federal and State
. : Governments 3/

.+ Percentage of

3

Federal land 1/ Total

State and region acreage

H Percéntage of : Percentage of

Acreage

e es o0 oo e
a8 on jee se oo
ss e e w8

Acreage :land area L/ ~__:land area L/ Acreage :land area L/

11,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres = Percent 1,000 acres
Washington-——-=-=n : 12,768 29.9 2,912 6.9 27,013 6342 42,743
OI'egon— ----------- H 31’ 602 51. 3 1’ 609 2 .6 28,'431 h6.l 61,6’42
Californiam=mm---= : 47,17k 47,0 2,932 2.9 50,208 __50.1 100,31l

PaCE FiCmmmmmmmm 91,56l W7 7,483 3.7 105,652 51.6 200,699
United States- ¢ L07,896 . 2l.h 80,38 b2 1,115,561 hl 1,903,825

1/ Senate Doc. 100, 84th Cong., 2d Sess., Inventory Report on Federal Real Property in the United States as of
June 30, 1955. ‘

2/ U, S. Dept. Agr. Cir. 909. L

2/ Acreage not owned by Federal and State Govermnments consists of privately owned land, Indian land, and county,
mmicipal and other: local government land. Private and public land areas each include a share of the public road
rights-of-way, drainage and irrigation ditches, and levees, '

L/ Percentages calculated from unrounded data.

T



'Table 32.- Federal and State-onned 1and used for farmi_ng and grazmg, by reglons ‘
, and States, 195h iy

‘?ederal L ¢ , ' ',Stajt.e

Total used

I Sy ﬂotaTnsed s KR
State and regxo ¢ Farming f:_szing::for farming: Farming : Grazing sfor farming
: i : 2/ :and grazing: : 2f -and grannc'

. - 1,000 1,000 = 1,000 ,_1,0()0 T 1,0,(')0' B 1,000
 Maine-- ——: 0 1 1 0 0 o
- New Hampshire-—: 2 0 2 4] 0 0
- Vermont--- —t 1 2 -3 o I 1 1
 Massachusetts-—-: L/ o 0 0 1 1
- Rhode Islanl—--—-' o -0 0 -0 0 0
~ Connecticute——==: i_:/ 0 -0 -0 0 0
~ New Yorke——————: || 10 b 0 2 2
New Jersey=————: L/ 1 1 0 0 0
Pennsylvaniaee—=: 13 18 31 0 1 1
Delaware——————w—3 1 1 2 o 4} 0
Maryland——————e-: 3 6 9 0 0 o]
Northeaste----: 2L 39 63 0 5 5
Chio- : s 10 5 15 (0] 0 0
Indiana-we=ee—w-: 20 11 31 4] 0 0
I11inoiS—m—~ee—: L6 21 67 o 0 0
Iowa s 24 6 30 0 0 0
Missouri—-=—----: 57 86l 921 o} 11 1
Corn Belte——w=: 157 907 1,064 0 11 11
Michiganee———e—t 2 5 7 0 1 1
Hisconsine———eaa: 6 h 10 0 1 1
Minnesota—e——e=—=t 3 5 8 0 0 0
Lake States—--: 11 1k 25 0 2 2
Virginide—————e-=t 25 5% 80 0 h L
West Virginia——-: 2 15 17 n 5 5
North Carolina—-: 8 336 3Lk 0 h L
Kentucky——ee—ew-: 20 1k 3k 0 5 S
Tennessee—————=—: 50 66 116 0 3 3
Appalachian-—: 105 L6 591 0 21 21
South Carolina--: 5 217 222 0 6 A
Georgia=——=w—=-a: 3 8 11 0 7 7
Floridgeew—eece<ws 6 830 836 o 50 40
Alabamg-—eeeeem=s 33 108 W o] 0 0
Southeaste-=~=: 47 1,163 1,210 0 73 .13

P

' - : £ t1 3 ,d
See footnotes at end of table. ongirue
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Table'32.- Federal and State-owned land used for farming and grazing, by regions
and States, 1954 1/ - Continued

Federal : State
:Total used :

iTotal used

State and region ;'Farming ; Grazing :for farming: Farming ; Grazing :for farming
: : 2/  :and grazing: : 2/ :and grazing
: : : 3/ : :
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
¢ acres acres acres acres acres acres
Mississippi------ ; BQ 977 1,057 0 5 5
Arkansas--=----=- : 39 1,176 1,215 0 52 52
Louisiana~=======: L 60l 603 0 80_ 80
Delta States---: 123 2{757_ 2,830 o 137 137
Oklahoma===m====- s %0 29 o330 573 265 838
Texase—=—===—===x s 106 1,06, 1,170 0 2,760 2,760
Southern Plains: 192 1,358 1,550 573 3,025 3,598
North Dakota-=-=-= : 206 1,223  1,h29 0 923 923
South Dakota==--- : 53 1,928 1,931 3 1,968 1,971
Nebraska=-======- : 93 sob 597 2 1,626 1,628
Xansas=========== : L3 125 173 3 0 3
~ Northern Plains: 1,00 3,730 4,130 3 4,517 4,525
Montana---=-=c==- : 62 16,908 16,970 AN L,211 4,655
Idaho=====- —————— 10 21,142 21,152 33 2,255 2,343
Wyoming=eeme=ae==t 15 ~ 21,260 21,275 20 3,572 3,592
Colorado=======-=: 11 15,355 15,366 U3 2,775 2,918
New Mexico======- s 2 21,082 21,03k 76 11,265 11,341
Arizona-~=—====-- s 1 2h, $00 24,901 303 3,51 8,817
I S ——— : 22 27,402 27,l2k L0 1,800 1,340
Hevada-memeecmmeea: 1 49,693 49,694 0 36 36
Mountaine-—-=-- : 124 197,7L2 197,866 1,11k 3L,L23 35,542
Washington-=-==== : 23 2,925 2,953 125 729 85l
(regonememmemee==; 22 21,704 21,726 0 391 891
Californig--=====: 190 19,003 19,193 0 131 131
Pacificem--mm==t 2,0 13,632 13,872 125 1,751 1,876
United States: 1,L23 251,878 253,301 1,820 13,970 15,790

}/ Federal and State rural land used for farming and grazing under lease or per-
mit or otherwise used for farming or grazing. Includes Federal and State land
used for farming and grazing which is Ieported in farms, as well as land not in
farms and ranches.,
_/ Includes grassland, shrub and brush land, and forest land used for grazing
ﬁ/ Does not include L3 million acres of Indian land used for farming and ¢ ra21ng.
/ Less than 500 acres,
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Table 33.~ Indian land used for farming

and grazing, by regions and States,

195 1/

State and region

__Indian land

Farming

»e &0

Grazing :

Total used for
farming and grazing

'1 000 _acres |

1 000 acres

1 000 acres

Maine=-= - : 0 0 0]
New Hampshire -3 0] 0 0
Vermont -3 0 -0 0
Massachusetts=m=e=—=caea; 0 0 -0
‘Rhode Islande=-~=ee=cae-a: 0 Y 0
Comnecticut- -2 0 0 0
New York H (o] 0 C
New Jerseymem==—eea—a<ee-: 0 0 0
Pennsylvanig==ee=-=ceaa- : 0 0 o]
Delaware ——— : 0 -0 0
Maryland=-- 2 0 0 Q-
~ Northeast -- : 0 -0 0
Ohio- : 0 —0 0
Indiana : - : 0 0 0
I1linois : 0 0 0
Towam=-- : L 0 L
- Missouri--=--- : 0 0 0
Corn Belt - : i 0 N
Michigan : 2 13 15
Wisconsin: --: 17 221 238
Minnesotasme===m~-- : 31 L3 L63
Lake States-----—e----f 50 - 666 716
Virginia ————— D 0 0
West Virginjgeeececccaaaa: 0 -0 0
North Caroling=-=e-ee---: 5 28 33
Kentucky===~ s 0 0 0
Tennessee - : 0 0 0
- Appalachians=—e=--m=-ee? 5 28 33
South Carolina==—eeme—=-: ”1 1 2
Georgia - ' : o] -0 0
Florida--- : 0 160 160
Alabama : 0 0 0
Southeast : 1 161 162
See footnotes at end of table. - Continued



- 85 -

Table 33.- Indian land used for farming and grazing, by regions and States,
1954 1/ - Continued

: Indian land _
State and region : ; : S : Total used for
=4¥‘iFarm1ng $ Grazing ¢ farming and grazing
s 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Mississippi=-- ; 5 8 13
Arkansas--- s 0 0 0
Iouisiana===- : 0 0 0
Delta States-=-—-==--= - 5 8 13
Oklahoma 1,208 — 1,149 2,357
Texas- : , 0 2 2
Southern Plains--------% 1,208 1,151 2,359
North Dakotame====eme—ee=: 1LL ‘ 81hL 958
South Dakota=-=—==—==-w==: 572 L, 748 5,320
Nebraska - : 53 17 : 60
Kansas=-=- ————: 29 , 6 35
Northern Plaing=--=----‘ 798 ' 5,575 6,373
Montana e 828 — 5,3% 5,221,
Idaho ————— : 164 692 856
Wyoming -— s 57 1,791 1,848
Colorado- — 8 685 693
New Mexico : 56 5,834 5,890
Arizonge=---- : — 269 15,669 15,938
Utah s 58 1,835 - 1,893
Nevada 33 9 . 1005
Mountain =% 1,473 32,874 34,347
' Washington-=——-e==—eeeeu= : 322 —I,780 2,002
Oregon -—— 75 1,470 1,545
California : 25 397 h22
Pacific ———- : 322 3,647 3,969
United Statese-------: 3,866 h,110 L7,976

1 1Indian land (chiefly tribal and trust-allotted lands), used for farming
ada'grazing_including all land operated by Indians, as well as land operated
under lease or permit by non-Indians. It also includes land reported in farms
and land not so reported. Both irrigated and dry land is included. Included
are 583,000 acres of irrigated farming land and 3,283,000 acres of dry farming
land. Excluded are 4,071,000 acres of forest and woodland not reported
grazed and 3,512,000 acres of miscellaneous other areas not farmed or grazed.
Totalsindian tribal lands and lands held in trust comprised 55,559,000 acres
"~ in 1954, ' , ‘



Table BL.- Changes ir cropland and all pasture a.nd grazing 1and by major divisn.onq and regions,
‘ SO United States, 19&9-5!;, ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ o

1]

Woodland pasture |

Open permanent pasture
| in farms 3/

Major division } ‘Croplan‘d‘ -/ | in farms 2/
~and reglon IR N

LT UL “%@@ffmmﬂfiﬁq.ommaﬂiQQ;‘m%‘*mmg“‘
) 1,ooo 1,000 1,000 - 1,000 1,600 1,000 1,600 1,000 1,000

e o8 &0 oo

e oo oo cojee o0

| | - acres f acres acres acres ~ acres  acres ‘acr_e_s‘ | acres  acres

Northern Ce | R N | |
Northeastern—-n-—-; 24,557 22,830 -1,727 6,928 6,701 227 1,297 3,83 -4l
COrn‘Belt--é——--- 95,956 95,268 - -688 16 563 16,430 = =133 13 0L, 13,335 - 321 |
Lake States——-—--; L6,410 45,897 ‘-3513 6, , 151 5,982 . =169 9 918 8,541 -1,377 L
Northern Plains--, 100 666 101,043 377 71.326 754 326&_‘_.4._0_09_ 2 _7 ,7h0 .. =527 )

Total-—--—---~267,589 265 038 “-e 551 100,968 104,439 3,471 29,496 27 452 2,0,
| Southern' o NEERES ST | . ‘ “‘ ; . e NS R ‘ o Y ﬂ“'] ‘ f

Appalachian-—-—-- 37,363 33,722 -‘-_3‘,6&1 | ‘9,‘115,“‘ 9,899 784 ,~‘+96 | ‘8,316 . 820 ®
‘Southeastern=e=—; 27,919 24,82, =3,095 6,776 = 9,667 2,891 16 578 17,796 1,218
Delta-m—-=—wome—e, 24,283 22,162 =2,121 5,017 = 6,809 l s792 9,532 11,601 = 2 069

‘Southern. Plaine-- 53 986 uh525120‘ -1, 866 85 062 102 232 17 170__ }5‘§O9“;23,561 ~12 ,0L8 B
Total-—--—-- F143,551 132, 828‘ -10 723 105,970 128, 607 22,637 69,215 61,27 <7,941

Western: U AR | R
Mountain—--—--—-- 39,675 hl 218‘ 1,543 179,696 193,629 13,933 23,663 20,549 =3,114

Pacificememmcmmam: 27,023 26,213 =780 29,005 33,204 _ 4,189 12,341 11,877 k6l
Total-—-~----- 66, 698‘ 67,461 \}‘1763“208,711 226,833 18,122 36,004 32,426 =3,578

United States- 177,838 465,327 -12,511 115,649 459,879 44,230 134,715 121,152 -13,563

See footnotles at erd of table. SV | o : ‘ ‘ = Continued



Table 3l.~ Changes in cropiand and all pasture and grazing land, by major divisions and regions, United
States, 19L49-8L - Continued

Grazing land not in farms Q/ Total pasture and grazing land

Major division

e se s e

and reglon ¢ 399 ! 195%  f Change k9 ¢ 195k ¢ Change
: 1,000 - T,000 ' T, 000 T,000 T,000 1,000
: acres acres acres acres acres acres

Northern: ;
Northeastern==---: 2,800 2,237 -563 14,025 12,77k -1,251
Corn Belte=m==me=: 5,300 ,572 272 34,877 35,337 L60
Lake States==—===: 6,200 2,934 -3,266 22,269 17,457 -L,812
Northern Plaing=-: 6,529 L, 38L ~2,145 80,122 81,450 1,328
Totelemmmmomem=: 20,829 15,127 =5, 702 151,293 17,018 <275

Southern: ;
Appalachiane=====: 11,800 9,119 -2,681 28,Lh11 27,334 -1,077
Southeastern===--: 25,615 22,280 -3,335 48,969 49,743 T7h
Deltammmm=me=e—-=: 28,120 25,389 -2,731 42,669 43,799 1,130
Southern Plains-~: 15,700 12,766 -2,53L 136,371 138,559 2,188
Totalmmememmmm=t__ B1,235 69,55L; —11,681 256,00 259,135 3,015

Western: ;
Mountaine--==w-==: 227,365 211,617 -15,748 130,72k h25,795 -L,929
Pacificemm—nmmm—m : 70,735 56,3L1 =11, 394 112,091 101,422 ~10,669
Totaleeememmen= ;298,100 267,958 =30, 142 oL2,B15 527f§I7; ~15,598
United States® 400,16k 352,639 -li7,525 950,528 933,670 -16,858

3
.

l/ Cropland includes cropland harvested, failure, fallow, soil-improvement crops, idle land and crop-
land used only for pasture.

g/ Open permanent pasture includes all grasslend pasture and other pasture not cropland and not
woodland in farms.

3/ Woodland pasture in farms as reported by the 1950 and 195h Census of Agriculture.
1./ Grazing land not in farms includes all private and public land not in farms estimated as usable

for grazing, including grassland, woodland, and forest land.

-Lg-



Table 35.- Cropland an

- 88 -

d improved pasture, by major divisions and regions,
United States, 1939 and 1954

Major division and : 1939 7 : 1954
region : : Improved : A : Improved
. Cropland 1/ . pasture 2/ : Cropland 1/ . pasture 2/
| * 1,000 acres 1,000 acres f 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Northern: ; :
Northeastern——————e-, 21,897 9,430 19,053 8,906
Corn Belt-———-cemmm-, 76,921 26,170 81,552 25,621,
Lake States=-mw—m=—, 39,437 8,474 40,194 9,348
Northern Plains-e-—-, 90,113 34,590 ¢ 97,091 35,601
Total : 228,368 78,664 * 237,890 79,479
Southern: ; - S Ty T T
. Appalachian-—m—=-=-=: 27,912 11,693 23,416 13,133
Southeastern—————-—--: 25,540 6,577 ¢ 20,197 9,203
Mississippi Delta—=-: 20,244, 8,914 ¢ 16,271 9,526
Southern Plaing=—ew~=: 48 85(2 e _2_9 98__'2_‘_’(;_;______:___ C- - 42 :39_7_. hlhlséo
Total P 122,546 57,061 . 102,281 76,722
e
Western: : :
Mount ain———e——mmee--: 28,915 26,568 ¢ 37,289 39,528
Pacific 18922 12816 : 21797 ___ 18807
Total : 47,837 39,384 59,086 58,335
United States—-, 398,751 175,109 . 399,257 214,536

1/ Cropland includes cropland harvested, failure, fallow, soil-improvement

crops, and idle land.

2/ Improved pasture includes cropland used only for pasture and other grass—
land pasture in farms estimated to have been improved by having had applied 2
or more improvement practices or maintenance practices in recent years,
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Table 36.4 Land cleared, drained, and leveled for irrigation, by major
divisions and regions, cumulative totals, United States, 1936-53 1/

Major division and rf : . *  Leveled for
region : Cleared i Dral“?d . irrigation
T 1,000 acres 1,00C acres - 1,00C acres
Northern: ‘ ; : ‘
Northeastern-——-————=w=-. 292 659 0
Corn Belt 4 72 5’913 0
Lake States——-———————: 1,296 7,854 0
Northern Plaing~——————: 63 2,968 373
Total . : 1,723 17,39 373
Southern: : ,
Appalachian~-———————e- : 110 1,373 0
Southeastern-———-—=—-- : 623 1,726 0
Mississippi Delta————-: wL 8,353 649
Southern Plaing=—ee———-: - 32 - 892 615
Total : 909 12,344, 1,26k
Western: ;
Mountain : 385 1,021 3,213
Pacific : 483 1,933 . 1,228
Totale— - 868 2,95, C hyhld
United States —m-m: 3,500 32,692 6,078 .

*
-

1/ Acreages cleared, drained, and leveled for irrigation with financial
assistance from the Agricultural Conservation Program.



o - not grazed-------------

P . -0-

B Table 37. Major uses. of private land, continental Unlted States, 3pecified
o , , years, 1930-54_;/ .

Land use ffrrf1936 'l:_' 194) : 1950 P 1954

, , L. kga;_ghzsg , m;i;,aeggs g;1ﬁ=a¢;e§
G RT3 ke 3

' Pasture and grazing land,:
~ including forest and i ' o o
woodland grazed, -------- : 700 TO4 680 660

'7;1F01est land and woodland s :
6r 150 176 - 205

“e en *s o4 e e

Ar;Spec1al USeBS=-m=mmoem—ann

23 26 27 33
rii,fMiScellaneous~4f;;—;--—--{'7: ;'621,7' 7 ;7;6027 _ 5T 53

, ir;Tbtal--é-4--é-éé-------; 01,359 o 1,338}5 , 11;342 1,343

igfz';/lAll,iéﬁa,mékcludihg public,éndiindiéﬁrfribal and‘trﬁst~éllotted~1§ﬁd.
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Table 38.-Major uses of public land (Federal, State, county, and local
- Government land), continental United States, specified years, 1930-54

Land use : 1930 i/ : 1945 2/ 1950 ;/‘o 1954 4/
:tMil. acres Mil. acres Mil acres Mil acres
CI‘Opland-rs----.-—----,--_-: 2 2 h - 3
Pasture and grazing land, :
including forested : :
grazing land-~=eem-ecae--: 297 5/ 304 6/ 296 296
Forest land not classified: , |
‘as grazing land -eceeer=-: 105 109 102 103
Special useSe-ereecmcccceaa: Ly Th 78 T7
Miscellaneous other land .: 4o 20 25 26

Total ==e=r==ut Lok 509 505 505

l/ National Resources Board, Supplementary Report of the Land
Planning Committee, Vol. 1, Part III, sec. VI, 1935.
2/ U. S. Dept. Agr., Misc. Pub. 663, 1948.
é/ U. S. Dept. Agr., Tech. Bul. 1082.
/ Production Economics Research Branch Land Use Inventory 1955.
5/ U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Federal Rural Lands, June 1947.

6/ U. S. Dept. Agr., Cir. 909.
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Table 39.-Major uses of Indian land (tribal and trust-allotted land;, continental
United States, specified years, 1930-54

1950 : 195k

Land use 1/ ; 1930 ¢ 1945 ;
7 ;Mil; acres'Mil. acrengil. acres'Mil. acres
Cropland used chiefly for crOps-—-,--; L 3 3 4
Pasture and grazing land, including :
woodland and forest land---ece-cce-- : ks Ly 4y : LY
Forest and woodland not grazed-------; 1 6 8 6
All other 1and~--s—,-,-,-----------,-; 2 b 2 2

Total —2-/ ------------ . 52 57 57 56

.o

l/ Land use clagsifications for the different years are not strictly comparable
especially for cropland, forest and woodland, and all other land. Accordingly, i
is estimated that a considerable part of the changes indicated are the result of
- differences in classification rather than actual changes in use.

g/ From about 1935 to 1942, purchases of land for Indian use and transfers of
public domain land to this use increased Indian holdings by 5 million acres. In
round numbers from 1945 to 195%, 17 million acres of the Indian land was trust-
allotted land, which is owned by individuals under guardianship of the Federal
‘Govermment. An additional 39 willion acres were owned collectively by Indian
tribes. The remaining 1 million acres were federally owned land reserved
specifically for the benefit or use of the Indians. Thus, slthough the Indian
land is under general administration or guardianship of the Federal Government
and 1s sometimes included in statistics of Federal land, in the ordinary sense
use and management of Indian land is more similar to use and management of
private than of public land.

National Resources Board, Supplementary Report of the Land Planning
Committee, Vol. II, 1935; U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Federal Rural
Lands, June 1947; U. S. Dept. Agr. Cir. 909; and records of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, 1952 to 1956.
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Table\ho.- ownership of grazing land not in farms, by major divisions and
regions, United States, 1954 1/

Major division and

Total

: Federal ; State ; Indian ; Private ;
region . . . ) . .
;1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres
Northern: ; ‘

Northeastern~==-==: 22 5 0 2,210 2,237
Corn Belte=cacea=; 851 11 0 4,710 5,572
Lake States : 8 -2 667 2,257 2,934
'Northern Plains--: 2,787 - 565 784 - 248 4,384
Total s 3,668 583 1,451 9,425 15,127

Southern: ; T - T T
Appalachian : 423 21 28 8,647 9,119
Southeastern-----: - 1,012 43 100 21,125 22,280
Delta States s 2,707 137 0 22,545 25,389
Southern Plains--: = 924 Lot 975 10,460 12 766
Totaleseceeee==3 5,066 608 1,103 62,777 © 69,554
Western: ; ) o |
Mountain--===----: 189,366 5,758 3,802 12,691 211,617
Pacific : hO,?GA 1,751 2,997 __10,829 . 56 341
Total---====--= : 230,130 7,509 6,799 23,520 267,958
- United States; 238,864 8,700 9,353 95,722 352,639

}/ Grazing land not in farms includes primarily acreages of publicly owned
land grazed by permit, privately owned and Indian forest land, woodland, and
other areas, used for grazing or suitable for grazing which sre not reported as

land in farms.

Sources of information on grazing land not in farms are records

and reports of public land management and conservation agencies supplemented

by spot ingquiries.
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Table Ll.~ Pasture and graz1ng 1and by regions, Western Range Area, United
' States, 1930 and 195n‘;/ ,

Farm and ranch pasture g/

A . _Change —
- Region 'i’ | 1930 i f' 195h f’ k Acreage f Percentage
: t 1, 000 acres 1 OOG acres : 1,000 acres B Peréeﬁt
 ' Southern Plalne-- 73,968 7 89,30h  :',+15 336 , 20,7
~ Northern Plalns—--- 40,878 52,499 +11,621 28.4
. Mountaine--—-——---; 121,392 218,107 96,715 79.7
Pacifie———--—n;  JT6IL 259;522;;',';f+11,916 T 31.7
Tobalamecininy 273,849 - LO9,437 j;+135,,»,588_ 49.5
Grazing land not in farms and ranches 3/
Southern Plains---: 23,782 2,063 ' -21,719 -01.3
Northern Plains—--, 21,509 3,931 - =17,578 -81.7
Mountainemee————; 323,751 211,617 -112,134 -34,.6
Pacificmmmmmmmeam—, 85,305 56.341 =28,964 =34.0
TOtal~--—------; L5k, 347 273,952 -180,395 =39.7
- Total pasture and range 4/
Southern Plains--: 97,750 91,367 -6,383 6.5
Northern Plains---, 62,387 56,430 - =5,957 -9.5
Mount a1n=mmmmmmmmm F L5143 129,724 - =15,419 3.5
Pacificmmmm—m————;__ 122,916 105.868 -17.048 -13.9
Totalemmmmmmm——m; 778,196 683,389 L4y ,807 -6.2

See footnotes at end of table, - Continued
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'VTable 41.- Pasture and grazing land, by regions, Western Range Area, United
States, 1930 and 1954 1/

1L/ The Western Range area is defined as the 11 Western States plus the
- counties of the Great Plains States west of an irregular line near the 100th
meridian as indicated by map (fig. 1), the Western Range Report, U. S. Senate
-~ Doc. 199, Thth Cong., 24 Sess. The 1930 data are from the Western: Range o
Report and basic antecedent tables. The 1954 data are from reports of the
1954 Census of Agriculture and from records and reports of publlc land man=
~agement, conservation, and statistical agencies.

The Western Range area of 728 million acres repoxted in -the Westeln ,
Range Report in 1936 included plowable and irrigated pasture, open permanent
‘pasture, or nonforested pasture, and woodland pasture in farms and ranches
~ from the 1930 Agricultural Census, plus all grassland, woodland, and forest
land not in farms or ranches, classified as usable and open for grazing, as
- of various dates. Such data were available from 1930 to 1935 (with the ex~=
~  ception of certain National Park areas). Because of the dates when the data

- were assembled, the comparlsons between years in footnotes and tables have

- been labeled 1930 and 195k.

2/ Pasture in farms and ranches includes plowable pasture, cropland used
only for pasture, irrigated pasture, open permanent pasture, or other pasturé
(not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pasture in farms. '

3/ Grazing land not in farms and ranches consists chiefly of Federal and
State land and privately owned woodland and forest land. - It includes grass-
land, or open land as well as woodland, brush, and forested land ~containing

“forage of value for grazing domestic llvestocx

h/ All pasture and range includes both pasture in farms and ranches and

grazzng land not in farms and ranches.
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Table 42,- Ownership of all pasture and grazing land, by regions, Western
Range area, United States, 1930-45 1/

Public Land 2/

{

: ' : ¢ __Change
Region f 1930. f 1954 Acreage Percentage.
* 1,000 acres 1,000 aéres 1,000 acres Percent
Southern Plains=e--- P 16,659 3,344 -13,315 -79.9
Northern Plaing—----, 8,752 6,904 -1,848 ~21.1
- Mountaine—-~————ee-- : 231,383 231,218 =165 -0.1
Pacific . INAIA 4#3381 ) _=3,083 -6.5
Total . 304,258 285,847 -18,411 -6.1
: Indian Land 3/
Southern Plains----= : 201 13 -188 -93.5
Northern Plains---—-: 5,895 5,501 -39, 6.7
Mountain=———e—eeeee-, 38,387 32,874 -5,513 =14 .4
Pacific : 3,508 3,647 =261 ~6.7
~Total : : 48,391 42,035 -6,356 -13.1
Private Land 4/
Southern Plains=-—---: 80,890 88,010 7,120 8.8
Northern Plaing=-——-=: 47,740 L&, 025 -3,715 -7.8
Mountaife———ce———aea : 175,373 165,632 -9,741 -5.6
Pacific : 71,54k 57,840 =13,704 -19.2
Total ;375,547 355,507 -20,040 5.3
See footnotes at end of table, § - Contirued
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Table 42.- Ownership of all pasture and grazing land, by regions, Westem
Range area, United States, 1930-45 1/ - Continued

Total pasture and grazing land 5/

: : : " Change
Reglon ' 1930 : 1954 ' Acreage ' Percentage
1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres Percent
Southern Plains———--: 97,750 91,367 6,383 6.5
Northern Plaing=~—-—: 62,387 56,430 =5,957 -2.5
Mountain s L45,143 429,724 =15,419 =35
Pacific : AT;221916 105,868 -17,048 =13.9
Total ;728,196 683,389 -L1;,807 6.2

1/ The Western Range area is defined as the 11 Western States plus the
counties of the Great Plains States west of an irregular line near the 10Cth
meridian as indicated by map (fig. 1), the Western Range Report, U. S. Senate
Doc. 199, 74th Cong., 2d Sess. 1936. The 1930 data are from the Western Range
Report, and basic antecedent tables. The 1954 data are from 1954 Census of
Agriculture reports and from records and reports of public land management,
conservation, and statistical agencies. ,

g/ Public land includes Federal, State, county, and municipal land. (The
estimates for county and municipal land are less complete than for Federal
and State land).

3/ Indian land includes tribal and trust-allotted land.

g/ Private land includes all rangeland not included under public and Indian
land, :

5/ Total pasture and grazing land includes public, Indian, and private land,



Table hj;- Pastﬁre and réngg‘lénd in farms and not in ferms, by regions, Western Range Area, 1930 and 1954 = Summary
‘ : Farm Pasture and Range ‘ ‘ ‘
Grassland or nonforest 1/ : Forest and wowaikiamty— —Zotal farm pasture and range
1930} 1954} Change * 1930 ! 1y5h : Change * 1930 ¢ 195k  Change

1,000 1,000 1,000 : 1,000  L,000 1,000 : L,;000 1,000 1,000

acres acres acres acres acres acres : acres acres acres

- Southern Plains----: 87,014  B0,391L 13,377 ~5,954 8,913 1,959: 73,968 89,304 15,336
- Northern Plainse---: L0,07h4 ~ 51,887 11,813 8ol 612 . =192: 140,878 52,499 11,621
Mountainee~e-===w--: 114,553 197,558 83,005 20,549  13,710: 121,392 = 218,107 96,715
PacifiCemmenuccaneas 29,557 37,650 8,093 8,054 11,877 31§2§§ﬁ,37,611 149,527 11,916

Total.__;_.._-_.-g 251,198 367,486 116,288 ; 22,651  l1,951 19,3003 273,849 - L09,l37 - 135,588

Regions

cee sofoe @8 o0 s oo eafee e
on
-
o]
A1}
O

‘ : \ L Nonfarm grazing and range land
Southern Plains----: 23,372 2,063  =21,309 Lo 0 -410: 23,782 2,063  =21,719

1,213 855 -358: 21,508 3,931 =17,577
92,566 Th,35h =18,212: 323,751 211,617 -112,13k
30,342 29,695  =7,6L7: 85,306 56,311 ~28,965

131,531 10k,90k 26,627 L5h,3L7 273,952 -180,395

* Northern Plaing----: 20,295 3,076 -17,219
’hmaiﬂf----;-éi--i '231:‘185 137$263 : '9‘3’922
PacifiCmmesmonaamns h? ,96h 26,616 -21,318

| TOtalmmmmmmmmmmmnmt 322,816 169,048 -153,768

.
o oo ee f[ee 00 oo o0

: ‘ Tofal pasture and range

2,017 1,467 -550: 62,386 56,430 -5,956

~Northern Plains----: 60,369  5h,963  =5,.06

a #6_ee e

Pacificememwmemooes 77 521 64,296 13,225 : 15,396  L1,572  -3,82L: 122,917 105,868 _ -17,0h9
Total : S7L,0LL +536,53L -37,l80 : 15h,182 146,855 ~7,327% 728,196 633,389  -LL,807

1/ Grassland or nonforest pasture and range includes cropland used only for pasture or plowable pasture, and
‘open permanent pasture (not cropland and not woodland) in farms, and nonforested grassland or open grazing land
not in farms,

g{ Forest and woodland pasture and range includes farm woodland pastured and nonfarm woodland and forest
usable for grazing,

1930 data compiled from basic tables prepared for the Western Range Report, U, S, Senate Doc. 199 s Thth Cong,
2d, Sess, 1936, 1954 data compiled from 195k Census of Agriculture reports and from records and reports of

Federal and State land-management ard conservation agencies,
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Definitions and Explanations

Cropland.- Total cropland available for crops includes cropland used for
crops, cropland used only for pasture, cropland in soil-improvement crops, and
idle cropland. The acreage of cropland used only for pasture may also be in-
cluded with the acreage of other pasture or nonforested pasture if the acreage
of all improved land used for pasture is desired.

Cropland used for crops is defined as the acreage actuslly used and in
preparation for crops. It is made up of three components - acreage of cropland
harvested (land from vhich one or more crops were harvested), crop failure, and
cultivated summer fallow. Certain areas of newly seeded crops and soil-improve-
ment crops not harvested or pastured are not included, as data relating to them
are not now available. Nor is idle cropland included, as the cropland-used-for-
crops series is intended to measure chenges in the land area in crops or in
preparation for crops the following year.

Idle and fallow cropland and cropland used only for pasture are usually
considered in the crop-rotation system as land that is used for crops, though
not necessarily in each year. Fallow land often is cultivated to conserve
moisture and kill weeds in preparation for crops. Much of the idle land is
left unplanted for a year or two only, although some of it is the poorer crop-
land that represents abandonment for crop purposes.

The series on cropland used for crops is based on the series of principal
crops harvested and crop losses of the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics
and the Agricultural Merketing Service and on data from the Census of Agricul-
ture. The acreages of cropland harvested were used for the 6 censuses taken
at S5-year intervals from 1925 to 1950. Interpolations were made for the inter-
vening years, based on the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics series on
principel crops harvested. For earlier years, the former Bureau of Agricultural
Economics series on principal crops harvested and acresges of specified crops
harvested reported by the 1l0-year censuses were used, and adjustments were made
for crops not reported. Additions were made to the acreage of cropland har-
vested reported by the 1950 and 1954 Censuses of Agriculture to cover some of
the underenumeration of cropland harvested that was indicated by postenumeration
surveys. ;E/ This adjustment was necessary in order to account satisfactorily
for the total acreage of crops harvested, as reported bty the Agricultural Esti-
mates Division of the Agricultural Marketing Service.

lh/ Before the Agricultural Adﬁustment Administration program began in 1933,
farmers usually thought in terms of "gross areas," which did not allow for land
occupied by ditches, fencerows, turnrows, or building sites. In later years,
their thinking has been more in terms of "net acres." No doubt this change in
method of reporting has affected to some extent recent estimates of acreages
of individuel crops and of total cropland. It has reduced these acreages by
en estimated 2 to 3 percent from what they wculd have been under the definitions
of cropland thet prevailed prior to 1933. For an estimate on changes in
acreage of cropland in the South see Langsford, E. L., Changes in Cotton Pro-
duction in War and Peace - Analyses by Production Areas. U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur.
Agr. Econ. F. M. 45. 33 pp., illus. Washington, D. C., 1944, (Mimeograrhed.)
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- Acreages of - crop failuro as’ given in uensus reports-were used for census
_years from 1925 to 19h5 when reported, and 1nterpelations for intervening
years were based on the crop losses cr'differences between planted and har-.
mated ty the former Buresu of Agri-

 cultural Economics. ‘Acreages of crop'failure for recert years arc tased

i[;ch:lefly on crop losses as reportedfby the - Agricultural Msrketing Service;' Re-

:’f;ported -acreages of crop losses are adjusted for the replanting of part cf the

7—screage on vwhich vinter wheat is'abandened. Hsy land that produced nothing

:771 butrpasture 1n some dry seasons 1s nct included in crop faiIure in reeent

’fé,glyears. o

Estimates ef acreage of cultivated'summ ellow were made only for the

:j7§‘geographic divisions that lie west of the Mississippi River. From 1945 to
“1948, estimates of fallcw were bese@:ehiefly on acreages seeded to wheat on

'summer fallow land, as estimated in the former Bureau of Agrtcultural ‘Econom-

'i:-;iics ‘and acco ding ‘to data issued by tke Great Plains Council "For 1949 gud
S subsequent _yeers, estimates of fsllow were based partly'onrthe 1950 and 195h

- Censuses of’Agriculture, estimates of wheat seeded on summer fallow made by

iif:,the Agricultural Marketing Service, ‘and information ohbtained from the Great
- Plains Council. Estimates for years prior to 1945 were built ‘up from frag-

J,Amentary'dats available in the Production Economics ResearcheBranch Agricul-
’ tursl Research Service. , : o e

"Pasfure ‘and grazing 1and.- Estimates of the ecresge of all pasture and

iffjignszing land include open permanent pasture in farms, cropland used only for
~ pasture, farm woodland pastured, and all lend grazed not in farms. Grazing

”1i}?and part ‘brushland end voodland.

-~ land not in farms is part grassland, part shrubs end other nonforest growth,

In the study reported here, pssture ‘and grazing land is classified 1n

sf}two different ways. One breakdown includes grassland‘pesture and grazing land

-'?fand woodland ‘and forest pastured or grazed, The ‘second breakdown separates,

5;';[pesture in farms from grazing land not in farms.rﬁjj

Grassland pasture and_ggfzi land. Grassland pasture and grazing

Vrff ;land'ineludes all land used primarily for'pesture and grazing; exclusive of
- the woodland and forest pastured or grazed. It includes the shrub and brush-
~~land types of pasture and - ‘grazing land such as sagebrush, ‘scattered mesquite,

~and some other shrub types in the West, and some ‘scattered brushland ‘pasture
in the East, and sll teme and wild or native grasses and legumes snd other '
o forage used for pasture or grazing.ir' EE

wOodland and forest pastured or g*ezed. Only‘rough approximetions

'”r;can be made of the total acreage of woodlend and ferest ‘not in farms which

1'1contsins some areas that have forage subject to grszing or that have vslue for
 grazing at some time during the year, Woodland end forest land actually
grazed, or useful for grazing, consists principelly of’open woodland or forest,
“scattered cleared and cutover areas, abandoned fields, ‘brush-grown pacsture,
“ehand -other land,within forested aress that has grass or- other forage growth.
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In the Northern States, the woodland areas grazed, or subject to
grazing, usuvally include woodland adjacent to farms in the Corn Belt, the
Lake States, and the Northeastern States. Much of the forest land in the
Missouri Ozark area is subject to grazing. The acreage of woodlsand grazed in
New England and other sections of the Northeast includes nany abandoned fields
.and brush-grown pastures.

In the Southern States, the woodland and forest lands estimated to
be subject to grazing, or useful for grazing, contain areas covered by switch
cane, abandoned fields (not reforested), cutover land, and grass and other
forage aress within forests, such as the open longleaf-slash pine belt of the
Coastel Plain, the Arkansas Ozark area, and some semiprairie, open grassland,
and marshland areas near the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

The chief woodlend and forest areas in the Western Statgs that are
subJect to or useful for grazing include arid woodlands, brush and shrub
lands, woodland-grasslands, open forests, and some cutover areas that have
grass or other forage growth.

Land use and cover classes of land grazed and in open grassland,
shrubs, woodland, and forest are not always mutually exclusive. Grassland
includes some brushland, while woodland and forest include meny areas of open
grass and other forage.

Pastureland in farms.- Farm pastureland consists of open or non-
forested pasture, including cropland used only for pasture and other open
grassland pasture (not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pastured.
(Cropland used only for pasture is also included as a part of the cropland
area in arriving at the total acreage of cropland available for crops.)

Improved pesture includes cropland used only for pasture and other
grassland pasture in farms. Ordinarily the improved pasture is in tawe
grasses and legumes, either seeded or natural growth, but it may include
native forage. All classes have had two or more improvement or conservation
practices spplied, such as weed and brush control, seeding or reseeding,
either artificial or natural, fertilization, drainage, irrigation, or other
similar practices that improve yields.

Grazinz land not in farms.- Grazing land not in farms comprices
the open grassland and shrub grazing lands and the woodland and forest area
grazed. Most of the grazing land not in farms is public land in the Western
States, and privately owned nonfarm woodlands in the South.

Forest and woodlsnd.- Forest land and woodland as defined by the U. S.
Forest Service includes (1) lands that are at least 10 percent stocked by
trees of any size and capable of producing timber or other wood products, or
of influencing the climate or the water regime; (2) land from which the trees
described in (1) have been removed to less than 10 percent stocking end which
have not been developed for other use; (3) afforested aress; and (U4) chaparral
areas.
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Land that is grazed and that bears sparse forest growth - enly 10 to

- 30 percent covered by trees - or from which the forest has been removed to
~less then 10-percent stocking but which has not been developed for uses
other than timber producticn, or for pasture, may in some areas overlap the
acreages reported by farmers as open pasture and grazing land in farms
!(grassland pasture, or pesture other than cropland and woodland).

, Most of the available forest land in the East, North, &nd South is com-
mercial in character, whereas about ‘two~-thirds of such forest land in the
~Great Plains and half of that in the West is classed as noncommercisl wood-
lend growth., Noncommercial woodland includes inaccessible alpine ranges,
chaparral, ‘mesquite, pinon-juniper, and semi-arid shrub and brush growth.

Special-use areas.- The specified speciel uses in this report include

;:ihose for highways, roads, and railroad rights-of-way, airports, farmsteads,

- and farm rosds and lanes, urban and town areas; parks; wildlife refuges,
national defense areas, flood-control areas; and State-owned land held for

- institutional sites and miscellaneous other uses, such as National Guard
Corps and rifle ranges, fairgrounds, airports, radio stetions, flood-control
areas, end watershed-protection aress.

Special uses of rurel land for which estimates are not available include
‘those for industrial and commercial sites in rural areas, mining areas, clay,
sand, and stone quarry sites, powerline rights-of-way, cemeteries, and golf
courses,

Areas in rurel villages and towns with populations of 100 to 1,000 are
not included in the erea of special uses. At present, the acreage in these
villages and towns is included in other major uses of land such as forest,
grezing, farm, and other lsnd. Separation would call for revision of ac-
cepted major land use areas of many counties and States.

Water area in reservof}s is not included among the special uses of
land as the approximate land area of the United States excludes all natural
or artificial water bodiés of 40 acres or more.

Miscellaneous othér areas,- Miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas not
“found among other major ‘uses include marshes, sand dunes, bare rock areas,
and deserts.
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